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Assignment Title: Choose a suitable theme / topic / language pattern to be presented to a group of children, creating two differentiated activities to introduce it.

Task 1
The setting for this assignment was a Year 3 class in a city centre school in Swansea. The school is located within a deprived area. 44% of children are eligible for free school meals. There are 28 learners in the class. 3 children have English as an additional language (EAL), however, all three are competent in their use of English and are considered to be at Stage D by the class teacher. Stage D determines that while children are competent, they still require ongoing EAL support to access the curriculum fully (WAG, 2003). 14 children have additional learning needs. 

During professional teaching experience (PTE), I only observed Welsh being taught on one occasion. The school’s Welsh language strategy did include a daily ‘slot drilio’, however, teaching time was not allocated to this during my PTE. Therefore, the only exposure the children had to Welsh, was the infrequent incidental Welsh commands used by the class teacher and me. To compound the problem, none of the children used Welsh away from school and very little Welsh is used in the local community. The Culture, Welsh Language and Communications Committee believe that to achieve the Welsh Governments aim of 50 million Welsh speakers by 2050, strategies need to be developed that ‘support the community and social use of Welsh language’ (2017, p.21).

Considering the limited exposure the children had to Welsh, I wanted to choose an engaging topic that would be accessible for all learners and would enable every child to participate in oracy, reading and writing activities. I combined the topic, ‘Countries’, with the schools ‘Patrwm Yr Wythnos’. Patwrm Yr Wythnos is a weekly sequence of Welsh sentence patterns that should have been introduced to the children each week. Although this was not used by the class teacher, I felt it was a good opportunity to reintroduce this. I continued this throughout my placement. At the start of each week I would introduce the patwrm yr wythnos and each day during registration, the children would be encouraged to practice the sentence pattern. 
 
Planning the lesson was a little tricky as differentiation strategies were not used by the class teacher during Welsh lessons. She felt that all children were at roughly the same level and differentiation was not necessary. I did not want to contradict this, but I was mindful of the need to have differentiated activities both for the purpose of the assignment and due to a personal belief in the value of differentiation. Gardner (1993) and Burkett (2008) highlight the powerful role of differentiation in meeting the varied needs of individual learners. Without wanting to contradict the view of the teacher, I chose to introduce activities with differentiated levels of challenge, however, I allowed the children to choose which they attempted. Donaldson (2015) promotes children being independent and believes they should have greater responsibility over their learning. 

To start the lesson a presentation (Appendix 1) was used to introduce the children to the sentence pattern and Welsh country names they would be learning and using during the session. Initially I modelled the vocabulary and it was repeated by the children. Repetition was a strategy which was carried through each of the activities. Krashen (2009) refers to this type of approach as audio-lingualism. The purpose of this approach is to help the children memorise new vocabulary. Fries (cited Richards and Rogers, 1987) argues that repetition and drilling should be the foundation of language teaching. 

Task 2
https://youtu.be/7k-KmZM8PFk 
*The activities shown at the end of the video, were filmed out of sequence and did not display the full range of work / dialogue. Unfortunately, the TA inadvertently took photographs of the children during the activities rather than videos. It wasn’t until the footage was reviewed after the lesson, that I picked up on the error. This was explained to Natalie at AFE. Natalie said this was fine, but to add a reminder to the submission. 


Task 3
Baker (2007) believes that when classrooms restrict second language teaching to strict timetabled lessons, the lack of spontaneous language use hinders learning and impacts engagement. This was a concern prior to teaching my lesson. I was worried that I would have a class full of disinterested children and it would be difficult to achieve any learning progress. However, these concerns quickly diminished as the lesson progressed. The children were really engaged from the start and took pride in demonstrating the Welsh vocabulary they already possessed. 

To begin the lesson (Appendix 1), I developed an introduction (Appendix 2) that I believed would be accessible for all learners and would immediately engage the children. I began by modelling the sentence structures and vocabulary that the children would be using in the session and they were asked to repeat the vocabulary several times. As the classed drilled the vocabulary, we focused on correct punctuation and paid particular attention to the sounds associated with Ll and Dd. 

Reflecting on the introduction, whilst it engaged the children and gave each learner the opportunity to use and repeat the vocabulary several times, I missed the opportunity to combine the sentence patterns and country location in the activity. During the introduction, I introduced ‘Ble est ti?’ and drilled it with the children. I then moved on to drilling the different country names. However, I believe it would have been beneficial for the children if we had also drilled the complete sentence structures, before moving onto the next country. For example, after the children had practiced Cymru, I should have taken the opportunity to ask ‘Ble est ti?’and given the children the opportunity to respond ‘Es i i Cymru, i gweld Cardiff Castle’. Although the children did use and repeat these sentence patterns during one of the activities, it was a missed opportunity during the introduction. 

A pleasing aspect of the introduction was the pronunciation and intonation I used when modelling the Welsh vocabulary. Prior to reviewing the video, I was nervous that my lack of confidence speaking Welsh, would result in a nervous and monosyllabic delivery to the children. However, from reviewing the lesson, I believe I modelled the vocabulary in an accurate and enthusiastic manner. 

Once the introduction was complete, the focus of the lesson was a carousel of three activities. Each activity was designed to reinforce the vocabulary used in the introduction. The primary focus during the carousel was oracy, however, elements of reading and writing were also introduced. Smidt (2016) believes oracy plays a highly significant role in second language development. This view is supported by best practice highlighted by Estyn (2012 and 2013). Oracy activities were particularly important in this class, as a few the learners were significantly behind their expected reading age and struggled with basic word recognition. 

Curriculum coverage during the carousel. 
Skills - Oracy
View and listen carefully responding orally, in writing and non-verbally
Respond by asking questions and offering comments
Communicate clearly and confidently and use intelligible Welsh pronunciation and intonation
Reinforce Welsh syntax by the accurate use of a variety of: • vocabulary • phrases • questions
Range – Oracy
Communicate for a variety of purposes including: • asking questions and offering simple comments (Welsh Government, 2015b, p.11)

Activity 1 (Appendix 3). The first activity was not differentiated, however, the children worked in mixed ability pairs. The strategy was for more able learners to support the less able learners during the activity. Vygotsky (1978) believed that interactions between peers can have profound effect on learning. Furthermore, Topping and Ehly (1998) highlight that peer assisted learning is beneficial for both the child providing assistance and the child receiving assistance. 

The activity required the children to choose a country flag at random from a bag. Based on the flag they selected they would have to say where they have been and what they had seen. I was pleased with this activity, as the children really enjoyed the random nature of picking a country and using it in their sentence. It also achieved the purpose of drilling the question and responses, without it feeling repetitive for the children. There were 8 different countries and each child had to use every country in their sentence patterns. This meant each pair of children repeated the conversation 16 times. Without the lottery element of picking countries at random, the children may have found the activity boring. However, they really engaged in the Welsh and also enjoyed learning about significant places in each of the countries. This aspect also introduced an element of cross-curricular learning. Whilst this activity was taking place, I was rotating between pairs and supporting the children with sentence structure and pronunciation. If I was to repeat the lesson in future, I would keep this activity the same.   

Activity 2 (Appendix 4). This activity required the children to recognise Welsh country names, highlight them on a map and create a key. The more challenging activity required the children to recognise a greater number of countries and asked the children to activate their prior knowledge of Welsh colour names to create a key for the map. The children participating in this activity were encouraged to use Welsh dictionaries and online dictionaries to help complete the key. The lower challenge activity gave the children a colour key and focused on reinforcing their Welsh colour vocabulary. 

The children who chose the more challenging activity enjoyed the task and were stretched by the requirement to complete a key which required 8 different Welsh colour names. Most were able to activate their prior knowledge and complete between 4 and 6 colours from memory. However, nearly all the children needed to use a dictionary to complete the last few. During the plenary, it was evident that the process of finding something in the dictionary, really embedded the vocabulary with the children. The following day, I asked the children to list as many Welsh colours as they could, and it was clear that the learning had been retained by most learners. 

The lower level challenge linked to this activity would need to be redeveloped. On reflection, it did little to reinforce or extend the children’s Welsh. The children liked the task, however, the skill it developed was more aligned to Geography and ‘identifying countries on a map’, reading rather than developing skills in Welsh. They structure of the key, where coch was written in red, and glas was written in blue and so on, made the activity accessible for the children who were unable to read. However, it meant the activity was too easy for the other children who selected it. The activity also failed to develop the children’s oracy and allowed limited scope for formative assessment. 

If I was to repeat this activity in future, I would try and incorporate an oracy element. Asking the children to say the country names and colours would further reinforce the vocabulary and add another learning dimension to the activity. 

Activity 3 (Appendix 5). This rationale for this activity was to reinforce the language used during the introduction and in activity 1. The higher challenge activity required the children to translate English country names into Welsh and match the translated name to the correct flag. The lower challenge activity did not require any translation. 

This is another activity which I have mixed feelings about. The higher challenge activity achieved the purpose of reinforcing the country vocabulary and also required the children to write the country names in Welsh. However, the lower challenge activity was pitched at too low a level and most children simply matched the flag to the correct flag using the English translation of the country name. Therefore, the lower challenge activity, did not enhance the children’s Welsh language skills. If I was to repeat this activity, I would remove the English translation and differentiate the task by simply reducing the number of countries in the lower challenge activity. 

Overall, I am pleased with the lesson and felt the planning and delivery allowed all the children to participate and make some learning progress. However, I am mindful of the fact that this lesson stood in isolation and did little to progress the children along a Welsh language continuum. Donaldson wants children and young people to have the opportunity to develop their ‘ability to speak Welsh confidently in everyday settings’ (Welsh Government, 2015, p. 7). From my personal experience teaching Welsh and as a student of Welsh, I do not believe second language acquisition is something that can be achieved through isolated Welsh lessons taught on an ad hoc basis.

Although I have mixed feelings about different aspects of the lesson, it has given me the confidence that I can teach a Welsh lesson and can engage children through the subject. However, when I have a class of my own, I need to ensure that Welsh is used frequently and consistently, both for the benefit of the children and myself. Without regular exposure and regular reinforcement, Welsh lessons become a tool for ticking a curriculum tick box, rather than an opportunity to provide children with meaningful skills for life beyond the class.
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Activity 2 (Appendix 3). This activity required the children to recognise Welsh country names,
highlight them on a map and create a key. The more challenging activity required the children
to recogaise a greater number of countries and they had to activate their prior knowledge of
Welsh colour names to create a key. The lower challenge activity gave the children the colour
key which reinforced Welsh colour vocabulary.

Activity 1 (Appendix 2). The first activity was not differentiated, however, the children worked
in mixed ability pairs. The Children chose a flag at random from a bag and then based on the
flag they would have to say where they have been and what they had seen.

Activity 3 (Appendix 4). The higher challenge activity required the children to translate English
country names into Welsh and match the appropriate flag. This reinforced the language

acquired in activity 2. The lower challenge activity did not require any translation.
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Assignment Title: Choose a suitable theme / topic / language 


pattern to be presented to a group of children, creating two 


differentiated activities to introduce it.


 


 


Task 1


 


The setting for 


th


is


 


assignment was a Year 3 class in a city centre school in Swansea. 


The 


school is located within a


 


deprived 


area


. 44% of children are eligible for free school meals


. 


There 


are


 


28 learners in the class. 


3


 


children 


ha


ve


 


English as an additional language (EAL)


, 


however, all three 


are


 


competent in their use of English and 


are


 


considered to be at Stage D by 


the class teacher. Stage D determines that 


while children are competent, they still require 


ongoing EAL support to access the curriculum fully (WAG, 2003). 


14 children ha


ve


 


additional 


learning needs. 


 


 


Durin


g


 


professional teaching experience (PTE), 


I


 


only observed Welsh being taught 


on one 


occasion


. The school


’


s Welsh language strategy 


did 


include


 


a 


daily ‘


slot drilio


’, however, 


teaching time was not allocated to 


this


 


during 


my


 


PTE. Therefore


,


 


the only expos


ure the 


children had to Welsh, was


 


the


 


infrequent


 


incidental Welsh commands


 


used by the class teacher 


and me


.


 


To compound the problem, no


ne of the


 


child


ren


 


used


 


Wel


sh away from school


 


and 


very 


little Welsh


 


is 


used


 


in the local community. The Culture, Welsh Language and 


Communications Committee


 


believe 


that 


to achieve 


the Welsh 


Governments aim 


of 50 million 


Welsh speakers by 2050, strategies need to be developed that 


‘support the community and 


social use of Welsh language’ (2017, p.21).


 


 


Considering 


the


 


limited exposure the children had to Welsh, 


I


 


wanted to 


choos


e


 


a


n


 


engaging 


topic that 


would be accessible for all 


learners 


and would 


enable 


e


very


 


child


 


to participate in 


oracy


, reading and writing


 


activities


. 


I


 


combine


d


 


the topic


,


 


‘Countries’


,


 


with the


 


schools


 


‘Patrw


m


 


Yr Wythnos’. Patwr


m


 


Yr Wythnos is a weekly sequence of 


W


elsh 


sentence


 


patterns


 


that 


should hav


e 


been 


introduced to the children each week. Although this was not used by the 


class 


teacher,


 


I 


felt it was 


a good opportunity 


to reintroduce this


. 


I continued this throughout 
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