		Bethan Jones
Chronicon Anglicanum Edited Text[footnoteRef:1] [1:  The Chronicon Anglicanum was written by Ralph of Coggeshall. He served as abbot of Coggeshall between 1207 and 1218 and wrote the chronicle after he retired from his role due to ill-health. See C. W. Boase, ‘Ralph of Coggeshall’s English Chronicle’, The Academy, 227 (1876), 255-256 (p. 255).
For information on King John’s chroniclers, including Ralph of Coggeshall, see by W. L. Warren, King John (California: University of California Press, 1978), p. 7-9.] 


Then the King of England [King John] coming to the province of York, demanded money from certain abbots of the Cistercian order coming there to meet him, and also from the rest (of the order); wishing to subject the order to the servitude of taxation, which up till then had been free of all kinds of customs.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  King John was born on 8 September 1157 and was crowned on 27 May 1199 after his brother King Richard I died. John died on either 18 or 19 October 1216. See F. Maurice Powicke and E. B. Fryde, Handbook of British Chronology, 2nd edn. (London: Offices of The Royal Historical Society, 1961), p. 33.
King John visited York in late March 1200, where he had arranged to meet the Scottish king, William I, however William never attended. The Cistercian houses in Yorkshire presented King John with an exemption from paying taxes during his stay. There are no mentions anywhere of who the abbots whom King John demanded money from were, we only know that not all the abbots were present, and that they were presenting to the king on behalf of the whole Cistercian order. For more information, see The Transactions of the East Riding Antiquarian Society For The Year Ending 23rd September 1893, Vol. 1 (Hull: The Hull Press, 1893), p. 11. See also Kate Norgate, John Lackland (Baltimore: The John Hopkins Press, 1968), p. 73.] 


Those abbots then, not yet having had the advice of the rest of their co-abbots, and fearing that if they endorsed the royal tax, afterwards the order would be reduced to liability to servile customs, replied simply to the king that they in no way authorised any monetary taxation, except by common counsel and the assent of the general chapter.[footnoteRef:3] The king was extremely exasperated by their reply, in anger and rage he ordered his sheriffs (proceeding by word of mouth with those present, and by letter with the absent) that they should oppose the men of that order by whatever means availed, and do them harm, that they should take no judicial action against those that did them harm or falsely accused them, that they should not assist them in any business, but they were to hand over everything to the king.[footnoteRef:4] Therefore, those men of virtue, being very sad and fearful after a cruel edict of this nature, sent the king’s mandate to Lord Hubert archbishop of Canterbury, begging him to meet the king about his harsh edict and mitigate his hostility, however he might, with prayers and gifts.[footnoteRef:5] [3:  The fact that not all the abbots were present during this initial meeting with the king allowed the Cistercians to deny the demand there and then until they had discussed with the remaining abbots and brought it up at the general chapter. For further information on this, see: Thomas N. Bisson, The Crisis of the Twelfth Century: Power, Lordship, and the Origins of European Government (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2009), p518.
For the Cistercians, the general chapter was an annual meeting attended by all abbots of the order on 13 September each year. In the general chapter, issues and ideas would be brought forward, as well as any rule breakers brought to justice, including imposing penalties. Further reading: C. H. Lawrence, Medieval Monasticism: Fourth Edition (London: Routledge, 2015), p. 172.]  [4:  Ralph of Coggeshall appears to be the only chronicler of this time writing about the events in this passage. There is nothing to suggest the king did not go to such extremes, but it is clear he at least withheld confirming ‘the gifts and privileges granted to the order by his predecessors’. Paul Webster, King John and Religion (Woodbridge: The Boydell Press, 2015), p. 62.]  [5:  Lord Hubert Walter, Archbishop of Canterbury was born around 1160. He became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1193 and remained in the position until his death on 13 July 1205. See F. Maurice Powicke and E. B. Fryde, Handbook of British Chronology, 2nd edn. (London: Offices of The Royal Historical Society, 1961), p. 210.
At King John’s coronation, he named Hubert his chancellor, the first archbishop to then become chancellor as well, and serve both God and King. This is stated in Roger of Howden’s Chronica Magistri Rogeri de Houdene, Volume iv, ed. W. Stubbs (London: Longman & Co., 1868-71), p. 90-91. The only person before Hubert to have also held both roles at the same time was Thomas Beckett, he found the roles conflicting and tried to renounce his role as chancellor. As a result, he was murdered, and so it was a role very hard to succeed in. To read more on this, see Geoffrey Hindley, A Brief History of the Magna Carta, 2nd edn. (London: Robinson, 2015), p. 63.] 


Gently pitying their afflictions and calamities, he freely rebuked the king for such great cruelty, denouncing him as a persecutor of holy church for daring to inflict such great and numerous annoyances upon foremost sons of the church, whom church praised and honoured for the quality of their life and the austerity of their rule; whom kings and princes of the earth till now had always held in such great veneration that they had given them lands and extensive possessions and protected everything of theirs with the shield of defence.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  For more information on Hubert Walter reproaching King John for his intimidation of the Cistercians, see Charles R. Young, Hubert Walter, Lord of Canterbury and Lord of England (Durham: Duke University Press, 1968), p. 153.
Further reading regarding the history and politics around the Cistercians’ tax exemption: Carol Scott Lucas, The Interaction Between Monasticism and the First Three Crusades (Michigan: Michigan State University, 1963), p. 77.] 


Then the king, countenancing the archbishop’s reproof for the time, recalled the priors uselessly by new letters, but his savage mind did not lay aside its hostility against them. After he had gone abroad, the archbishop, in order to placate the king’s mood, pledged him, on behalf of the order, a thousand marks of silver, however on this condition, that he should endorse with the protection of his seal all those charters and liberties, which king Richard had confirmed to them; but he utterly despised this offering, as if it were next to nothing.[footnoteRef:7] And then he sailed away breathing fire [menaces] and slaughter against the followers of Christ, complaining loudly to the overseas abbots about the response of the abbots in England. Therefore, having paid the king of France that 30 000 marks, and having subdued all this enemies and pacified them, he returned to England around about the feast of Michealmas [29 September], together with his wife, namely the daughter of the count of Angouleme [Isabella of Angouleme], whom he had married abroad on the advice of King Philip [of France]; for he had divorced his first wife, namely the daughter of the Earl of Gloucester [Isabella of Gloucester], on a mandate of the lord pope, on grounds of consanguinity.[footnoteRef:8] Then on the very day, that is the Sunday after the feast of Michealmas [8 October], that was to wear the crown at Westminster, and his wife who seemed to be about twelve years old was to be consecrated queen, early in the morning, before they went to the church, he commanded Hugh de Neville, the chief forester, and a certain man of another rank, to order all the foresters in office in England that they should summon everyone of the Cistercian order to remove all their plough horses, and pigs and flocks and all their animals from the lord king’s forest by a fortnight after Michaelmas week [13 October]; and that if after the given date they were found in the forest, they were to be taken and sold to the king’s use.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  King John was so angry at the Cistercians for refusing to pay the tax that he almost ‘outlawed the order’, however Hubert calmed him down enough not to act swiftly. See Sidney Painter, The Reign of King John (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press , 1966), p. 156.
Hubert Walter offered King John a thousand marks in June 1200 to make peace with the Cistercians, but he refused to accept this. See David Knowles, The Monastic Order in England, 2nd edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1963), p. 366.]  [8:  For the privilege of being named the duke of Normandy, King John had to pay King Philip of France thirty thousand marks. He paid this debt during the months in 1200 when he was abroad, hence subduing his main enemy, the king of France. For more information see John Paul Davis, King John, Henry III and England’s Lost Civil War (Yorkshire: Pen and Sword History, 2021), p. 9.
King John returned to England around 29 September, the date of Michaelmas. See C. R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates For Students of English History (London: Offices of the Royal Historical Society, 1970), p. 56.
On 29 August 1189, King John married Isabella of Gloucester. They divorced on grounds of consanguinity in 1199, after ten years of marriage. The divorce is chronicled in Radulphi de Diceto Decani Lundoniensis Opera Historica, ed. William Stubbs, vol. II (London, 1876), p. 166-7. Further reading: D. L. D’Avery, Dissolving Royal Marriages: A Documentary History, 860-1600 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2017), p. 53 – 57, and Kristen McQuinn, The Two Isabellas of King John (Yorkshire: Pen & Sword History, 2021), p. 76 – 128.
Immediately after divorcing Isabella of Gloucester, King John married his second wife, Isabella of Angouleme, on 12 August 1200. Isabella of Angouleme was born around 1188 in Angouleme, France and died in 1245. See Agnes Strickland, Lives of the Queens of England from the Norman Conquest, ed. Caroline G. Parker (New York: Harper & Brothers Publishers, 1892), p. 77 – 83.
The second marriage was politically convenient to John, ensuring Hugh de Lusignan could not marry Isabella of Angouleme and inherit vast lands. Interestingly, John returned the lands given to him in marriage to his first wife, a kind gesture that allowed her next husband to take the title and lands of Gloucester. See T. W. Wood, Eldersfield and its Associations (Tewkesbury: William North, 1883), p. 5.]  [9:  Isabella of Angouleme was consecrated as queen at the age of around 12 on 8 October 1200. For an analysis of the circumstances around the marriage and consecration, see Elizabeth Norton, She Wolves: The Notorious Queens of England (Stroud: The History Press, 2008), p. 99 – 108.
Hugh de Neville was ordered by King John to remove any animals belonging to the Cistercians from the royal forests. To find out more about Hugh de Neville, the chief forester during King Richard I and King John’s reigns, see Charles R. Young, The Royal Forests of Medieval England (Pennsylvania: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1979), p. 25 – 32.] 


Therefore when the king’s most cruel edict had been promulgated, each house provided for its flocks meanwhile, as best as it could, and patiently bore the lord king’s great anger; crying out in their tribulation to the Lord their defender, to change the mood of the king to gentleness towards them and mercifully to free his flock from the tribulation of evil and grief. He most certainly did hear them, He who does not fail those that believe in Him, and He quickly delivered them from this tribulation. When the king’s mandate had been made known, the archbishop [Hubert Walter] sent his letters to all those abbots, warning them and advising them to meet at Lincoln for the visit of the king on the eve of St. Edmund [19 November] so that united together at the same time they might more easily incline the king’s savage mood and himself to mercy and the grace of reconciliation.[footnoteRef:10] Then, freely consenting to do his bidding, they met at the place named on the given day by democratic vote believing, more in the protection of the Lord than in the efficacy of their own virtue. Therefore they all met together there on the next day, that is on St. Edmund’s day [20 November], they hastened respectfully to the archbishop as he arrived outside the town, and dismounting from their horses they all of them fell down at his knees, humbly beseeching him mercifully to look after their affairs, and to move the king’s mood which was exasperated against them to the grace of good will by his solicitude. Then the archbishop completely overcome by the humility of so many distinguished people, got down from his horse and prostrating himself too, wept. Then he promised that he would be their helper and adviser in all matters, and having heard their advice, he promised to look after the security and interests of the order as best as he could and to apply himself to placating the king’s attitude by all possible means. Then he urged them that they should go outside the town on the morrow to meet the king as he arrived, and that they should receive him with the humility that was appropriate so that they might more easily alter his mood to piety and mercy. But afterwards, discussing this amongst themselves, it was agreed that they should not go to meet the king outside the town; lest by any chance they might be disparaged in any way by the royal outriders who knew that the king’s mood was hostile to them, and lest they might be received with derision by the triflers of the royal hall.[footnoteRef:11]  [10:  Hubert Walter asked the Cistercian abbots to beg King John to reconsider the interdict against them while he was at Lincoln to meet with King William of Scotland on 19 November. See David Knowles, The Monastic Order in England, 2nd edn. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1963), p. 366.]  [11:  The abbots decided to keep fighting against the king on the matter due to Alexander of Ford, the abbot of Meaux, bringing a letter from the general chapter, suggesting they kept fighting against paying the tax. See James Henry Ramsay, The Scholar’s History of England (1903), p. 388.] 
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