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COVER LETTER applying for a Physical Education Teacher position within a secondary school

Madeleine Williams
UWTSD, Carmarthen 
2304301@student.uwtsd.ac.uk
07552426855
Teacher of Physical Education
Chiltern Way Academy Trust
 Basingstoke

30th November 2024

 Dear Hiring Manager, I am interested in applying for the role of Physical Education teacher within your school as I believe that I am the passionate and dedicated individual that your establishment is looking for. I have a strong opinion that I would benefit your education system by being able to teach the fundamentals of various sports and health related topics and be able to organise sports events and extracurricular activities to allow students access to further opportunities that you are requiring an individual to do. I have completed work experience within schools working providing support suited to pupils individual needs. Furthermore, I have been a dedicated coach of young yet aspiring netball players and gone on to complete various sports qualifications such as my level 1 coaching in netball, intro to umpiring, level 1 referring in rugby and swim teaching alongside my Bronze Duke of Edingburgh. This shows my dedication to expanding my knowledge and providing the best possible education to my potential students. Alongside sporting and teaching experience, I have worked closely with a child with additional learning needs for multiple years. This has enhanced my organisational skills by ensuring that I am always prepared for any day to day issues or medical emergencies. My leadership, organisational and time management skills are crucial as a teacher and ensure to provide a smooth experience for other members of staff alongside pupils. My leadership skills can be proved through my selection of captain and president within my University sporting team. Even though I uptake the role of a leader within this sporting academy, teamwork is a vital component and a component that I believe I have a strong understanding and capability of. My ability to organise lessons and lead a scheme of work is something that I believe would be of benefit to your school and pupils. To conclude, I wish to thank you for reading through my application for this role and hope that you consider me as a potential candidate. 

Yours Faithfully, Madeleine Williams


 



















Focus Statement 

SWOT ANALYSIS - My selection as president and captain within my University netball team and my previous school netball team confirms my belief that leadership is an essential skill and a skill that I possess. My leadership capability is shown through my communication when arranging training and fixtures, alongside my communication when preparing for a game and whilst on the court. This allows me to push my teammates to the best of their ability, all whilst offering encouragement and a support system.  I believe that procrastination is a strong weakness of mine. Although I ensure to fulfill all academic deadlines, I frequently show difficulty preparing for these assignments and prioritise my hobbies over completing these tasks. This is a weakness that I need to improve upon in order to maintain the workload of a teacher.Procrastination is viewed as the avoidance of a task in order to gain a short term positive effect but at the cost of a long-term goal (Eckert et al., 2016). One way to decrease levels of procrastination is through the consideration of counterfactual thinking meaning that “individuals should compare unfavourable outcomes that did occur in the past to possible better outcomes that might of occurred” (Sirois and Pychyl, 2013 as cited in Eckert et al., 2016).One way to gain access to further opportunities that could benefit me is through umpiring more local netball games to gain further experience that I would be able to transfer to pupils within a school. Completing this would not only benefit my personal skills, but would enable young people to participate in netball games as without umpires, this opportunity would not be available. Multiple threats to me achieving this opportunity is the increase workload of being a second year university alongside netball training, a part time job and socialising with family and friends. This would decrease ld decrease time available to me to travel, attend and umpire a netball game.
TRAINING NEED ANALYSIS - Having completed a training needs analysis, I believe that leadership is a rated 10/10 relative of importance in regards to teaching. Leadership within a school is crucial to providing the best possible education towards pupils. Leadership as a teacher is explained to provide working conditions that enable young people to be creative, perform well and encourage learning (Sokol et al., 2015). My self-rating of this skill is a 7/10 leading this to be a strength of mine. However, I believe that I can still improve upon this skill by gaining more teaching experience to increase my confidence of leading young people within a classroom or practical setting. A further skill analysis of a teacher is knowledge which I rated 9/10 relative of importance. In order to educate young people, a teacher needs to ensure that they have knowledge of the subject themself. Personally, I believe I have a wide range of knowledge surrounding sports and rated myself 6/10, however, I need to improve upon my theory of physical education to educate secondary school pupils and can do so by ensuring that I complete all academic work, attend lectures and continue my passion for learning.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN - A skill that I aspire to improve upon in order to better my education is my ability to research and reference correctly. In order to do this, I will need to complete more reading and practice my referencing skills using the University student handbook. The use of this, alongside support from my lecturers with allow me to practice and improve this skill which can be measured through increased marks within assessments. The target date to review improvements of my referencing ability will be after I receive the results from my assignments. 

PERSONAL OBJECTIVES AND GOAL SETTING - By the end of my third year at University I aspire to have not only been successful in obtaining a degree, but also to be accepted onto a PGCE to gain my teaching qualification. To reach these goals, I need to ensure that I am productive in completing my assignments to the best of my ability and to gain as much experience in coaching and teaching as possible. My goals for the next 10 years include completing my PGCE and NQT and becoming a respected teacher with multiple years of experience. Alongside academic and work-related goals, I would hope that within 10 years I would have continued to improve upon learning the Welsh Language and taught abroad whilst travelling the world. 

GOALS FOR PLACEMENT and SMART TARGETS -Within this module I am required to complete 50 hours of placement within a school setting. I hope this placement will allow me to gain an insight into how a PE department within a secondary school is run and how they use the curriculum to prepare and teach students. I aim to gain knowledge surrounding the behaviour management of secondary school aged pupils and how teachers are inclusive to all students in relation to age, gender and disability for example. To measure weather I achieve these goals I will follow SMART targets. Firstly, I believe my goals are specific to my degree and the expectations of a teacher and are goals that I can discuss and observe within my placement setting. They can be measured by my increased knowledge regarding the curriculum and behaviour management for example and achieved through the ability to want to learn and gain more experience. Furthermore, the goals I hope to achieve are realistic to be achieved within the provided 50 hours of placement due to keeping my goals specific and not over pressuring myself to learn too much within this space of time. 
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& About Me

I am a full time University student
aspiring to become a teacher. | have a
passion for learning and sports. 1 am a
committed member of my university
netball team and am currently up-
taking the role of team captain and
president within the Sports Academy.
1 love being active and spending time
in the outdoors.

H Skills

ime Management skills
« Friendly and Approachable
« Strong Communication

* Reliable

* Leadership

& Education

BA - Physical Education Expacted Graduation -
University of Wales Trinity St August 2026
David

A-LEVELS

YSGOL Greenill School 2016:2025
Physical Education - A*
Health,Social Care and Childcare - B

Welsh Baccalaureate - B

= Experience

® Part-time Carer to a child with addition Learning Needs

Soundersfoot 2018-

 Built and maintained 3 relationship with the chAHIERY
family to facilitate a trusting caregiver relationship.

* Competently respond to health requirements and
provide specific medication

 Cooked meals and assisted with eating tasks to support
healthy nutrition

* Provided a loving learning environment through play
and enjoyment

® Waitress and Bar Staff

The Royal Oak - Saundersfoot 20212023

« Collaborated with team members to ensure a positive
guest experience

 Balanced the management of various tasks such as
delivering a strong service, delivering food, taking orders
and serving drinks

@ * Completed stock takes and staff rotas to ensure shift are

organised and prepared for

M QUALIFICATIONS

Introduction to Umpiring course
Level 1 rugby referring course
Level 1 netball coaching

Level 1 Swim teacher

Bronze Duke Of Edinburgh




