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In Block 4, I have been researching for my 2,500-word essay due at the end of Block 6. As it is entirely independent investigation, I have been researching the history of minstrelsy and blackface performance in the United Kingdom and United States before the year 1857, when Christy’s Minstrels perform in London for the first time. My sources so far have mostly been from academic journals on minstrelsy, blackface performance and Christy’s Minstrels and books from the time, which I have found primarily using JSTOR, Google Books and the University of Wales Trinity St. David (hereafter known as UWTSD)’s library search. I have found some newspaper archival resources, which were also found through the UWTSD library search, primarily looking for mentions of the group the Ethiopian Serenaders, who I believe to be important to the trans-Atlantic trade of blackface performance. What I have enjoyed most in researching is the act of hunting for the origin of terms, songs or names; I had a very exciting moment two weeks ago where I believed I had found the lyrics to Stephen C. Foster’s “My Old Kentucky Home” in a songbook of Irish songs from 1830, only to find that it had been mislabelled, and actually was published in 1870. Relatedly, what I have enjoyed least is false dawns, or finding I cannot find any information on a subject which could be very important to any conclusion I could draw. I have struggled to find a great deal of writing on the Ethiopian Serenaders’ tours of the United Kingdom, and academic materials in the specific years I am looking into are existent, but often either limited or severely outdated. I believe the greatest challenge I’ve faced is separating irrelevant information from relevant information when reviewing sources, as I find things too interesting to not note, even if they are unrelated to my actual subject. In the future, I will attempt to square these off by looking back at the original point I am trying to make, and keeping extraneous sources culled due to this in a “prospective use” archive instead.
