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Component 1: Development of Academic Skills
1. Evaluating Academic Sources Using the CRAAP Test
Source 1

Smith, E. E., Kahlke, R. and Judd, R. (2020) Not just digital natives: Integrating technologies in professional education contexts, Australasian Journal of Educational Technology. This source was found on the journal’s official website.

Using the CRAAP test, this source shows good Currency because it was published in 2020. Although it is not very recent, it remains relevant to digital learning in higher education. The Relevance is strong because the article explores how university students use technology and challenges the idea that all young people automatically have strong digital skills. This directly links to digital skills  in higher education. The Authority is reliable because the authors are academic researchers and the article was published in a peer-reviewed journal, meaning other experts reviewed the research before publication. The Accuracy is supported by research evidence, references and a clear explanation of findings. The Purpose is academic, aiming to examine how technology is combined into professional education rather than support  any product or opinion.

Source 2

Surducan, E. M. and Valadas, S. T. (2025) The role of digital competences in the academic success of digital natives, Journal of Digital Educational Technology. This source was accessed through the journal website.

This article demonstrates strong Currency because it was published in 2025, making it very up to date. The Relevance is high as it directly investigates digital skills and their impact on academic success in higher education. The Authority is credible because the authors are researchers and the article appears in a peer-reviewed academic journal. The Accuracy is clear as the study is based on student survey data and explains the research methods used. The Purpose is academic, aiming to understand the connection between digital skills  and student achievement rather than convince  readers of a specific viewpoint.

2. Synthesis of Academic Sources

Both sources examine digital skills in higher education but focus on different aspects. Smith, Kahlke and Judd (2020) question the assumption that young people automatically possess strong academic digital skills. They argue that confidence in using social media or everyday technology does not always translate into effective academic use. Surducan and Valadas (2025) focus more on academic results. Their research shows that students with stronger digital skills are more likely to achieve higher academic result. When considered together, these sources suggest that digital skills should not be assumed. Instead, it must be developed carefully. The research shows that improving digital skills can positively influence academic success.

3. Key Challenge and Opportunity

A key challenge identified in both sources is the gap between everyday digital use and academic digital skills . Students may feel confident using technology socially but struggle with research, digital organisation checking  online information. This can affect academic performance. However, there is also an important opportunity. Digital skills  can be improved through practice and support. When students strengthen these skills, digital tools can enhance productivity, confidence and academic achievement.

4. Academic Planning

Component 2 will analyse the challenges and opportunities linked to digital skils  before suggesting practical strategies for improvement. The report will follow a clear structure: introduction, challenges, opportunities, strategies and conclusion. Academic sources will be used to support the discussion.

Component 2: 
Application of Academic Skills

1. Introduction

Digital skills  are now an important  part of higher education. Universities rely on online platforms, digital systems and learning technologies. Students therefore need more than basic technological knowledge. They must understand how to use digital tools in an academic and organised way. Research shows that digital skills  can influence academic success. Some students benefit from strong digital skills, while others may struggle due to limited experience or confidence. This report examines the main challenges and opportunities associated with digital skills n higher education and explains how students can improve their performance.

2. Challenges

One major challenge is the assumption that all young people are naturally skilled with technology. Smith, Kahlke and Judd (2020) explain that using everyday technology does not automatically mean students have strong academic digital skills. Students may feel confident online, but they can find it difficult to use academic databases or judge whether a source is reliable. Another problem is that not all students have the same level of digital skills.
 Surducan and Valadas (2025) found that students with weaker digital skills often achieve lower academic results. Their research demonstrates a clear link between digital competence and academic performance. Digital overload can also create difficulties. Constant online tasks, messages and deadlines can reduce concentration and increase stress. Without strong organisation skills, students may find it difficult to manage digital learning effectively.

3. Opportunities

Despite these challenges, digital skills offer important opportunities. Students with strong digital skills can organise their work effectively, access academic resources efficiently and communicate easily with lecturers and peers. Surducan and Valadas (2025) show that higher digital competence is linked to stronger academic outcomes. Smith et al. (2020) also explain that when technology is integrated carefully into education, it can improve learning experiences. Digital tools allow flexible access to materials and support collaboration between students. When used purposefully, digital tools can increase independence and improve overall academic performance.

4. Strategies for Development

To address these challenges, students must actively develop their digital skills  First, students should improve their ability to evaluate online sources. Identifying credible academic research is important for academic success. Second, improving digital organisation is important. Managing deadlines, organising digital files and using learning platforms effectively can reduce stress and improve performance. Third, students should seek academic support when needed. Many schools offer workshops or guidance on digital skills. Structured support can help close gaps in competence. By developing these skills, students can reduce challenges and maximise the benefits of digital learning.

5. Conclusion

In conclusion, digital skills play an important role in higher education. Although many students are familiar with technology, this does not automatically mean they have strong academic digital skills. Research shows that digital skills are linked to academic success. Students who develop critical checking skills, organisation and digital learning skills are more likely to do well academically. Success in higher education depends not only on access to technology, but also on using it effectively and responsibly.
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