Reference Focus (700 words) – Students will be asked to write a short piece relating to a topic in their discipline, e.g. imagine that you are writing a short encyclopedia entry. It will be required that the short piece has at least 2 quotations, 5 footnotes and a formatted Bibliography. Guidance will be provided in class relating to referencing.
The Canon of Scripture
The Canon of Scripture is the officially recognised books of the Bible. There are sixty six books in the Protestant Bible and seventy three books in the Roman Catholic Bible and seventy six books in the Orthodox Bible. There are eighty one books in the Ethiopian Orthodox Bible. The word Bible originates from the Greek Biblia which means “books”. Therefore, strictly speaking the Bible isn’t one book but a collection of books. The word Canon comes from the Greek Kanōn which literally means “measuring line” or “standard” but has come to mean an accepted rule or law from its continued use in Latin.
Although there have been a basic agreement for the amount of books which constitute a Bible, even in the first centuries of its compilation there were disagreements about which texts should or should not be included. At the Council or Synod of Hippo in 393 at Regius Hippo in Northern Africa we find the promulgation of what is still the Canon of Scripture in the Roman Catholic Church, though it does not include some of the books used by the Orthodox Church. 
The Council of Carthage in 397 AD was convened by St Aurelius, Bishop of Carthage (d. 429AD) and attended by St Augustine of Hippo. The Bishops present again confirmed the Canon of Scripture from the Council of Hippo in 393AD. 
According to the Harper Collins Encyclopedia of Catholicism a Council is an “official gathering of Church leaders that assists in the process of decision making within the Church”.[footnoteRef:2] These Councils are a meeting of the bishops to discuss various issues affecting the Church, faith, liturgy and morals. The first ever council could be considered to be the Council of Jerusalem in 48AD which is featured in the Acts of the Apostles and Galatians[footnoteRef:3] where there was discussion about whether the uncircumcised gentiles should be allowed to be baptized and whether they should follow the Torah. Others might consider the First Council of Nicaea in 325AD to be the first proper council of the Church.  [2:  Harper Collins. Encyclopaedia of Catholicism. 1995. P370]  [3:  Acts 15.1-2. Gal.2.1-6] 

As Norman Tanner SJ points out, “Christians have had to confront three problems similar to those involved in establishing the book of the Bible. First, which councils are to be considered ecumenical or general, paralleling the question of which books are to be included in the Bible. Secondly, which decrees are to be considered the authentic decrees of a particular council, paralleling the question of which chapters and verses make up a particular book of the Bible. Thirdly, which manuscripts or editions form the best text of a given decree, paralleling the search for the best texts of Scripture.”[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Norman Tanner. The Book of The Councils. 2004. Cambridge University Press. p11-21] 




Books included in the Canon of Scripture
Finally, I will need to list those books which are considered as the basic texts included in all Bibles and then add those which are accepted by the Roman Catholic Church, Orthodox Church and the Ethiopian Orthodox Church.
1.Genesis 2.Exodus 3.Leviticus 4.Numbers 5.Deuteronomy 6.Joshua 7.Judges 8.Ruth 9.1Samuel 10.2Samuel 11.1Kings 12.2Kings 13.1Chronicles 14.2Chronicles 15.Ezra 16.Nehemiah 17.Esther 18.Job 19.Psalms 20.Proverbs 21.Ecclesiastes 22.SongofSolomon(Song of Songs) 23.Isaiah 24.Jeremiah 25.Lamentations 26.Ezekiel 27.Daniel 28.Hosea 29.Joel 30.Amos 31.Obadiah 32.Jonah 33.Micah 34.Nahum 35.Habakkuk 36.Zephaniah 37.Haggai 38.Zechariah 39.Malachi 40.Matthew 41.Mark 42.Luke 43.John 44.Acts 45.Romans 46.1Corinthians 47.2Corinthians 48.Galatians 49.Ephesians 50.Philippians 51.Colossians 52.1Thessalonians 53.2Thessalonians 54.1Timothy 55.2Timothy 56.Titus 57.Philemon 58.Hebrews 59.James 60.1Peter 61.2Peter 62.1John 63.2John 64.3John 65.Jude 66.Revelation[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Steinmueller, John E, Kathryn Sullivan, Catholic Biblical Encyclopedia (New York: J.F. Wagner, 1956)] 

In the Roman Catholic Bible the books of Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, 1 Maccabees, 2 Maccabees. Additionally, parts of Esther and Daniel are found in the Catholic Bible which are omitted from the Protestant version.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Cooper, J. C. (Jean C.), Dictionary of Christianity, ed. by J.C. Cooper, 1st edition. (Chicago: Routledge, 1996) 
] 

In the Orthodox Bible there are generally three more books; 1 Esdras, 3 Maccabees and The Prayer of Manasseh, although there is variation amongst the different Orthodox Churches i.e. Russian, Greek, Romanian etc of what they include. For the first Millennia until the Great Schism in 1054 AD everyone agreed on the Canon of Scriptures from the Council of Hippo. Unlike the Roman Catholic Church the Orthodox Churches do not have an agreed Canon of Scriptures and have some additions occasionally like Psalm 151, 2 Esdras, 4 Maccabees and Odes.
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