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ECAD6008 Assignment: Part 1

	Professional Experience Template 1
	Assessment 
Assessment plays a vital role in both teaching and learning; it is a necessary component of education. It makes it possible for educators, learners, and parents to comprehend the scope of instruction and the potential of the student (Hopefenbeck, 2023). A person's advancement depends on their ability to comprehend and use evaluation in the classroom. The four aims, the principles of progression, and the twelve pedagogical principles all promote progression (Welsh Government, 2022). Assessment for Learning strategies should be implemented throughout a lesson to measure one's understanding and development. 

	Pedagogy Standard
	Assessment for learning 

	What did you do and why?
	During my PTE2, the class had a desired focus on assessment for learning and completing a variety of strategies to relay the learner’s experiences. Due to this, I created my own personal traffic light assessment for learning strategy. The intent for this strategy was for the children to have an easily visualised strategy that they can relay their impression and thoughts on the lessons. The intended outcome for my assessment for learning (AFL) strategy was to measure the AFL within the classroom, develop the children’s level of recording and reporting as well as my own and gather a reflection on my owe and there learning. The strategy consisted of a created traffic light from a piece of wood and painted paper plates, where pupils were given their own peg to customize to display on their chosen area of assessment for learning. The leaners were pushed throughout each lesson and given their own individual opportunity to complete the traffic light and within the lesson they had time to reflect on their learning and report their thoughts and feelings. It was important that each child throughout the lesson understood the outcome of each lesson and the importance of selecting the correct area for their feeling and not to be influenced by others. 


	What have you learned?
	This was a crucial experience that I can apply to my teaching. A key component of students' growth is assessment for learning (Black and William, 1998). It produces opportunities for recording and reporting, which are utilised to gather feedback and learn. This indicates that student performance has improved. Research suggests that when students are more actively involved in their education, their confidence grows, and they become more committed to learning. I now see that using AFL in the classroom has several advantages. These include enhanced interactions between students and teachers, higher levels of motivation, better classroom cultures and learning environments, as well as enhanced self-confidence and self-esteem (William, 2011).


	What next?
	
This experience was beneficial to my teaching practice, it was beneficial to engage with staff and especially students to share ideas and gather feedback. I believe that further bridging experiences would be beneficial to enable my future progression. As well as this, I will follow on with wider research and working with student teachers and colleges, to develop my overall assessment for learning approach and develop new techniques and strategies.




	Professional Experience Template 1
	Exploiting subject disciplines in areas of learning 

When it comes to Exploiting subject disciplines in areas of learning the interdisciplinary approach. The theory is all about combining different subject Areas of learning to enhance understanding and foster creativity. This area is a great way to explore connections between areas of learning and gain a further understating within a variety of different topics.

	Pedagogy Standard
	Employing a broad repertoire teaching approaches 

	What did you do and why?
	During my PTE3 the learns completed a carousel of activities each morning. These activities were divided with certain learning intentions and outcomes. Each day of the week the learners were split into a variety of groups depending on their birthdays. The variety of activates involved Handwriting, spelling, mental Math, and a technology-based activity involving numeracy or literacy. These activities were designed to target a holistic approach development. Each activity the leaners would start in the same placed and complete a series of activities with different levels and theory to test their ability and ensure that each skill was being developed with test periods after each unit to activate prior knowledge and allow time for improvement. 

	What have you learned?
	When taking the development of the leaners into considering there is a variety of challenges and intentions that need to be taken into consideration. Developing a blended learning approach involves a consistent improvement with an ability to develop a variety of skills. 

	What next?
	To continuous developing my Belding learning experiences and the ability to ensure that I am providing this for all learners I believe that developing these skills further by completing research as well as gaining insight off fellow teachers and attend any addition session and educational courses that are provided or available. 



	Professional Experience Template 1
	Real life, authentic context

When developing the learners holistically there are many strands and aspect that need to be taken into consideration. For example, leaners learning in real life authentic context. Jean Lave, 1991 emphasized the importance of learning in authentic context, with the importance of learning is the most effective when it takes place in real life context, allowing learners to apply their knowledge and skills to enhance understanding and make learning engaging

	Pedagogy Standard
	Real Life authentic context 

	What did you do and why?
	During my PTE1, the class moved on to a new topic of money. During the class topic I planned a variety of lessons based on the concept of money for our final aim to create a shop. I created my very own shop for the children to experiences a real-life context with the independence of their own. From this, I followed on from the money and created a shop where ye children all had their own money pot where they walked around and worked out what they could buy and if they would have any change. The outcome of this series of lessons was for the children to explore a real-life context as well as independently work through a variety of challenges. The learns were met with this challenge and then inflected to make the correct deciding by working within their groups or individually to buy items in the shop and provide the correct change from there items when bought. It was vital that all the children understood the task and could demonstrate their understanding and ability if asked.


	What have you learned?
	This element of education was vitally important, one of the most important aspects of child development is the exposure to real life context.  This will enable the child to be exposed to real situations to strive and succeed. The aim of the shop was to enable the development of the children through a real-life context situation but giving them independence to complete and problem solve the challenge within their own ability. 

	What next?
	This opportunity was crucial as this enabled me to develop my teaching ability as well as plan for a holistic development of the whole child, as well as this it allowed me to plan for a variety of contexts and make several considerations. I feel that to develop my real-life context I will be continuous to us these aspect in my future lessons and use a variety of assessment for learning strategies to assess the outcomes. 





	Professional Experience Template 1
	Cross-curricular themes

Many educational researchers and theorists believe that incorporating cross-curricular themes can enhance learning by making connections across different subjects and promoting a more holistic understanding of concepts. Some literature that supports this includes the work of Howard Gardner and his theory of multiple intelligences, which suggests that students learn best when they can explore topics through various perspectives and disciplines. Additionally, the concept of project-based learning often incorporates cross-curricular themes, as it encourages students to work on real-world projects that integrate multiple subjects. So, using cross-curricular themes can be a great way to make learning more meaningful and interconnected.


	Pedagogy Standard
	Cross-Curricular themes

	What did you do and why?
	During my PTE3 I was set with setting the class a rich task based on the class topic of belonging. Using belonging as an umbrella the class completed a lot of work within the community which lead to our task of making a podcast, with different groups discussing different aspects of the community. Each group was faced with a variety of new challenges from writing a script, recording the voice overlay, and editing skills. The focus on the activity was driven by the four purposes which are ambitious, capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives. enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. This challenging task tested the learner’s ability and showed the resilience of the class by tasking on a new challenge and giving it there all. The children were involved in a cross-curricular activity which demonstrated their levels of Language, literacy, and communication skills as well as their technology skills throughout the whole activity.


	What have you learned?
	When developing the learners holistically, there are a variety of aspect that need to be taken into consideration. When developing the learners in education there are four specific purposes that are needed to be met to strive and succeed. As well as this, cross curricular activities are pushed as these will holistically develop the learners.  These activities will be implemented through a school day to meet specific educational goals as well as targets set by the leaners and teachers. These activities can be challenging as they need a level of resilience and effort. 

	What next?
	Following from my previous tasks, the prospect of this area of development had a significant focus on certain focused topics. I believe that following on from this, attending additional sessions within school colleges to gather experience and knowledge as well as any training courses and days to enable improvement within the cross-curriculum themes and four purposes to strive for the best outcome and results.








ECAD6008 Assignment: Part 2

	Target 
	How I have worked on this?
	Example it can be found on (Page Number)

	Ensure I follow Harvard reference guide
	I have used the Harvard referencing guide to follow my referencing 
	Throughout the assignment and within the reference list

	Proofread my work
	I have gone through my work to check to grammar and spelling
	Throughout the whole assignment after completed 




Critically reflect on your progress in planning, preparing, and teaching lessons that incorporate specific pedagogical principles. (This evidence should be taken from you Professional Learning Passport –PLP.) Identify up to three of these pedagogical principles as an area for development and justify the next steps in your development.

Introduction 
This paper aims to examine and evaluate two pedagogical principles selected from the Curriculums for Wales Professional teaching standards. The twelve pedagogical principles are integrated; they target the holistic development and progression of learning (Welsh Government, 2020). They provide a foundation for effective instruction and assist teachers to create a curriculum that is relevant and meets the needs of all learners. Furthermore, Selfridge (2019) states the importance of education and how progression is linked within the holistic development of a child. (Cambridge Dictionary, 2024) states progression is the process of changing or developing towards an improved situation or state. This indicates that to influence holistic development it is important that a variety of steps are met for all the learners to explore progression and be able to progress to their potential and strive and succeed. Pedagogy is essential to teaching and learning (Husbands, and Pearce, 2012). Pedagogical concepts aid teachers in comprehending the best practices for a classroom environment. These are basic ideas that form the basis of instructional strategies and activities. The two selected teaching concepts, "Cross curricular themes" and "Real life authentic contexts” are intended to be examined in this study. To effectively include these elements into professional approaches as a reflective practitioner. It is imperative to comprehend both their benefits and limitations to the overall learning. To improve the teacher's educational approach, it is important to identify the two pedagogical components that require further focus. Cross-curricular themes and real-world genuine settings are significant pedagogical components that have been successfully used in the classroom to improve learning results during a variety of teaching approaches (Welsh Government, 2023). The author of this essay will defend the need for developing abilities in these areas and lay out the strategic measures that will be taken to continue professional growth. Recognising opportunities for improvement in teaching and learning requires starting the process of improving teaching techniques and using reflective practice to assess progress in creating, organizing, and carrying out lessons that are based on certain pedagogical concepts (Schon, D.A. 1983). 

Overview 

The specific pedagogical standards the educator will be incorporating include real life authentic and cross curricular themes. Using cross-curricular themes and real-world genuine settings in teaching and learning has become more important for enhancing students' overall learning and development. Using these pedagogical approaches challenges all students and helps them understand the value of steady effort while keeping a constant focus on the curriculum's overarching goal (Emily, 2022). According to this study, pedagogical principles may be used to direct and create learning environments that are grounded in theoretical and practical concepts, hence boosting student engagement through creative learning activities (William, 2013). During instruction, the teacher skillfully incorporated the two selected elements to boost student participation and further their advancement in education. Learning is made more relevant and useful in the classroom by using actual, real-world situations. By relating classroom instruction to real-world scenarios, students are better able to understand the relevance of the material and apply it purposefully (Osika, MacMahon, Lodge and Carroll 2022). 
Authentic learning experiences are those “activities that actively involve learners in the application of knowledge and skills to complex problems that mirror those that are faced in real life” (Cardiff University, 1893). This suggests that by using this method, students can acquire solid information that will be applicable to their future endeavors (Advanced, 2023). This concept was displayed within the classroom environment when the learners were completing a real-life authentic context of a shop and linking it through real life authentic context of the topic money. This event gave the students the chance to first-hand experience a real-life situation as well as explore their imagination. Furthermore, this gave the leaners the chance to activate their prior knowledge and connect with one and other to spark communication as well as supporting the four purposes (Welsh Government, 2020). As a result, for the students, the real-world realistic courses were able to close the gap between learning in the classroom and real life purposefully (Osika, MacMahon, Lodge and Carroll, 2022). 

The second pedagogical principle involves Cross-curricular themes. Cross curricular themes offer a creative way to develop children’s knowledge, skills and understanding while motivating them to learn through stimulation, interconnected topics (Historical Association, 2023). Cross-curricular learning connects new information to previously learned material, which helps improve students' comprehension and memory of the material. It can also increase students' sense of purpose and engagement by demonstrating the connections between various courses (Primary Physical Education Specialist, 2023). This concept aids the progression of learners in a holistic approach.  Hei Schools (2022) states that “Holistic development is a person’s social, emotional, physical, mental, and intellectual growth” this demonstrates that cross curricular themes in education promote a wide range of opportunities for learning to engage and advance within their learning. The learners were exposed to this by completing and creating a podcast. Within this activity the learners were provided with the task of creating a podcast based on an area in their community chosen by the teacher. This activity involves each group to use a vast number of skills to design and create a script for the podcast, using filming equipment to film as well as learning new skills to edit their scenes. Ashokan (2015) provides the explanation that a holistic view illustrates one’s interests that engage and develop the whole person. This idea is fundamental to the Welsh Curriculum's design and is thought to be of the highest significance for all students. It is required upon all practitioners to devise a cross-curricular methodology to foster and guarantee advancement across diverse domains of knowledge (Welsh Government, 2022).
Within these two standards the main goal is to aid the learners’ progressions this is vital to help students activate their prior knowledge and build on it to strive and succeed. Progression is also fundamental to foster the sense of achievement to encourage student to strive for the best, and allowing them to build, progress and succeed over time, enhancing their confidence and their holistic abilities. 


Strand 1 – Real Life Authentic context
Realistic, real-world circumstances could encourage and accelerate learning. There are several advantages to using this strategy in the classroom, which explains why the teacher took advantage of the students throughout the lesson. By providing an increased number of real-life authentic experiences, the learners become more relevant and engaging to learners, increasing their ability to deal with real life situations (Estyn, 2018; Estyn, 2023). This is demonstrated by the learners completing the shop activities as they were exposed to the meaningful links to a variety of benefits. 

Utilising real life context will come with significant benefits. Real Life and authentic context strengthen meaningful learning. When learning is meaningful to the learners it becomes more relatable and memorable. Indicating that real life authentic context contributes to the direction of learning within the classroom. This means leaners will become more motivated to explore and research their answers to questions and enable their ability to find solutions more indecently (Advanced, 2023). Encouraging learners to make connections between new information, prior knowledge and experiences enhances their comprehension and sharpens their critical thinking and problem-solving abilities, which is important for their overall growth and development (Envision, 2017). In addition, real life authentic context is set to improve attitude towards learning and accelerate relationships as well as accelerate learning. Icek Ajzen’s (2005) book “Attitudes, Personality and Behaviour” promote the relationship between learners and the concept of real life and authentic context and the acceleration of progression that is linked within the active topic. Supporting this is Bruner (1966) who maintained that learners create meaning from their prior real-world experiences and that learning is a dynamic process (McLeod, S. 2023). Instead of only having their teachers explain the connections and correlations between various facts, concepts, and theories. Bruner (1966) contends that students should be able to ascertain for themselves how the subject matter is organised. 

However, there are several limitations when it comes to using real life authentic context in education. Real-life genuine learning could have some restrictions. One may contend that contextual limitations exist; these comprise of limited resources, time restrictions, and the complexity of real-world circumstances. These limitations cannot be fully duplicated in a controlled setting; they are examples of contextual constraints that may apply to this technique (Authentic Activities, 2012). As well as this, another limitation is that the participator may struggled to create a real life and authentic context due to the limitations they may find with the access to resources that will link the practice to real-world circumstances. Furthermore, when conducting real life and authentic context lessons it withholds a heavy time constraint. Laur, D. (2013) in the book “authentic Learning experiences” exposes the theory behind the context and portrays that this constraint is time constraining and if the correct period is not supplied within the education, then the skill and achievements set to be made will perish. Supporting this further is Stanley, (2018) with his book “Authentic learning: real-word experiences that build the 21st century”. He proceeded to support Laur, D. 2013 by extending her statement and agreeing that Real-life and authentic context need the ability to be worked on and supported for a vast amount of time to see any benefits and results within education and the progress and attitude in learners.  On top of that the educator would have to have a high consideration when dealing with this approach. The ethical implications of this teaching technique need to be carefully considered before being implemented in educational settings. It is the responsibility of the educator to make sure that students are not unintentionally exposed to private or sensitive material that might violate privacy standards in such circumstances (BERA recommendations, 2018). Educators also have an obligation to create inclusive settings free from bias and discrimination, respecting the varied backgrounds and experiences of every student. Equal access to learning opportunities is also morally required to guarantee that all students, regardless of their financial situation or resource availability, gain from the real experiences. The ultimate objective is to create an ethical learning atmosphere where respect, justice, and integrity are valued within the context of the real-world learning opportunities offered. Thus, for the teacher to carry out a just and ethical lesson, it was imperative that the needs of the students come first when creating a real-life mine and shadowed by the Guidelines set in stone by (BERA, 2018).


Strand 2 – Cross curricular (Vygotsky ZPD) 

Cross-curricular themes refer to a strategy that incorporates contributions from multiple different disciplines and views to support instructors' and students' growth and advancement in education.  Still, one may argue that incorporating cross-curricular topics into the classroom has many advantages as well as drawbacks (Kerry, 2015). To help students realize how ideas and abilities may be applied and integrated, educators must make meaningful links across various subject areas. Barnes (2018) book ‘Applying cross-curricular approaches creatively’ demonstrates the ability cross curricular learning has the potential to build upon and further enhance the connections between learning as it uplifts the mix and blend between academic subjects as students can pair and combine something they are passionate about with a s subject or element they may not be. This idea gives the learners a rich leaning environment where skills and task are developed in disguise. This all-encompassing viewpoint not only improves their comprehension of certain courses but also fosters flexibility and problem-solving skills. Learners may create a more thorough framework for comprehending new material by experiencing the interconnection of knowledge, which can result in a more robust and improved learning experience (Kerry, 2015; Rowley and Cooper 2009). 
Learners' motivation and engagement are likely to rise when they are presented with improved learning opportunities. Cross curricular work offers a new approach to encouraging adolescents to study through engaging, related subjects while enhancing their knowledge, abilities, and comprehension (Historical Association, 2023). Student performance and behavior are driven by motivation. Students that are motivated will approach their studies and the classroom with greater positivity and energy. Pupils are more inclined to take the initiative to study and stick with things when they're tough or make mistakes which builds characters and builds resilience (Schunk, Meece, and Pintrich, 2014). For students to believe that they can succeed in the classroom, learners must be motivated and engaged enough to be open to learning new abilities. They will be unable to convert their basic protentional into advanced talents without such dispositions.
Supporting the benefits of cross curricular themes in education is the framework of Vygotsky 1978 “Zone of proximal development” Vygotsky portrayed that learning was a highly social process that interlinked subjects together for children to strive and develop (Mcleod, S. 2024). Cross-curricular topics give students a framework for this sort of learning and social engagement. Additionally, the Zone of Proximal Development is relevant as students may push themselves in the context of several learning domains with the help of their teachers and peers, which may result in improved comprehension and skill development throughout the curriculum. These skills were observed within an educational setting which the learners completed a task set by the educator. The learners were set the challenge to create a podcast based on a chosen area given to them within their community. The learners were highly invested within this idea as it involved a variety of skills from creating a script to using software and technology to edit and record. All pupils were invested within this activity and powered through showing a high level of resilience and motivation is finish this task as well as working collaboratively in their groups. 
In contrast, it could be discussed that implementing this approach can involve a numerous number of limitations and disadvantages involving cross curricular themes. When integrating cross-curricular themes in the classroom, there can be time and resource limits. These might include not having enough time to fully utilize a variety of topic areas, not having enough money for supplies because of the school budget, and not having enough room in the classroom (Verma, 2005). This demonstrates that like Real life and authentic context if the skill is not fully met the learning and development of the learners will be affected. As well as this, cross curricular themes in education can add additional stress and pressure within the learning environment with teachers and learners. This highlights how crucial it is for the practitioner to make sure the session is well organised to prevent any problems from arising. If the strategy is not used properly, learners may exhibit disagreements in conduct because of a decline in involvement (Thompson, 2017); this is supported by Blooms Taxonomy, (1956). Learning objectives are categorised using Bloom's Taxonomy, a hierarchical paradigm that ranges in complexity from fundamental information and understanding to sophisticated evaluation and production (Ruhl, 2022). This indicates the level of holistic development that is needed to be met within education and the importance of progression, indicating that limitations and challenges need to be met, delt with and super passed for the leaners to meet their potential and succeed. 



Conclusion
As a reflective practitioner, the educator has evaluated and analysed the pedagogical principles. The process of thinking over one's experiences develops understanding of one's whole practice; this is referred to as reflection. Individuals who reflect on their job or the care they provide to others can make improvements over time (HCPC, 2019). Becoming a reflective practitioner allows many benefits such as encouraging specialized specialists to collaborate in multidisciplinary teams. promoting advancements in procedures and offerings, as well as reassuring the public that medical and care personnel are always learning and trying to get better (Elspeth Gibbs, and Mills, 2012). When conducting the research, the practitioner will have to be open minded to allow for the pedological principles to be worked on and for the progression to be met. Real life and authentic context allow the learners to strive to succeed, ensure learners are more motivated while learning and practice higher order thinking skills (Finch, 2023) as well as real life and authentic context, the practitioner overviews the impact of cross curricular themes in education and how implementing this pedological principle can have everlasting benefits. Cross Curricular themes provide a unique way to holistically develop children knowledge, skills and understanding of a variety of task and details while motivating them to learning through stimulating, interconnected topics (Historical Association, 2023). This shows the importance of certain aspects in education and how they can improve the learning environment of the classrooms we work in. Moving forward I believe that a real life and authentic context rich learning environment is greatly beneficial within education as well as the importance of the learners leading learning through a variety of cross curricular themed lessons. This demonstrates the importance of targeting the holistic development of the child and understanding the needs of each learning within your learning environment.  Therefore, in future practice I will continue to meet the professional standards of teaching and learning to implement pedological principles throughout teaching. 
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