Question 2: Within a given time period, select examples of what could be considered high and low cultural artefacts. Discuss these, taking into consideration the surrounding social, political and historical context.
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I’ve chosen a time period of the 1970’s where music was first heard and accepted by different ethnic groups. At that year music continued making a significant impact to their generation as many different and unique sounds were produced by various artists with different ethnicities and backgrounds. This caused different social groups that follow this particular sound such as the white people listening to rock bands and black folks listening to hip hop. The social groups differentiate each other creating stereotypes which is heavily influenced by the music which ended either telling the truth or misunderstandings. Music back in the 1970’s can only be listened to by street performances or from the radio, the radio is contacted by a record agency which has signed artists. So back then getting your music heard was extremely difficult especially when you’re a black artist, as back them music created by a black man or women was deemed as a “lower standard” as their main audience where white people and their own community were more interested in hip hop as that genre was more linked to their origins. 
Music was a heavy influencer to those who listened as some from different statuses use it for enjoyment, some to ease their pain and those who want to be accepted. As music evolved so did their audiences as certain genres created social gaps which ended up causing social injustice to some communities. Some genres such as Rock music was only known to be a “White thing” as most bands and band members where people of white skin causing those of other ethnicities not feel accepted due to their supporters mainly white people making them feel that there not worth to listen due to their background and skin. Racism is a big factor back in 1970 as the UK was rife with racism as most thought rock music only belonged to white people, this was proven wrong by the band “Rock Against Racism” as they fought against protesters and celebrated pulling communities together. This also lead them being in serious danger as the ones who follow the community are targets. The band “Rock Against Racism” are a collective of activists and musicians who organised more than 500 concerts around the United Kingdom, they inspired a generation which are all from different races, this is done purely by music. From staging in front of 100,000 supporters moving from country to country they created a movement which had an overwhelming influence which was used to spread anti-racist messages back at that time was desperately needed. By doing so they created a buzz that travelled across the world such as America as racism was heavily fuelled and an artist such as Jimi Hendrix tore the racists with his guitar making the white folk support creating love for those who belong to different communities. An artist such as Jimi Hendrix destroyed racism as he was shown as the only black member in his band and he was also dressed like a white person, this gave a visual representation to his fans which were also white to accept he is just like them creating their community to accept him making his community being accepted as well. Jimi Hendrix and Rock Against Racism closed the social gaps between white and black people creating a community that is accepted by both kinds making the world a happier place. By those individuals who are from a low status family they used something from a high culture to their advantage which was deemed to be used only by white people causing them to change their community to today’s standards. 

Music such as hip hop had a similar problem with their community as most music came from black people and was listened to both white and black communities. This genre originated in New York 1970’s by the people from the Bronx mostly from DJ Kool Herc which is known as the founding father of hip hop. This genre was predominantly for black people and was made form black people, they used types of drums and people beatboxing, this gave people the opportunity to get their rhymes heard and it was mainly done in the streets. People from lower statuses tend to use the streets to perform their style of rap as it is seen to them a type of enjoyment. This enjoyment spread wide around New York making other DJ’s create beats and people writing rhymes to their community. As the genre grew and become popular their fan base also expanded which contains a lot of different ethnic groups such as the white, Mexican and Latinos, making it widely diverse. As hip hop grew so did their language as it became more vocal and aggressive towards the artists community, as rap is all black music they had racial charges against them as police tend to be violent and unfair due to their skin colour being different, this caused artist to create political raps making their audience socially aware to their problems. Hip hop was more political compared to the other genres as rock and RnB, this made its own genre stand out and having clichés of dealing drugs and fighting with the police. This type of music connected with their main audiences which were black as they were prejudice against people of white skin colour and police brutality. Many artist use rap as a way to get their message across reaching their audience, such examples as the rap group “N.W.A” which uses rap as an outlet to speak vocally against police brutality using various aggressive words. Songs such as “F the police” was popular in the black community as they connected with the group as they were going through the same thing, their white fans also connected as they probably felt sad for them and showed their support. 
Back in the early to mid 1980’s this type of genre was only meant for black people and was accepted by black communities as a way for them to be seen as unique individuals, the technique of rapping is known to belong to the black community as they have a unique set of tone and rhythm when pronouncing words. This made them differentiate others creating a social gap between the black and white folks. After doing so they create a stereotype of other artists who are not from their heritage to be a “rubbish rapper” and this caused anxiety for a white artist as his/her main audience are black making them feel not accepted. As hip hop was evolving so did its sound as more white artists are coming out and showcasing their talent, this was shown mainly in the underground where rappers compete in verbal warfare, some to win the prize and some to be accepted. By that time white artists are getting recognition for their wordplay making them more visible to their audience, because in the 1970’s rap was more of a “black thing” but in today’s standards that’s long gone. As the music evolved so did the artists accepting to make music for both white and black people as they see their audience as a source of income and creating many influences of artists from different ethnic’s groups, such artist as Eminem wasn’t taken seriously because he was a white artist and wasn’t accepted by the community because of his skin colour. But as hip hop evolved there are more rappers with different ethnicities then ever telling their own stories that people relate and listen to.
Music such as hip hop has a massive influence in today’s culture for both high and low as they gave other people outlets to showcase their talents such as street dance and graffiti work in the late 1980’s. As a heavy influencer hip hop is they make music that others relate and groove to, this connects to people from low or high-status families making them all connect with one another. Street dancing had the same issue as rap as street dancing is only for black people and is deemed as “black culture” this created a social gap with the community as white people again don’t feel accepted due to the colour of their skin, but as time evolved and the black people accepting people with different ethnicities due to the thanks to hip hop as rappers from being only “black artists” evolved from artists around the world. This gave people who love to dance and to dance it allows people from different cultures and skills to present to a large audience their dance moves. As hip hop music is used mostly for street dance it allowed black and white people to express themselves using their bodies as a form of entertainment. This made everyone who dance feel accepted to the culture as there was no discrimination towards those of different skin colour. 
For those who do graffiti work, hip hop can be used as an excuse for them to express their art, this art form was used in the late 1980’s as hip hop was blowing up In the mainstream media so did its influence, as they tend to showcase their favourite artist and song through the streets of New York. Graffiti in some places are illegal it is still shown as a form of art or expression from the artist, as hip hop is politically influential they give the artist something to create and to the world, the graffiti artist can connect with the rapper as they have been through the same thing therefore making them create an art that can be seen by the public notifying them that what the rapper saying is real and not just happening to one person. Hip hop is essential for graffiti art as the genre tends to be “gangster” showcasing a bad boy image. This is predominantly aimed at creating individuals who like to share their story and art which is influenced by the rapper they listen to. In 1980 the media began to link graffiti with other emerging urban cultures those of rap music and street dancing, as it is shown to be an outlet for rap music videos and street dance interior. Something for low culture was used and expressed as a message from the artists and rapper, making their audience socially aware of the genre and problems.
Rap music is also heavily used in films to complement scenes which are action related or from a party. As rap has many forms from gangster rap to party music, films from Hollywood tend to use them to showcase the trends at that given time period. Movies such as wild style often referred to the first true hip hop movie that uses hip hop music, in the movie showcases low cultures utilising what they’ve got which was only music and that music was hip hop. The movie also showcases street dancing and graffiti work linking up the culture making it unique to those who never seen or been in those areas. This movie gives a perfect description of low culture as they showcased the music which was only accepted by a certain community making those who watch it understand and relate to it.

My conclusion is that music such as rock or hip hop has a massive influence in today’s culture and the culture back then as they broke social barriers between people of skin and ethnicity making it one big community. As both genres had activists that are willing to change the genres and making it acceptable to everyone, Hip hop in general being the most political one had to break the barriers of artists and dancers as they both had the same problem which was that it is “black culture” making artist and dancers of different backgrounds not feeling accepted for who they are. But as the “black culture” evolved so did its genres such as hip hop and dance which are both heavily used in today’s media. Overall Music is a very powerful tool that was used by people of low culture breaking down the political and social backgrounds letting others be accepted and knowing the artist’s story.
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