


Knife and youth crime and in the United KingdomGeneral knife crime is not evenly distributed around the police forces in England and Wales. In 2017 to 2018, only 6 forces recorded 60% of crimes involving knives or sharp objects, and 36% of all crimes recorded by the Metropolitan Police. (Grimshaw and Ford, 2018)
Between 2016 and 2017, the UK witnessed a 22% rise in offences involving knives and sharp objects. Hospital Admissions due to stabbing injuries is currently at its highest rate for 7 years with focus on younger victims, the younger being 13. (Straw, 2018)
Different acts prohibit the carrying bladed articles and offensive weapons, expect under strict exceptions such as religious wear. These acts include ‘Section 139 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988’ and the ‘Section 1 of the Prevention of Crime Act 1953’. (Titchener, 2019)

[image: Dispelling myths about juvenile gang members in the United States – Office  of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research]Deaths linked to knife crime in England and Wales have reached a 70-year peak, based on ONS statistics from 2019, resulting in extensive panic and public debate. From 2017 to 2018, 285 deaths were carried out using knives or sharp objects (55 occurring in London), and by March 2018, crimes involving these weapons totalled 40,100. (Harding, 2020)

10-17-year olds made up 21% of all offensive weapon possessors. The rise in female offenders in recent years is considerable. An Asian woman aged 23 years old was taken into hospital after being stabbed following a confrontation with another female. I addition to this, she had been struck with a bottle and upon examination, she had a deep, large wound on her cheek measuring roughly 12cm in length. (Mumtaz, 2019)





The Scottish Violence Reduction Unit was founded in 2005, following Glasgow being identified one of the most violent cities in Europe. The VRU views knife crime as a public health issue, rather than just a crime. Since their establishment, knife crime in Glasgow has decreased to their lowest levels since 1976. The VRU was influenced the World Health Organisations Report of Violence and World Health in 2002, establishing a link between violence and public health. (Roberts, 2019) 

[image: Police investigate 150 allegations of sexual misconduct by officers | The  Independent]In the early 2000s, there was a growing worry amongst statutory agencies and the media regarding anti- social behaviour of young people, which became organised during a discussion on weapon crime and the problem of ‘gangs. Despite concern surrounding the moral and behavioural decline of young people, Pearson (1983) argues that this has been an everlasting issue of adult society. The then Home Secretary, David Blunkett in 2003, the problem was ‘unfettered, feral, yobbish kids engaged in low level thuggery that causes other people’s misery. This rhetoric was influenced and reproduced by inflammatory and discriminatory by media coverage, mainly towards two social group; BAME groups and the working class. Recorded rises in hospital admissions because of stab wounds, gang culture within young people and an increase of young school aged children carrying blades signalled that ‘something was wrong with British society and its criminal justice process’ (Innes, 2003) which creates a fear of crime and requires a suitable, corrective response. (Young, 2016)




[image: Knife crime offences hit record high after 7% increase | UK News | Sky News]




Selling knives to anyone under the age of 18 is a crime. In 2018, Raymond Morris sold a 14-year-old girl a set of craft knives. He was sentenced to 4 months in prison (suspended for 12 months), as well as a fine of £315, 100 hours of unpaid community work and to attend 19 sessions of ‘Think First’, a Home office rehabilitation scheme for offenders. (2019)


According to the Office of National Statistics, deaths in England and Wales are at a 10-year high. In 2018, there was a 6% rise in police- recorded crimes caused by knives or sharp objects, with the amount of deaths caused by stabbing being the greatest since 1946, since Home Office Statistics began. (Astrup. 2019)






Typically, the common understanding of a street gang is based upon a group a young people who commit crimes and anti-social behaviour. Despite the ‘gang’ label not being so appropriate in this context, the case it that young people are more at risk to committing crime as part of a group. An example of this, the 2004 Offending, Crime and Justice Survey recorded that 63% of young people part of ‘teenage gangs’ have carried out at least minor crime in the previous year, as opposed to 26% on those not in a gang. (Fitch, 2009)





[image: UK knife crime explained in 4 graphics - CNN]In 2015, Police recorded crime numbers demonstrated a 9% increase in knife crime. From March 2016 to March 2017, knife crime increased by 20% to 34,703 incidents, which is the biggest increase in 7 years, with London found responsible for 40% of the increase. Previously in London, 23 young men dies after being stabbed in 2008, while in 2012, 2013 and 2014, there were only 6, 7 and 8 victims respectively. These figures become even more serious when injuries are taken into account, with 3,614 victims taken into hospital due to attacks with blades or sharp objects between March 2014 and April 2015. (Palasinki, 2019)







Despite the attention of the media regarding knife crime being mainly on London, essentially every police force is affected. The West Midlands, which includes the city of Birmingham (the second most populous city in the UK) recorded the greatest number of youth knife homicides in 40 years in 2018. (Densley, 2020)



The UK government has raised the maximum sentence for carrying a knife in public without a lawful excuse from 2 to 4 years, using the ‘Violent Crime and Reduction Act 2006’ hoping that a harsher sentence will send a clear message regarding the seriousness of carrying a knife and act as a deterrent to potential offenders. (Eades, 2007)
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