 How ‘City witness place and perspective in Medieval Swansea’ deepens our understanding of a historical period. 
City witness is a digital resource helping to enhance our understanding of history in Swansea. This project covers Viking Swansea, Norman Castle towns, Medieval Swansea specifically the hanging and miraculous restoration of William Cragh. The witness accounts and other Medieval documents bring us closer to what Medieval Swansea was like. This website offers different digital resources include an interactive digital atlas of Swansea with translated witness depositions, Medieval documents, visualisations of the Medieval town with witness sightlines, an interactive tour, and a game. The research included in this project allows access to direct accounts of history, it makes it more personal to whoever is looking at it and makes it easier to put into perspective. 
Viking Swansea is a dilemma talked about and questioned due to lack of written sources, however, archaeology, linguistics and topography mapped out a few different historical sources. Swansea fitted into a pattern of Irish-Norse trading activity and that the Medieval Swansea town had a similar layout to several Viking towns in Ireland. According to trading routes the Vikings went from Dublin to Chester, but at a later date went from Dublin to Wexford to Swansea and then to Bristol. These common trade routes would put Swansea in in the middle of trade route and would mean they would have common interactions with Vikings at the time. While we don’t know for sure that the town was seized by Vikings we can say for certain the there were many known raids on Wales, the problem is there aren’t a lot of written sources about it. The raids started in 852, there was a climax of raids in 914, but peace wasn’t declared until mid-10th century. Some of the most direct sources provided for Viking activity in south Wales is Viking sagas. One of which is Jómsvíkinga saga, a Viking married a Welsh princess and gained half of a Welsh kingdom in the process. 
City witness allows us to visualise what medieval Swansea would have looked like. This project provides people with an interactive atlas of the town, a downloadable map of what Swansea would have looked like in 1300, and visualisations of locations within the medieval town.  These maps where created with historic maps that were found, written and archaeological sources as to accurately reconstruct the towns medieval layout. The interactive map help to deepen out understanding by showing the difference between modern Swansea and Medieval Swansea. The story of William Cragh is the centre of this project, but it does allow us a glimpse into what life would have been like for them. With the interactive map we can see the routes people took the way this event impacted their lives. Being able to visualise the medieval town in such an accessible way will impact peoples understanding of how the town functioned in the past. This map connects the past to the present for local people, students, and historians a like. The map of 1300 Swansea allows us to visualise the town in a slightly different way, instead of getting a look into the live of Medieval people we get to see more of the town and what was here and what was accessible to the people. On this project they are devoted to the visualisation of Medieval Swansea which provides a helpful tool in which anyone looking into this project can go away with a clearer understanding of what the history of Swansea looks like and how much changed from the Medieval town. 
The story of William Cragh helps to create an in depth understanding of what life would have been like in the Medieval age. Having such easy access to Medieval manuscripts involving witness testimonies is a massive advantage. The twice-hanged William Cragh, in 1287 the castle of Oystermouth was seized and burnt, 13 men including William Cragh were sentenced to hang. However, Williams hanging went slightly wrong and he ended up being hung twice on the gallows. He was then left in Thomas Matthews house until he miraculously revived. This seems like a miracle as witness statements say that he looked dead but then two weeks later was walking around town fully healed. By the time witness were called before representatives of Pope Clement V nearly two decades had past and William Cragh himself presented as a witness to his own death and revival, however he commented that he couldn’t remember at lot of what happened. In the witness testimonies we find out that several different languages were spoken in Medieval Swansea, including Welsh, English, French and Latin. All of these languages were spoken in the witness accounts, but a different translator had to be called in to translate for William Cragh who would only speak Welsh. Getting a look into the in-depth culture and language of this age is an incredible resource. 
In conclusion this project focused on Medieval Swansea has helped to deepen the historical understanding of locals, students, and other historians. It uses past sources of a wide range to provide insight into the culture of Medieval Swansea and Viking Swansea. The source is reliable and easy to access it provides an in-depth understanding and allows people to learn about this town. The visual sources alone are enough to provide a greater perception of Medieval Swansea and of one of the famous event that happened there. (The twice hanged William Cragh.) This digital resource has many different ways to learn about the history of Swansea and the different parts of it, mainly this project focuses on the story of the twice hanged William Cragh using manuscripts of witness testimonies and maps of the town to deepen our understanding of Medieval Swansea. However, this project also delves into Viking Swansea and the different sources the show how, where and when the Vikings would have come across the town as well as the Norman castle towns in southern Wales specifically the Norman castle in Swansea. 
