Tips for writing up Major Project
Writing Strategy
· Leave enough time
· Bad days
· The abstract
· Develop a routine
· The effects of length

As you read
· Decide as you go
· Keep it brief
· Supervisor requests
· Assume you will forget
· Capture the moment

Organising your material for writing
· Decide the theme for each chapter
· Organise each chapter
1. Themes, arguments, sort your material, sequence, opening and closing, clustering references
· Paragraphing

Writing Style
· Formal, Academic and subject specific
· Third Person: he/she/it/they/one
· Passive: The test was carried out
Fine tuning your writing
· Making every word count
1. Plan for the word allowance (manage frustration)
· Balance ‘start’ and ‘end’ wordiness
· Manage the word limit
1. Avoid tangents & anecdotes
2. Cut
3. Cluster references
4. Summarise

Paraphrasing
· Don’t just replace individual words
· Rewrite the source based on your understanding
· Generally paraphrasing is shorter than original text
· Five Key Points
1. Check that your paraphrase clearly supports the point you are making
2. Write your paraphrase from your notes & reflections, not straight from the original text
3. Use your own words & writing style
· There will be some words or short phrases you can’t change
4. Always use an in-text reference
5. Use reference reminders
· Carr (1968) uses…. He suggests that….
· Four common mistakes
1. Not showing clearly were a paraphrase begins and ends
2. Not making enough changes from original source
3. Changing individual words but keeping the same sentence pattern as original
4. Accidently changing the meaning of the original text
On you go….
· Keep it fresh
· Avoid rushed deadlines
· Write by section
· Ask for input
· Leave fine-tuning until later
· Take the plunge!!!! 
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