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This essay is based around my thoughts and opinions on Larry Clark’s work in general, however it mainly focuses on an image from his book TULSA which I have chosen. Before discussing the piece, I just want to state some information about him and his background which I feel is important. Larry was born and raised in Tulsa, Oklahoma. His mother was a baby photographer, and he attended the Layton School of Art in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He was drafted into the Vietnam war in 1964 and returned a year later. From this point he would be capturing images for the first book he published after 6 years, which is called Tulsa. He found himself to be back at home where his friends and relatives were misusing drugs, playing with firearms, edging towards vulnerability and getting into altercations. In between taking photos of Sscenes involving these types of features we see the occasional image of someone involved with the story who will be posing for a more formal cinematic angle on their life. almost like a “behind the scenes, of what we see them really involved in”. The images in his book tell a story without a doubt and remain one of my favorite works. Larry Clark has now directed 14 films that all share a similar environment and blend of events and emotions. I believe Larry Clark loves sharing his experiences and promoting the truth through his imagery and films, I also think that Larry used the opportunity that he was in to have his own direct involvement, which could have been to step away or go even further in and bring a camera with him to document the things he experienced. I feel like His book shows the truth behind how communities of all different generations will keep attracting to things such as drug use, sex, crime... but I also believe that images in the book could just become an evolutionary shock factor over time to some people and eventually people's exposure to explicit environments or elements change from the things that use to occur and be natural. 
Here is the image which I have picked:
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To begin with, I picked this image out of all the others because it's more magnetic to me and I find myself wanting to understand it on a further level. I feel a connection to this image through how it translates to me which is generally focused on alienation. I got this idea from both the father and the baby. Firstly, I get an idea around responsibility and how that makes me judge the image. He seems to be estranged and displaced by his responsibilities and morals. He is smoking right next to the baby which draws attention to his comfortability. He is looking away and arching his eyebrows down towards his nose as he pulls the cigarette. In contrast the baby is facing the camera which then translates to the baby looking at the viewer between space and distance. You could also say that there is a lot of distance between him and the baby which could link to being unattached from something or expressing the feeling of discomfort or having a lack of attentiveness. He has a bed sheet wrapped across his chest which shows he supports his own needs and comforts even furthermore than the cigarette he is having, but the baby is on top of the bed sheet and exposed, almost as if he doesn’t want it close to him.
The picture is black and white and is high contrast however there is a slight haze to it which gives a smoky and smoother grey tone. To also add, in the book Tulsa we see a lot of distortion in pictures due to sudden movement or slow shutter speed. In this image there is a lot more of a wider window provided to properly set up and capture this cleanly, even if the difference is just a slower moving subject. It is almost portrayed as being a closer and more personal environment. This would translate between elements of the photo and Larrys experiences being around this in person. The photo translates nonchalant to me not only in the man but even the baby. The fact that neither of them are thinking about how one another feels or what they desire or need, only that they are doing their own thing in this photo, and it appears there is lots of distance (which could be considered contextual to their relationship) or the man is in discomfort about something.
I feel I like the image is a lot more complex from other pictures I see, as it relates more to me on a more cultural and documentational scale in comparison to appreciating the visual elements of images and the lengths taken to present them. I actually started to pursue photography with Larry Clark as a big influence and he is very good at telling stories in his pictures that culturally interest me and make me want to know more about. His films all carry across themes of being irresponsible and specifically having children at an early age because of not being safe and aware. Larry paints the true picture and uses his photography in an impactful way, both technically and chronologically. This image is roughly halfway through the book and at the end of his book the child is seen dead as there is an image of it in a small coffin on the last page.  
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