Throughout this essay, the current political landscape will be explored in great depth critically between Europe and the UK. The UK and Europe will also be used to explain how they both affect the developed government within Wales. Issues within ‘Brexit’ will be included to show the negotiations which are being reported through a wide range of media sources all over the world. Within explaining the negotiations which are being reported, the representatives for each country who deal with these negotiations will also be included within this essay. “No country has ever left the EU before, and there was no way to legally leave the EU before the Treaty of Lisbon” which was signed in the year of 2007 (The Telegraph, 2017). The Treaty of Lisbon is an amended and it automatically updates the “Treaty on European Union and the Treaty of Rome”. Article 50 is part of the Treaty on European Union and is seen to be a formal exit clause. Before the Treaty of Lisbon; the idea to withdraw from the European Union was controversial and as stated above there was no clear way of leaving the European Union (Quartz, 2017).
Within the year of 2016 everyone within Britain came to a vote that they wanted to leave the European Union. Although this vote came very close with 52% of the public wanting to leave; additionally, 48% wanted to stay. There are many different aspects which must occur before the formal process of leaving the European Union. The first process which must occur is Article 50 (Grant Thornton – An instinct for growth, 2016). The Article 50 allows members within the European Union to have the right to be able “to quit unilaterally”. This Article allows a leaving country to have two years in which the leaving country is entitled to negotiate a deal in where they may exit the European Union but, it must be triggered by the UK (The Telegraph, 2017). The UK will be set to leave the European Union in the year of 2019. Since the decision was made by the UK public to leave the European Union, the British public still remains divided by the outcome of the decision. It is known that one of the key issues of the whole issue of ‘Brexit’ is how much Britain is set to pay the European Union before Britain is allowed to leave. In fact the amount the latter wants is set currently to £50 billion (Business Insider UK, 2017).
The UK representatives are made permanent when representing the UK to the European Union represents, this happens throughout all negotiations that may take place within the European Union. The role of the UK representative is to enable that the interests that the UK may make are promoted and explained at all times towards other member states as well as everyone involved within the European Union. Sir Tim Barrow was made the UK’s permanent representative to the European Union. The responsibilities for this is endless and Sir Tim Barrow deals with political, justice, financial and many other issues. The UK representatives have one of the busiest posts available (GOV.UK, no date).
David Davis is a Brexit secretary for the government. David Davis role is to help the government when they decide to exit the European Union. Working with Davis is Oliver Robbins. Robbins responsibilities are the same as Davis however, he will need to help establish any future relations that may still be existing. The negotiator on the issue of Brexit for the European Union is Michael Barnier. Barnier is the negotiator for any “preparation and conduct of the negotiations with the UK”. Additionally, Barnier has a further responsibility to come to an agreement when withdrawing from the UK and the European Union and also to be able to prepare the European Union for a new partnership in which they may discuss with the UK (ITV NEWS, 2017).
Phase one of negotiations have come to an end and phase two has been said to become a lot more difficult that what phase one was. According to BBC News – Politics (2017), Theresa May stated that phase two will include both the UK and the European Union to discuss their trade as well as their security. Also, they will discuss all the positives that they may come across with leaving the European Union and about the future relationships which they may keep with the European Union and the UK. Although, furthermore on the negotiations on Brexit; the priority for both the UK and the European Union would be to reach an agreement from both sides on the transition period which they must enter. The transition period should last roughly around two years after immediately exiting Brexit. 
The Express (2017), says that Britain would like phase two of Brexit to begin immediately. The European Union commissioner has suggested that they may not start the next stage until March 2018. Although, Article 50 was first triggered in March 2017 which results in the timer of two years starting to run out on the issue of Brexit talks. 
With the outcome of the nation’s vote on Brexit resulting in the UK leaving the European union, Wales will also become affected from the outcome result. Brexit for Wales means that the country will have to find another means of funding for the UK nation. Not only will Wales be affected by the outcome of Brexit but, the Welsh economy will also be affected including the manufacturing process and the Welsh agriculture. A statement issued by Wales Online (2017) states that a member of the European Committee had said that the impact of Brexit on the future of the UK would be unpredictable overall. It was also shown that in order for the UK governments to receive the best out of Brexit for every individual within the UK all the devolved administration must not work against each other and; instead they must work together. However, in answer to what was said within the article issued through Wales Online (2017), the UK government made clear that the UK is to be protected through specific decision making. These decision-making powers are to be transferred through the UK law which will be enabled temporarily which will allow any type of further discussion with the devolved administrations. According to BBC News (2016), certain areas within Wales have received a number of high support from the European Union since the year 2000. Since this year, Wales was awarded with the “highest level of economic support”. Since the UK voted to leave the European Union, Wales will not receive the two structural funds which they would receive if they were still part of the European Union. The two structural funds which Wales used to receive from the “European Union are; European Social Fund (ESF) and European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)”. These two funds which Wales had been receiving from the European Union came to a total of “£4bn” for structural funding since the year of 2000. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]According to Full Fact (2017), The European Union budget receives money from the UK and, it results in the UK paying in more than what they get back overall. This is proven where in the year of 2016, the amount the UK government paid into the European Union was “£13.1 billion”. However, the UK’s “net contribution” was around the value of “£8.6 billion”. So overall for the membership fee towards the European Union from the UK for the year of 2016 is, £13 billion. This is estimated due to the UK actually paying into the European Union’s budget of £17 billion. Additionally, the UK receives a discount from the European Union of £4 billion which results in the UK paying an overall amount of £13 billion. It is also shown through Full Fact (2017) that the UK pays an extra “£8.6 billion more than” what they actually get back. Furthermore, the contribution that the UK makes to the European union budget may vary from year to year however, they have seen to be a lot larger in recent years than what they have been in the previous years. The UK will have to continue to make contributions to the European Union’s Budget and stay a member of the European’s member ship and also receive funding until, the negotiations of Brexit has been started (Parliament, 2016).
According to Business insider (2016), The vote to leave the European Union will affect the market as the pound gets “annihilated” and everyone else within the environment will start to freak out over the results of the vote. Although, it also says that the nation as a whole will become divided due to the result of the vote between the UK and the European Union. Although it states that the results of the vote were “startling” as Britain has now been split down the middle due to the outcome of the vote. The European Union law which was brought into place to help bind the UK and the European Union together has now been removed due to the result of the vote. This results in a fundamental challenge cause to the future of the UK. This is not the only issue that the UK has had to deal with but, it has also had to deal with the tension which has arose with the UK’s four constituent regions. The issue with these four constituent regions are that both Scotland and Northern Ireland voted to remain within the European Union but, England and Wales voted to leave the European Union. “Equally, the devolved administrations must work with, not against, the UK government to get the best Brexit for the whole of the UK.” (Fortune, 2017), This quote shows that all the administrations working with the issue of Brexit has come to a conclusion that unless they all work together then the outcome of Brexit will not be in their favour. With all the devolved administrations working together on the main issue of the vote being to leave the European Union, it will allow the UK to have a better deal with the European Union when the leave is finalised. 
With the UK voting to leave the European Union through the issues of Brexit, not only will the UK face issues due to the outcome of the vote but; the European Union too. The UK is known to be the “fifth largest economy” throughout the world. Although, the UK is the “second largest” within the European Union (The Constitution Unit, 2017).
The European Union is known to be the biggest destination for the UK to trade which is why the single market enables the UK and the British economy to benefit. With the UK being part of the European Union as a member before the vote of Brexit, it meant that the UK was part of the single market. The single market allows the UK business to be able to have access to around five hundred million customers, through all different states within the European Union. This results in the UK also being able to purchase goods and other types of services from all the different continents within the European Union (BBC NEWS, 2012). The single market allows all the members of the European Union to abide one set of rules; where in turn the costs of the purchases are reduced. The single market is governed by many different legislations that all work together, to provide rules for all the members within the European Union who would like to use the single market. However, the single market also enables any member or country willing to use the single market services to; be able to “implement their own rules” within the single market. Due to the UK leaving the European Union it also means that the UK will be leaving the single market. Leaving the single market will leave a massive impact for the UK. There is a massive percentage of 44% of exports from Britain that go straight to the European union. Although, The UK is able to stay within the single market with not being part of the European Union. This can be done by the UK negotiating a good deal with the European Union, which will enable the UK to have access to the single market and to be able to trade freely (Independent, 2017). For the UK to be able to stay within the single market then the acceptance has to come from all the four European Union freedoms. These four European Union freedoms are; “movement of goods, capital, services, and people”. Any members from the European Union and the single market are allowed, to benefit from the different trade deals that the European Union may make with other countries. The only catch that the European Union have against the other countries is that the members “cannot set their own tariffs” (Financial Times, 2017).
Any European Union member wishing to be a part of the single market has to abide by the rules which have been made. The different treaties which have been made all have a common action in many different fields. These fields are; “agriculture, the environment and foreign and security policy”. Citizens of the European Union, all have the right to work within any European Union country and the right to have residence in these countries (Full Fact, 2016). 
There is a European Union bill which is also known as a withdrawal bill. This bill is a bill from the parliament of the UK which suggests to follow through with the UK leaving the European Union. The European withdrawal bill does this by overturning the European Communities Act 1972. The European Communities Act 1972, enables the source of the European Union laws to be cut off within the UK. This results in any laws made by the European Union in the UK to no longer apply after the whole issue of Brexit is complete. All the European Union legislation which have been made will all be copied into a domestic UK law. These UK laws will be put into place to ensure that after Brexit there will be a “smooth transition”. When the UK leaves the European Union fully, the government have commented stating that they would like to avoid a “disruption to businesses and” also the citizens (BBC NEWS, 2017).
With the UK leaving the European Union, the effects it will have will cause political and economic implications for all business around the world. Due to no other country other than the UK leaving the European Union before, it results in there being no procedure to follow. This then results in no one expecting what to occur next. Although, with the UK leaving the European Union, it will cause challenges as well as; bringing opportunity for businesses (Relocate Global, no date). 
The first ever referendum within the UK was held in the year of 1975. Britain had first entered the European Union in the year of 1972, after the result of a vote within parliament. The vote in parliament which led to the UK being entered within the European Union, left the vote split by both parties which were also involved. The vote of the continued membership with the UK meant that 67% of the voters voted yes. There had been a promise made that there would be a referendum, regarding the issue on if the UK should stay within the European Union. Although, it was said that the referendum regarding this matter would not happen until the terms had been renegotiations had been made with other European Union members (Brit Politics, no date).
The UK have not yet left the European Union, which means that the real changes for both the UK and the European Union may not happen until this has been completed (BBC NEWS, 2017). Children of European Union couples that live within Britain after the issue of Brexit has been dealt with will be given all of their rights, by both the UK and the European Union. It has also been said that any European Union nationals who are living within the UK after the issue with Brexit is dealt with “will be allowed to bring family members” to the UK but, only if they were together in a relationship. However, any type of relationship which have not yet been formed by a European Union citizen, who may be living within the UK after Brexit will not be covered by the guarantee (The Telegraph, 2017). 
Due to the effect of Brexit on both the European Union and the UK, it is shown that the UK will see less of an impact within the short term from the loss of European Union workers, within Wales’s NHS. Half of the Governments budget is accounted for by the health and social care, which results in the decisions being counted for as significant. Although, the biggest impact from Brexit on Wales, is to be the different types of impacts from the wider economy on the NHS. There are around “60,000 people” within the European Union countries that work within the NHS within the UK. The UK have benefited from the funds in which they receive from the European Union because, it is proven that the UK is known to the European Union to be “classed as one of Europe’s poorest areas”. Wales had not only benefited from the funds they had been receiving from the European Union but, also from reducing the gap which is between the rich and the poorer. Additionally, it has been said that the UK leaving the European Union has also been seen as an opportunity. This is because the rules which have been made by the European Union can now be changed within the UK (BBC NEWS, 2017). 
With the whole of the UK voting to leave the European Union with an outstandingly close vote of, 51.9% voting to leave and 48.1% voting to remain within the European Union. This results in the difference between both of the decisions were 3.8%. It is known that straight after the vote took place and, the referendum had been completed announcing the leave of the UK from the European Union; it left every individual “shocked”. Although, 12.9 million people did not vote at all (Brexit, 2016). Maybe if the other 12.9 million people voted as well, would the polls indicate a different result.
The UK have been made aware by the European Union, UK as a whole is not able to stay a member within the single market without being able to accept free movement of the European Union workers. This means that if the UK would like to stay a member of the single market within the European Union then UK must accept European Union workers the right to move freely within the UK (Express, 2016).
Overall, Brexit has been discussed all over the country in great depth since the nations vote took place. Throughout the whole essay; Brexit has been discussed in great depth regarding both the UK and the European Union. However, the effects that Brexit has on Wales has also been explained in detail. It is clear that the nations vote for the UK to leave the European Union came to a shock for everyone included. The vote to leave Brexit has started a lot of discussion within many different polls asking the question “what would you vote now?”. Most of the frequent answers to these types of polls are that the majority would vote to remain within the European Union. It is also known that the UK does not want to have Brexit within the foreseeable future (Brexit, 2016). The majority of individuals who didn’t vote on Brexit was the younger age group. This age group in particular is the age group who it is going to affect the most and, who didn’t want Brexit. This means that this age group would have voted to remain within the European Union. Although, Brexit was designed for a remain majority vote for the UK. The younger age group decided that the older generation were to blame for the outcome of the nation’s vote on Brexit. (BBC NEWS, 2016). Tony Blair stated within a newspaper article that he “demands second Brexit vote and ‘Remain will win”. Blair explains that individuals who voted to leave the European union will have voted to leave because, of the amount of money that they would be saving. Initial thinking would be that the money they have put into the European Union will be put back into the UK’s health care. However, “an extra £350 million a week will not be given to the NHS”. This shows that quick thinking about the advantage of saving money isn’t always the right option (The Times, 2017). The UK wanted to leave the European Union due to the UK supposedly “being held back by the EU”. Another decision to why the UK wanted to leave the European Union was due to the UK, wanted to become a single country to be able to make their own rules and regulations (BBC NEWS, 2018). With Brexit becoming a long process to finalise, it has become quite clear that not one individual would have known about the different consequences; that both the UK and the European Union would have to entail. Leaving the European Union has resulted in many prices including tax within the UK being risen and a number of different trades being damaged (HUFFPOST, 2017). However before Brexit, the economy of the UK “was stuttering”. This was shown with the “overseas sales falling” as well as the domestic sales. Although, even before the referendum on Brexit; Britain’s economy may have been falling, it is seen that after Brexit it will cause more issues (CNBC, 2016). The idea of leaving the European Union made people think, a savings of costs will happen. This would happen with the UK not contributing to the European Union’s budget anymore (The Week, 2017). However, it is hard to figure out if the savings cost is a financial advantage due; to the European Union giving free trade to other European Union members. It is clear that there are many different advantages and disadvantages through the nations vote to leave the European Union. However, it has also been made aware throughout this essay that the main disadvantage of the UK leaving the European Union would be their trade sales. With the UK leaving the European Union, businesses will become a lot harder to trade with other countries as, the UK will not have the advantage of being a European Union member within the single market sales. 
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