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Aims and Objectives: 
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• How can local communities be encouraged to engage in their local history 
and heritage? 

• What methods of engagement are successful or not so successful? 

• How can a wide range of people be encouraged to take part? 

• How should the outputs be disseminated? 

• What are the benefits for local people of being involved in collaborative 
local history? 

 
 
 
 



Abstract (approximately 500 words): 
Crynodeb (tua 500 gair): 
 
Many people are likely unaware of the history and heritage of their local area, 
whilst others are passionate about it but may not have an outlet through which to 
share their passion. This is potentially even more likely in a World Heritage City 
such as Bath, where the focus is almost exclusively on the city centre locations 
that give Bath its World Heritage inscription, such as the Roman Baths and the 
Georgian architecture. However there is history in all places, including the less 
‘glamorous’ suburbs.  
 
This project will look at how to engage people in their local heritage by increasing 
their awareness of what is around them. It will focus on the Bath suburb of Odd 
Down and the activities of the Odd Down History Group. This is a fledging group 
that was founded in November 2023 and initially held informal in-person 
meetings at a local café. More recently it has expanded to include a well-used 
and regularly updated Facebook group and has started organising talks and trips 
in the local area. The project will take the form of a Case Study, which will look at 
the work of the Odd Down History Group from its inception, following it through 
its current growth and looking at its plans for the future. 
 
The Case Study will consider the methods used by the Group, such as in-person 
meetings, talks and tours, Facebook posts, oral histories, and the development of 
a website. It will analyse the effectiveness of these methods in engaging local 
people and strengthening the local community. 
 
The study will place the work of the Group in the context of scholarship around 
working with local communities, co-creation of history, strengthening community 
cohesiveness and pride in people’s local area, oral histories, and the wellbeing 
effects of involvement in community activities. Research will be carried out using 
the following methods: 
 

• Participant observation – the researcher will observe the actions of the 
group and work alongside other members of the group, attending 
meetings, talks and events. 

• Participatory action research – the researcher and group members will 
work together to carry out research that empowers the members and 
provides benefit to the local community. 

• Primary sources – oral and written memories from group members and 
attendees at events, photographs and original documents, social media 
and website posts. 

• Secondary sources – academic literature discussing co-creation of history 
with local history groups. 

• Within-case, cross-case and longitudinal analysis – looking at evidence 
from within the group, comparing the group to other similar groups, and 
following the group’s development over time. 
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