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	Module Code
	

	Title
	

	Date
	Understanding Muhammad: Biographical Approaches towards the Messenger and Prophet
	Level
	5
	Credits
	20

	Pre-Requisites
	




AIM(S)
· To introduce key concepts and issues surrounding the Prophet Muhammad, in relation to the historical and social contexts in which he received Revelation. 
· To utilise portions of the Qur'an in association with various biographical sources of the Prophet
· To develop student transferable skills including: reading primary texts (in translation) and acquisition of religious-studies terminology and methodology.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Show through written work a critical and informed approach towards the life of the Prophet Muhammad through diverse religious, historical and interpretative perspectives.
· Demonstrate a good basic knowledge of this formative period in Islam  and Muslim society
· Articulate through written work an understanding of the historical influences that have impacted upon the development of Muslim expression, and awareness of the development of primary source materials (including biography).

INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Pre-Islamic Arabia

· Early Life of Muhammad; the Initial Revelations

· Military and Political factors; Entry into Medina

· The Final Sermon and the Death of Muhammad

· Approaches towards the Life of Muhammad






Study Time Allocation

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	48
	24

	Independent learning
	152
	76

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	[credit 2x10]
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	2,000 words
	50%





Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Case study
	2,000 words
	50%




Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%



If the module is linked to a Professional, Statutory and regulatory Body (PSRB), please provide an explanatory statement.

INDICATIVE READING LIST

· Essential Reading: It is expected that the majority will contain no more than 7 items; however there will be instances where no more than 2 items is appropriate. The absolute maximum number of items to be included as essential on a reading list is up to 15 items.
· Further Reading: The absolute maximum number of items to be included as further reading on a reading list is up to 25 items, plus digitised chapters / articles as appropriate and within Copyright Licensing Agency (CLA) guidelines.
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	Understanding Muhammad: Biographical Approaches towards the Messenger and Prophet
	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Lings, Martin, Muhammad: His life based on the earliest sources, George Allen and Unwin, 1983.
	☐

	Essential
	Moussalli, Ahmad S. and Gordon D. Newby. "Muḥammad." In The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Islamic World. Oxford Islamic Studies Online, 
	☒

	Essential
	The Qur’an, M.A.S. Abdul Haleem, (trans.), (Oxford & New York: Penguin, 2004)
	☒

	Further
	"Muḥammad." Encyclopaedia of Islam, Second Edition. Edited by: P. Bearman, Th. Bianquis, C.E. Bosworth, E. van Donzel, W.P. Heinrichs. Brill Online
	☒

	Further
	Ramadan, Tariq. The Messenger: The Meanings of the Life of Muhammad. London: Allen Lane, 2007.
	☐

	Further
	Rogerson, Barnaby, The Prophet Muhammad: A Biography. London: Little Brown, 2011
	☐

	Further
	Armstrong, Karen. Muhammad. London: Gollancz Paperback, 2ed, 1995
	☐

	Further
	Ishaq, Ibn, The Life of Muhammad (trans. A. Guillaume) Karachi: Oxford University Press, 1955.
	☐

	Further
	Nasr, S.H. The Study Qur’an (Harper Collins, 2017)
	☐

	Further
	Tyan, E. 'Dj̲ihād', in Encyclopaedia of Islam, 
Second Edition (Brill), p. II:538a.

	☒
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