Theorist have had a massive impact with education and how they think children should learn for years and years. There have been many methods and approached developed the three theorist I am going to talk about come under social constructivism and constructivism and they all believe in cognitive development. In this essay I will be comparing the three theorists and linking some policies relating to the theorists. 
Theorists Dewey, Vygotsky and Piaget. 
John Dewey was born in 1859 in, he lived in Vermont which is based in the United States, passed away in 1952. Dewey’s theory is all about children learning from active experiences. Dewey was a well-known American psychologist, western philosopher as well as an education reformer whose ideology is of exceptional significance in the social and educational reforms (Famous Psychologists 2019). 
Lev Vygotsky was born in 1896, he lived in a small town in Russia, passed away in 1934. His theory is social constructivism. Vygotsky is psychologist which his ideas had a significant influence on the approaches to, and the way educators think about learning and teaching (Bates p.57 2019). 
Jean Piaget was born in 1896, he lived in Switzerland and passed away in 1980. His main focus was on the children cognitive development. Piaget’s theories centred on his fascinations with how children think and learn (Bates p.42 2019). Piaget was also the first psychologist that made a methodical study of the cognitive development. 
The three theorists that is have chosen have a lot of comparison with how their theories work in education and how they help children learn not just by following the curriculum but by being able to learn through the environment which will help with their cognitive development skills. The learner-centered approach was developed through the influences of Russian sociologist Lev Vygotsky, American Philosopher John Dewey and Swiss psychologist Jean Piaget. According to Meagor (2014), all three believed that education should respond to the needs and interests of the students themselves rather than responding to the interests of the outside world.  The three theorists also believed that development of the individual should be focused through education, by doing this it will nurture the children’s minds in order to form a better society. They also believe that children learn by ‘doing’. Dewey considered that education relied upon action, and that the children’s knowledge and ideas arose from circumstances that they have had experiences from that had meaning and importance to them. He also believes that for these circumstances to happen they need to be in a social context for example a classroom, where children can build their knowledge with one another. Piaget believed that children learn from when they interact with their environment. With children interacting with the environment it "constructs their own knowledge by giving meaning to the people, places and things in their world" (Mooney 61). Children should have the opportunity to do things independently so they can learn from those experiences. Vygotsky also believed that children learn by ‘doing’ but through social interaction and language. Observations within the classroom is one of the most important ways to evaluate and record certain information about how the class is running and what is going on. The teacher also gets the opportunity to learn about each individual in the classroom such as interest and hobbies, knowing information like this about the children in the classroom can help with the classroom curriculum. Dewey considered that having observation are important for teachers planning and organising activities and lesson for the children. Dewey argued that curriculum should be based on student interests and experiences, by fully understand one’s students, a teacher can form educational experiences and avoid what Dewey described as "mis-educative" experiences (Meagor 2014). Another theorist who believed in observations was Vygotsky because observation has an importance to teaching successfully. He also believed that if teachers observe the children then they will gain more of understanding of that child and to suggest when its best to widen the child’s knowledge. Another comparison is that Piaget and Vygotsky both agree with the important of play with children in schools.
"Playing with other children, away from adults is how children learn to make their own decisions, control their emotions and impulses, see from others' perspectives, negotiate differences with others, and make friends. In short, play is how children learn to take control of their lives" (Gray 273).

Piaget also informed that free play is important to children because it is helping with their cognitive development. Vygotsky also believed that children learn through play. This is because play is also helping with their social development. For example, when children are playing a game within a group, they have to talk to each other which is helping also expand their vocabulary. 
Even though there are many comparisons between the three theorists they also have their contrasts. Piaget claimed that children only learn after they have developed but Vygotsky suggested that learning happens before development kicks in. Piaget did not think that the significance of the environment was helping with the children to learn but on the other hand Vygotsky thought that kids to acknowledge the importance of their environment and how it helps with their cognitive development. Another contrast is that Piaget has four stages to his cognitive development theory whereas Vygotsky only thought there were 3 component and no stages for the theory. Unlike Piaget Vygotsky believed that development can’t be removed from social perspectives. The last contrast between Vygotsky and Piaget is that Vygotsky said that language is an important part in cognitive development but according to Piaget ‘language is a plain milestone in development’ (Differencesbetween.net 2011). Dewey also has differences with his theory. Dewey just talks about how important the curriculum is to the children and how it can help with their learning but with Vygotsky he said that the environment is the most important way for children to learn as they are socialising and developing their cognitive skills. 
Policies
The theorist theory have become crucial to policies and curriculums within education. 
‘Piaget has been extremely influential in developing educational policy and teaching practice. For example, a review of primary education by the UK government in 1966 was based strongly on Piaget’s theory. The result of this review led to the publication of the Plowden report (1967)’.
The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum (2012) does embrace the unique child and importance of teacher’s planning experiences, which start from the child and their own experiences. Which has been suggested from Dewey’s theory as the child and the curriculum must interact. 
In relation to the Disability Act 2010 ‘Vygotsky would like to see this idea of inclusion in classroom since he was equally critical of what he called the ‘unlawful segregation’ of students with disabilities and ‘mindless mainstreaming of children with special needs’ (Sites.google.com, n.d.)
According to Department for Education (2017) Early Years Curriculum states that ‘every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured’. 
Conclusion 
Throughout this essay it shows that Dewey, Piaget and Vygotsky really value the important of children’s learner’s centered approach and that they are able to learn by experiencing situations from their environment. Even though they may have their differences their main priority is that the children are learning and widening their knowledge whether it is in the classroom or out in the environment. This essay also shows the importance of observation not just for children but for the teachers to interact and gain more knowledge about the children and what their interests are and also allowing children the time for free play as play is important for children’s cognitive development skills to progress. In my opinion I think that children learn more from their environment and having the independence play freely with the children in the class. I think this because children tend to express and talk more to other children in the class when they are playing together and this will also help with their language as they will be asking children questions or giving them instructions which will help to expand their vocabulary whilst learning. 
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