[bookmark: _Hlk66550408]  A rationale to support the development of a leaflet promoting child safety and welfare.

This rationale aims to critically discuss factors that promote the safeguarding of children by considering various landmark policies that have influenced practice in various settings including education. Policies and practice maybe linked to educational theorists such as Maslow, Bronfenbrenner and Bandura in order to support the rationale of the particular policy or practice. The risks that children may be exposed to such as physical/virtual abuse and neglect will be considered with a heavy emphasis on online safety. With the development of a leaflet to support parents/carers in basic safety advice to aid in protecting their child from the risks of using the internet. 

Essentially, safeguarding is a framework that exists ‘to promote children’s welfare and development. Systems enable the clear identification of a risk and the referral (required) to the appropriate agency that has the duty to investigate’ and thus protect/help the child from further exposure to the risk (National Assembly for Wales, 2004). In essence, safeguarding is the legal framework that exists to protect our children from harm, identifying one of the most basic needs in Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (1943) - the need to be safe. Without being or feeling safe, an individual is unlikely to be able to fulfil higher needs, be able to self-actualise and thus achieve their full potential. Should a child be exposed to an ‘Adverse Childhood Experience’(ACE), such as physical or sexual abuse, it is likely to have a detrimental effect with an increased susceptibility of self-harming health practices with poor educational attainment (PHW, 2016). Thus, safety is paramount to reduce the risk of exposure to an ACE, not just for childhood but to reduce the potential life-long social, economic and emotional damaging effects.  Hence, policies have developed to create as safe an environment as possible for a child and these maybe elements that do not have direct contact with an individual but still have an impact on the outcome of an incident or situation that may cause harm. However, the degrees of protection under legislation have evolved over time with the flaws or ‘loopholes’ noted through reflective practice (Aubrey, 2019. p 145) following an incident, leading to improvements so that an incident is more likely to be avoided in the future.

The Children Act 1989, was ‘introduced to clarify the plethora of existing laws that affect children’ and ‘came into force in Wales in 1991’ (Evans, 2013). The Children Act 1989, essentially put a child’s rights in to law as many previous laws were open to misinterpretation and often applied more to adults than to a minor. The Act gave ‘every child a right to protection from abuse and exploitation’ (Evans, 2013) supporting the ethos of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of a Child (1989) Article 19,
‘To take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury, abuse, neglect, exploitation or sexual abuse while in the care of parents/legal guardians or any other person that may have care of the child’ (UNICEF, 2011).

The Children Act 1989 essentially galvanised various laws in order to give clearer guidance to those that come into contact with children and essentially put the child’s needs, rights, welfare and what was best for the child at the centre of the policy and thus, gave clearer guidance for other policies that may follow and affect children.

Following the death of Victoria Climbié due to the abuse and neglect she endured at the hands of her great aunt.  The Lording Laming enquiry (2003) made 108 recommendations for improvements to a service that was there to protect and care for Victoria. A key recommendation made was to improve communication between agencies, so to prevent replication and that agencies should work together rather than alongside each other (Laming, 2003). However, it seems that a contributary factor to this lack of communication was the Data Protection laws that were in place to prevent sharing of confidential information. The law to protect one element became a risk in this case. The legislation regarding information sharing did evolve to allow appropriate organisations to communicate more effectively and thus have a timelier early intervention in child protection cases (Every Child Matters, 2003). The Children Act 2004, developed further modifications to the Children Act 1989, by ‘placing a duty on services for children to cooperate in promoting the safeguarding of children and to make arrangements to safeguard’ (Evans, 2013). 

The multiagency communication ethos is promoted in the safeguarding software ‘My Concern’ that many educational settings use to record any concerns about a child.’ My Concern’ has multi agency access by ‘anyone responsible for the protection of children’ hence ‘protecting those at risk by allowing early intervention’ (My Concern, no date). However, feedback to staff that initially reported a concern can be inconsistent, with some schools regularly meeting and updating staff following an incident (Foley, 2021) and other educational setting ‘failing to feedback which is concerning especially when working closing with a child, as it may be possible to say something wrong and unknowingly upset the child’ (Morgan, 2021).

Safeguarding is not in place to protect only children but vulnerable adults, such as those with Additional Learning Needs or those under Anaesthetic. Thus, all frontline workers who may come into contact with vulnerable groups, for example – educational, healthcare and social services are subject to a national vetting search through the Disclosure and Barring Service to investigate their suitability for a role. However, the searches do only reveal those that are known to the police, thus there is the possibility that a perpetrator may come in to contact with the vulnerable as they simply ‘have not been caught yet’ (Hall, 2015).  Once in post, the said group do all receive child protection/whistleblowing training with clear guidance on the ‘responsibilities and accountability’ of that particular organisation (WG, 2004).

The UNCRC (1989), aims to protect the economic, social, education, legal and health rights of children with the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland formally agreeing in December 1991 that all children had all the rights to all 54 articles listed in the convention (WG, 2014). With the Welsh Government formally adopting the UNCRC as the basis of all policies concerning children in 2004. Ministers are ‘under a duty to have due regard for Children’s Rights’ in all policies that may affect them (WG, 2014). This demonstrates Bronfenbrenner’s theory of ‘Human Development’ (1977) where the ‘macrosystem’ effects an individual due to ‘the laws, customs and cultural valves of the society to with the child belongs (to) having a direct impact’ (Aubrey, 2019 p 154). As children are still developing physically, emotionally and socially through natural/normal growth patterns and may not have the capacity to understand certain situations, it is important to have a framework/laws in place to protect those that cannot protect themselves, particularly as it seems ‘criminal offences against children may not be as rigorous as similar crimes against adults’ (Laming, 2003).

There is many a policy that protects children from physical harm, with gradual evolution from the Second World War onwards to increase the rights that a child may have, shaking off the Victorian attitude that ‘a child should be seen and not heard’. The threat of virtual harm via the Internet is a risk that has only presented itself in recent years, with the advent of the first electronic message being sent in 1976, the commonplace ownership of mobile phones and advent of platforms such as ‘Facebook’ in 2004 (Tarnoff, 2016). Teachers are given curricular guidance, with school pupils having age-appropriate preventative unbiased, up to date lessons through Personal, Social and Health Education lessons about various risks they may encounter in life, including the Internet (WG, 2016). Schools have a duty to keep pupils safe while using the Internet on their premises, with restrictions/filters placed on material that may be considered inappropriate (WG, 2016). 

However, a group that is overlooked is parents/carers considering that a child actually spends more time in their care than the maximum of 25 teaching hours per week in school, thus the author’s rationale for creating a guide to inform this group of basic safety measures that can be put in place to not only protect their children, but themselves from the risks that being online presents. The guide is intended to ‘get the basics right’, with simple instructions that a primary carer with limited technical skills can achieve. There is a degree of repetition to ensure that the message is reinforced and the use of acronyms to aid memory and application. Indeed, the guide may be elementary for some primary carers, but aids to reinforce that their actions are correct and that they are able to keep their children and themselves as safe as possible from this virtual risk. When considering the internet, some may initially consider that using a laptop or PC being the only occasion that online risks are prevalent, but consider that ‘Facebook owned  social media apps such as ‘Instagram and ‘WhatsApp’ were used in ‘more than 70% of sexual communication offences’ (NSPCC, 2019) between 2017 and 2019 and essentially these are all Apps that many, including children have on mobile devices that may be accessed prior to legal age restrictions in private bedrooms away from parental supervision, hence inclusion in the leaflet. It is all forms of Information Technology Communication (ICT) that primary carers need to be mindful of, not just to protect children but to protect themselves from becoming a target.

The ‘internet aids anonymity (thus) assisting offenders’ (Beech et al, 2013) in taking part in illegal activity and gives a platform for an offender to target ‘vulnerable young people’. This criminal activity may be sexual in nature, with ‘harmful content, (exposing) images, text and audio that are age inappropriate, offensive or illegal’ (All Wales Child Protection Procedures Review Group (AWCPPRG), 2015). There may be harm through contact/’interactions with others such as online grooming for sexual abuse and exploitation’. With even ‘vulnerable adults with children being targeted through dating websites’ (AWCPPRG, 2015) by sexual predators. Harm may ‘arise from how children, young people and adults communicate with each other’ through the internet with the intend to ‘Cyberbully’ or through ‘Sexting’ (AWCPPRG, 2015).
‘It emerged in a CBBC study of 1,200 children aged 10-18, that 96% were signed up to social media networks’ with ‘49% of under 13-year-olds (subscribed) to Facebook’ (Harper, 2020). This is concerning as majority of social media platforms have an age restriction of 13 years and above. With ‘Peter Wanless, NSPCC Chief Executive stating, “Children are being groomed and abused on their platforms everyday’ (NSPCC, 2019). Online grooming techniques of vulnerable children ‘vary and may involve manipulation, flattery and sexualisation’ (Beech et al, 2013). A perpetrator may pose as another child, a different gender or join a chat-room to “empathise”, connect and form a friendship/relationship with their target. Grooming takes time to build a trust, although suspectable targets can quickly become influenced by their new “friend” (Beech, 2013). This concept may support Bandura’s theory of ‘Vicarious reinforcement’, where a ‘behaviour is learned through observing others and being rewarded for that behaviour. An observer is likely to repeat a behaviour in anticipation of being rewarded’ (Aubrey, 2019). Thus, a groomed individual repeatedly connects with their potential exploiter to experience the perceived connection, essentially being told ‘what they want to hear’, hence the said reward.

The grooming process may encourage an individual to behave ‘out of character’ as a method to please. Minors have been encouraged to send ‘nude, semi-nude images and video’s’ of themselves (Gov.UK, 2020) without an awareness that this is wrong and illegal, with it being ‘an offence to have sexual communication with a child from April.2017 (NSPCC, 2019). Grooming may not always have sexual intent with vulnerable targets being ‘radicalised’, thus recruiting ‘person(s) that come to support terrorism and forms of extremism leading to terrorism’ (Department of Education, 2015). Taking advantage of the targets’ need to please their perpetrator, by encouraging illegal activity and that ‘the behaviour becomes normalised’ (AWCPPRV, 2015). ‘Research regarding online grooming (in various forms) is limited and calls for further study into this field’ (Beech et al, 2013). This is likely due to the illegal nature of the practice and the lengths to which perpetrators will go to avoid detection and capture.
Rigorous safeguarding practice is vital as ‘being safe’ is one of our most basic human rights according to Maslow (1943), to provide that secure base for a child to build upon and achieve full potential. An abundant framework of applications of what it actually means to be safe written in to countless policies at local and governmental level, aiming to protect the vulnerable that cannot protect themselves from harm. To keep all children safe from all forms of abuse, whether it be physical, mental or virtual is paramount as the effect of an experience in childhood can have a lifelong effect and can be detrimental to the individual (PHW,2016). A safe, secure, well informed child matures to a rounded adult that will provide the same security for the next generation and contribute positively to society. Although every effort has been made to create as safe an environment as possible, evolving technology and a perpetrators devious evasion of detection has revealed flaws in protective laws.  However, resultant decisive governmental action has further strengthened the framework to reduce the likelihood of a repeated tragic incident and aims to protect safety rights for all children.



References.
· All Wales Child Protection Procedures Review Group (2015). The protection of children and young people at risk of experiencing harm through the use of Information Communication Technology (ICT). All Wales Protocol (2015). Cardiff.
· Aubrey, K. Riley, A. (2019) Understanding & Using Educational Theories. 2nd Ed. SAGE Publishing. London. 
· Beech, A. Colling, G. Hamilton-Giachritis, C. Whittle, H. (2013) ‘A review of online grooming: characteristics and concerns. Aggression and Violent Behaviour, 18,1 pp 62 – 70.
· [bookmark: _Hlk66549601]Department of Education (2015) The Prevent Duty – Department advice for schools and childcare providers. London.
· Evans, M. (2013) ‘Policy Guide: Children Act 1989 amended 2004’, Nursery World. Available at: https://nurseryworld.co.uk (Accessed: 14th March.2021).
· Foley, L (2021) Conversation. T Pound. February 2021.
· Gov.UK (2020) Department of Digital, Culture, Media & Sport (2020). Sharing nude & semi-nude: how to respond to an incident (overview) Available at: https:// www.gov.uk (Accessed:12th March.2021).
· Hall, A (2015) Keeping Children Safe in Education. Every Child Journal.  45. pp 62 – 68.
· Harper, P (2020) Child’s Play.’ How old do you have to be for a Snapchat, Facebook, Instagram Accounts. Social Media Age restrictions explained’. The Sun. 21st January. 2020. Available at: https://thesun.co.uk (Accessed:11th March.2021).
· Laming, W (2003) The Victoria Climbie Inquiry: Report of an inquiry by Lord Laming Published 28th January 2003. Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-victoria-climbie-inquiry-report-of-an-inquiry-by-Lord-Laming (Accessed: 11th March. 2021).
· My Concern! (no date) Available at: https://myconcern.co.uk (Accessed:13th March. 2021).
· Morgan, D (2021) Conversation. T Pound. February 2021.
· National Assembly for Wales (2004) National Service Framework for Children, Young People and Maternity Services in Wales (2004). Cardiff.
· NSPCC (2019) Recording online sexual grooming crimes rise by a third. Available at: https://nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2019/recorded-online-sexual-grooming (Accessed: 3rd March.2021). 
· Public Health Wales. (2016). Adverse Childhood Experiences and their association with Chronic Disease and Health Service use in Wales. Cardiff.
· Tarnoff, B (2016) ‘How was the Internet Invented?’ The Guardian. 15th. July. 2016. Available at: https://theguardian.com (Accessed: 10th March.2021).
· UNICEF (2011) The Convention on the Rights of a Child (1989). Available at: https://unicef-irc.org (Accessed: 14th March.2021).
· Welsh Government (2014) Children’s Right’s Scheme 2014.Cardiff.
· Welsh Government (2016) Welsh Government Response to Wales Report to the UN Committee on the Rights of a Child (2016). Cardiff.


2



	[image: Stay Smart Online Poster - Online Safety Poster for Schools]What advice should I give my child?
Be SMART online
S – Keep personal information safe.
M – Do not meet up with someone that you have met online.
A – Be careful about what requests you accept online.
R – Not everyone is who they say they are.
T- Tell a trusted adult should something worry you.
(The School shop sign shop, no date).
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     For more information:
· NSPPCC.com
· Net Aware.com
If I am concerned, what should I do?
                  REPORT IT! [image: Police Helmet Vector Images (over 4,600)]
Call 101 for non-emergency enquiries.
If you're deaf or hard of hearing, use our textphone service on 18001 101

(dreamtime.com, no date).

	 [image: ᐈ Kids on computers stock cliparts, Royalty Free child using computer  vectors | download on Depositphotos®]((Despositphotos, no date).
We all want to keep our children safe and this simple guide aims to keep parents and carers hints and tips about keeping their children and themselves safe online.
Being Safe Online
Advice for parents and carers to help keep their children safe online.
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Facebook  Snapchat   Instagram           

With WhatsApp – 16 +.
YouTube – 18+ - although can sign up with parental permission. 

((Pinterest, no date)
Do you know the age restrictions on popular Apps?
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The Risks
Cyberbullying – texts, calls, messages, images sent via the Internet to victim. Can be reached anytime anyplace.
Sexting – the sharing of messages, videos or images. Maybe intended for private viewing but may get shared.
Online Grooming – using flattery and manipulation to abuse or exploit a target. Maybe sexual in nature. 
Radicalisation – target vulnerable individual with the intent of exploitation for terrorist purposes.
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Be a TEAM 
Talk to your child about what they are doing on line.
Explore your child’s online activity. Why do they like certain games or apps?
Agree online rules as a family.
Manage your technology use and the settings that are available to you to keep your child and yourself safe online.
(Dreamtime.com, no date).
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