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HPCA7002 Assignment One
Question: Compare and contrast methodologies used in two research papers and discuss  the position of the researchers and their literature review.
Word Count: 1045


Introduction
This essay will compare and contrast the methodologies used in two research papers. The selected papers are Gillian Bennett, ‘If I Knew You Were Coming I’d Have Baked a Cake: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a Neighborhood Group’, an essay published in a book on the supernatural, and Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’, Sociology of Religion, Vol. 60, No. 2, 1999, pp. 187-197.[footnoteRef:1]  This essay will compare and contrast: first, the use of interviews; second, how participants were recruited and the researchers’ relationship with their target group; and third,  how the researchers related their findings  to their literature review.  [1:  Gillian Bennett, ‘If I Knew You Were Coming I’d Have Baked a Cake: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a
   Neighborhood Group’, Chapter 7 in Out of The Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, ed. Barbara Walker
   (Logan, Utah University Press, 1995).] 


All three authors have academic qualifications.  Bennett is ‘an independent scholar’ and author of supernatural stories.[footnoteRef:2] Bennett’s paper appears to be based on her PhD thesis dated April 1985,  as both the thesis and  paper discuss interviews held with 87 elderly women in her father’s podiatrist practice in 1981.[footnoteRef:3] Walter was a lecturer in sociology at University of Reading and since 2006 Professor of Death Studies at University of Bath.[footnoteRef:4]   Waterhouse is Honorary Associate in Religious Studies at The Open University, UK.[footnoteRef:5]  [2:  Gillian Bennett, Google Books Author Profile, Traditions of Belief: Women and the Supernatural, 
   https://books.google.com.au/books/about/Traditions_of_belief.html?id=9y8TAQAAIAAJ&redir_esc=y , 
   [accessed March 15, 2019].]  [3:  Gillian Bennett, Aspects of supernatural belief, memorate and legend in a  contemporary urban environment, 
   PhD thesis, University of Sheffield, April 1985, White Rose etheses Online,
   http://etheses.whiterose.ac.uk/1891/, [accessed March 10, 2019].]  [4:  Professor Tony Walter, Staff  Profile, University of Bath, UK, Director of the Centre for Death and Society,
   https://researchportal.bath.ac.uk/en/persons/tony-walter, [accessed  March 15, 2019].]  [5:  Dr Helen Waterhouse, OU People Profiles, The Open University, UK,
   http://www.open.ac.uk/people/hjw26 , [accessed March 15, 2019].] 


Methodology
Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter and Ajay Bailey have suggested interviews can tap into the meaning people attach to their experiences and provide an ‘inside’ or emic perspective.[footnoteRef:6] Both papers used this technique in their research. Bennett stated the women in her study used  a ‘specialized vocabulary’ when discussing psychic abilities, which she learned  after ‘a few days exposure’ and gained insight into the meaning behind their beliefs.[footnoteRef:7]  Bennett could communicate as if an insider using their specialised vocabulary, however, she remained an outsider as she lacked their shared knowledge.[footnoteRef:8]  [6:  Monique Hennink, Inge Hutter, Ajay Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, (London: Sage Publications Ltd,
  2015), p. 9, 14, 18 and  109.]  [7:  Gillian Bennett, ‘If I Knew You Were Coming I’d Have Baked a Cake: The Folklore of Foreknowledge in a
   Neighborhood Group’, in Out of the Ordinary: Folklore and the Supernatural, Chapter 7, ed. Barbara Walker,
   (Logan, Utah University Press, 1995), p. 125.  	]  [8:  Gillian Bennett, ‘The Folklore of Foreknowledge’, p. 125.] 


In contrast, because the topic of reincarnation posed ‘intriguing questions’, Walter and Waterhouse conducted a ‘small scale interview study’  to elicit what reincarnation meant to believers.[footnoteRef:9] Here again an emic perspective was considered important to understand the meaning attached to beliefs. Walter and Waterhouse did not disclose their own beliefs, and therefore would be considered outsiders,  but stated they were qualified to analyse the data.[footnoteRef:10]  The researchers of both papers used interviews to gain meaning and deeper knowledge of their research topics. [9:  Tony Walter and Helen Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief: Reincarnation in Contemporary England’, 
   Sociology of Religion, 60.2, (1999), pp. 187-197, (p. 188).]  [10:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.] 


The papers differed in how the participants were recruited. Bennett stated her research may be considered ‘controversial’ and therefore had to find a venue ‘conducive to personal conversation’, and an ‘intermediary’ to put potential participants at ease.[footnoteRef:11] Bennett used her father as a gatekeeper, a person such as a health professional or community leader, whom Hennick, Hunter and Bailey have suggested can provide access to an otherwise difficult to access community.[footnoteRef:12]  Bennett’s participants were mostly elderly women between 60 and 95 years  who attended her father’s practice.[footnoteRef:13]  [11:  Gillian Bennett, ‘The Folklore of Foreknowledge’, p. 126.]  [12:  Hennink, Hutter and Bailey, Qualitative Research Methods, p. 93.]  [13:  Gillian Bennett, ‘The Folklore of Foreknowledge’, p. 127.] 


In contrast, Walter and Waterhouse recruited participants through their contacts, ‘a call for volunteers on local radio’ and through snowballing, where an interviewee makes referrals to the researcher.[footnoteRef:14]  The participants were volunteers who had indicated interest in the study. The researchers used a non-random purposive selection which excluded religions with beliefs in reincarnation, as the research was not targeted at these groups.[footnoteRef:15]  [14:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189,  Hennick, Hutter and Bailey,  Qualitative
    Research Methods, p.100.]  [15:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189, Hennick, Hutter and Bailey, Qualitative
    Research Methods, p. 84.] 


Bennett conducted her interviews differently to Walter and Waterhouse.  Bennett’s participants were interviewed during treatment at her father’s practice, and with their  permission. However, it is not known if the women felt comfortable once interviews were underway, or if they felt free to cease the interview in the presence of Bennett’s father. [footnoteRef:16] Bennett gained demographic information: age, marital status and domestic circumstances from her father,  and religion was gleaned  from her father, or through the interview.[footnoteRef:17]  Judith Bell has suggested participants have a right to privacy, therefore providing participants an option to agree or decline providing personal information would have been preferable.[footnoteRef:18]  The Bennett interviews occurred in 1981, and while acceptable then, this style of interview today may require changes to provide privacy.[footnoteRef:19]  [16:  Gillian Bennett, ‘The Folklore of  Foreknowledge’, p. 127.]  [17:  Gillian Bennett, ‘The Folklore of Foreknowledge’, p. 127.]  [18:  Judith Bell, Doing your Research Project: A guide for first-time researchers in education, health, and 
    social science, 5th ed, (Maidenhead, McGraw Hill Open University Press, 2010), p. 51,
    http://www-dawsonera-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/abstract/9780335239146 , [accessed March 8, 2019].    ]  [19:  Judith Bell, Doing Your Research Project, p. 51.] 


In the Walter and Waterhouse study, Waterhouse interviewed  all the participants in their own homes, where they would have felt at ease.[footnoteRef:20] Walter and Waterhouse stated that questions asked were open-ended and care was taken not to use leading questions to ensure participants could speak freely.[footnoteRef:21]  In contrast to Bennett, Walter and Waterhouse conducted their interviews in a space where the participants would be likely to speak freely. [20:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 188.]  [21:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 189.] 


Literature Review
The papers differed in how the researchers related their field work back to their literature review. Bennett provided historical background of supernatural beliefs back to 1696.[footnoteRef:22]  She stated surveys between 1925 and 1985 found levels of belief in astrology and fortune-telling varied from 7 to 30 percent, however, she  quoted surveys in her literature review only up to 1956 for this topic. Bennett’s concluding statement did not relate her findings back to her literature review, instead discussing percentages of beliefs for 21 younger women and 13 men whom she had excluded from her study group at the beginning of the  research paper.[footnoteRef:23] [22:  Gillian Bennett, ‘The Folklore of Foreknowledge’, p. 122-123.]  [23:  Gillian Bennett, ‘The Folklore of Foreknowledge’, p. 140.] 


In contrast to Bennett, Walter and Waterhouse quoted in their literature review results of international research papers up to 1999, the year of publication.[footnoteRef:24] In their conclusion, Walter and Waterhouse clearly listed their research findings.[footnoteRef:25] They found no major trend towards belief in reincarnation, and concurred with G. Davie that reincarnation is a private belief held by the English alongside other religious beliefs.[footnoteRef:26] In contrast to Bennett, Walter and Waterhouse included a comprehensive conclusion related to their literature review. [24:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief, p. 188.]  [25:  Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 196.]  [26:  G. Davie, cited in Walter and Waterhouse, ‘A Very Private Belief’, p. 196.] 


[bookmark: about_author_anchor]Conclusion
This essay compared and contrasted methodologies used in two research papers and found: first, the methodologies were similar in that both papers used interviews to gain an understanding of the meaning participants attached to their beliefs. Second, the papers differed in how the participants were recruited.  Bennett recruited participants through her father’s podiatrist practice, and conducted interviews during their treatment. The lack of participant privacy could raise concerns regarding her research conclusions. Walter and Waterhouse recruited participants through their contacts, snowballing and local radio, and the participants were interviewed in the safe space of their homes. Third, the papers differed in that Bennett did not relate her findings back to her literature review, while Walter and Waterhouse provided a detailed analysis of their findings and concurred with previous research on how the English relate to religion. The methodology used by Bennett places questions over her results, whereas, the methodology used by Walter and Waterhouse instils confidence in their results.
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