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‘An Examination of Affordable and Sustainable Housing for the Future’
Introduction
The dissertation will look at affordable and sustainable housing for the future, in this it will consider the 25 million existing houses in the UK which no longer fit the regulations for sustainability, and how they can be retro fitted to make the more sustainable, more affordable to buy and run. The recent Fabian Society Report reminds:
‘The housing system has been in crisis for decades; it remains in crisis Across the UK, housing represents one of our greatest domestic challenges’ (Thomas, 2023) 
The study will examine the lessons from the past and look at housing that has worked, e.g., Cadbury’s housing is meant to increase wellbeing. The Bourneville Trust is planning housing for older people at Lawley. The Trust plans to build 3,000 properties to be completed in 2026 (Bourneville Trust 20120). The Fabian Society report urges the discussion of human rights to housing so eroded over decades. The flaw in the document is the lack of reference to specific ecofriendly materials that can be used in construction. My study will explore a holistic examination of the issue, with interviews from the public, that both documents lack.
Aims and Objectives 
Examine past examples and plans for affordable housing, evaluate how well they worked, did they achieve what they set out to do?
To find out how to retrofit existing buildings in the most sustainable and cost-effective way.
To find out how in future housing can be made more affordable in the UK.
To research ergonomics to determine how much space do we really need to live well
To find how to future proof houses for climate changes in the future.
Regarding climate change, future proofing housing for the future to cope with weather changes and its effects is essential. Population growth, demographics, new technology like heat pumps, retrofit and community regeneration will be explored. 

Methodology
The study will consider using mixed methodology, examining the history and current housing issues and construction in a quantitative manner. The proposed interviews look at qualitative interviews with the writers of the Fabian Society articles, Swansea Council Leader Rob Stewart including questionnaires with current tenants in Swansea.
The methodology will include a literature Review, focused on history, housing and sustainability.  Sustainable materials, and the methods needed to retrofit houses, will be explored, research into the ergonomics of housing and social needs. It will examine how climate change will affect the UK plus adaptations for future housing.
Limitations
The word count, and research time. Focusing on Swansea in the questionnaires as the wider surveying is too vast.
Ethical considerations
Ethical permission is needed to carry out the surveys. Housing support advisor in case residents need advice/support following the interviews.
Time frame
The study starts: September 2023, with permissions applied for initial research. A draft of the literature review will be completed in December 2023. Surveys to take place in January 2024. Writing up to begin in February, draft dissertation April 2024.
Conclusion
I have chosen to write about this because making our homes more sustainable and eco/socially responsible is key. Examining current data and questionnaires will give a clear view of the key challenges facing housing provision today and how building and planning can be proactive in shaping good futures for communities.
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