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1. Introduction 
In the final chapter of Mansfield Park Jane Austen writes: ‘Let other’s pens dwell on guilt and misery’.[footnoteRef:1] If you are a reader of Jane Austen’s novels, you probably will agree with the saying and these are the least important feelings for you while reading her novels. She portrays people’s lifestyles and the relationships between family members, friends and lovers. What is embedded in readers’ minds not only lies in her humourous, ironic discourse but also depends on her ability to present a character’s thoughts directly to the reader and yet still retain narrative control.[footnoteRef:2] Austen is revered as a literary figure in the history of English literature. Throughout history, Jane’s novels have been read not just by ordinary readers but also by academia. In 1923 Virginia Woolf confessed that ‘of all great writer’s she found Jane Austen, the most difficult to catch in the act of greatness’.[footnoteRef:3] There were many critics who took her greatness for granted, they devoted their attention to the business of examining her artistic method in order to grasp and define the unique quality of her accomplishments.[footnoteRef:4] Jane Aiken Hodge in her 1972 biography of the novelist writes: ‘How surprised, and how amused, Jane Austen would have been if she could have know what an immense number of critical works would be devoted to her’.[footnoteRef:5] The introduction to The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen notes: ‘In our own day, Austen has become not just an author, but a figure, a writer avidly claimed by readers lay and academic, by critics of different stripes and schools’.[footnoteRef:6] Actually, criticism is not that a negative thing for a writer. The new edition of The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen adds some new essays showing the importance of understanding the world of Austen’s novels and the continuing influence they have on readers and viewers.[footnoteRef:7] As a reader, the importance lies in the value I sense in reading. So from my understanding Jane Austen is a smart woman who knows the value of life. She published her novels to support herself financially. She knew the value of money but she still retained her true feelings for love rather than for money. From her letter to Fanny, she says: [1:  Jane Austen, Mansfield Part, (London: Penguin Classics, 1996), p. 428. ]  [2:  Lodge, David, Jane Austen’s Novels: Form and Structure. The Jane Austen Companion. ed. by J.       David Gray, (New Your: Macmillan, 1986), p. 165. ]  [3:  Virginia Woolf, Jane Austen at Sixty, The Common Reader, (London, 1925), p. 180. ]  [4:  Judy Simons (ed), Mansfield Park and Persuasion, (USA: Macmillan press Ltd, 1997), p. 3. ]  [5:  Laurence W. Mazzeno, Boydell and Brewer, “Introduction.” Jane Austen: Two Centuries of Criticism, pp. 1-11. <www.jstor.org/stable/10.7722/j.ctt81z9p.4.>[accessed 12 November 2019] ]  [6:  Edward Copeland and Julie McMaster(eds), The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen (Cambridge University Press, 1997), Preface, pp. xi-xii. ]  [7:  Sandra L. Alagona, Book Review on Edward Copeland and Juliet McMaster, eds. The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen, 2nd. ( Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2011), P,1. ] 

You have no inclination for any other person. His situation in life, family, friends, and, above all, his character, his uncommonly amiable mind, strict principles, just notions, good habits, all that you know so well how to value, all that is really of the first importance, everything of this nature pleads his cause most strongly.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Jane Austen, Letters to Fanny Knight, Brabourne Edition, <https://pemberley.com/janeinfo/brablt15.html#letter80> ,[accessed, 9th January, 2020]] 

It shows in the letter that Austen has her own judgements on a good lover. It is more intriguing to find out in her novels about her attitudes towards life and marriage. As one of her fans what I can do is to share my views from my reading experience and my ideas about why her novels has enlightened and inspired my life.  
2. Money in Marriage
Jane Austen tries to describe the value placed in marriage by connecting the characters’ social identity and status with money issue. ‘Austen approaches the subject, money, from three different, but related, points of view. First, as a member of the pseudo-gentry, that is to say, the upper professional ranks of her rural society; second, as a women in that society, severely handicapped by law and custom from possessing significant power over money; finally, as a novelist who joins other women novelists in a larger conversation about money’.[footnoteRef:9] It seems marriage is the best solution to their financial precariousness for  her heroines ‘It is marriage that at all times confirms and reproduces established social arrangements, and marriage that, at this particular time, was seen as the best possible arrangement in an imperfect world and, moreover, the sole arrangement by which we can nurture precious moral affections’.[footnoteRef:10] At the beginning of Pride and Prejudice is the famous saying “It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in want to a wife.’[footnoteRef:11] It makes me wonder how about women’s views when faced with a single man with a large fortune. In Pride and Prejudice and Mansfield Park, the heroines refuse to get married with someone who could bring wealth to them. There is one scene that Elizabeth in Pride and Prejudice refuses Mr. Collins’ proposal.  [9:  Edward Copeland, Introduction, Women Writing about Money: Women’s Fiction in English, 1790-1820,(Cambridge University Press, 1995),pp.1-14.]  [10:  Claudial Johnson, Jane Austen: Women, Politics, and the Novel, (The University of Chicago press, 1998), p.89.]  [11:  Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, (London: Penguin Classics 1985), p.51. ] 

You could not make me happy, and I am convinced that I am the last woman in the world who would make you so. …  ‘I thank you again and again for the honour you have done me in your proposals, but to accept them is absolutely impossible. My feelings in every respect forbid it. Can I speak plainer? Do you consider me now as an elegant female intending to plague you, but as a rational creature speaking the truth from her heart.[footnoteRef:12]  [12:  Austen, Pride and Prejudice, p. 150.] 

Mr. Collins is conceited and believes Elizabeth will happily and readily accept his proposal but he overestimates himself and he doesn’t understand her inner concern to find love. Elizabeth barely persuades him that she is not an ‘elegant female’ refusing him so as to whet his appetite, but —she echoes Mary Wollstonecraft— ‘a rational creature speaking the truth from her heart’.[footnoteRef:13]  [13:  Rachel. M. Brownstein, ‘Northanger Abbey, Sense and Sensibility, Pride and Prejudice’, in The Cambridge Companion to Jane Austen, ed. by Edward Copeland and Juliet MacMaster, ( Cambridge Press, 1997), pp.32-57 (p. 53).] 

If you don’t feel surprised by Elizabeth refusal of Mr. Collins then you might feel disappointed when she refuses Mr. Darcy’s proposal. One of the climaxes in Pride and Prejudice is the scene where Mr. Darcy expresses his feelings for Elizabeth and proposes to her. She is quite surprised at the beginning but she refuses him immediately by condemning his arrogance and his manipulation of her sister’s marriage.  
‘From the very beginning, from the first moment I may almost say, of my acquaintance with you, your manners impressing me with the fullest belief of your arrogance, your conceit, and your selfish disdain of the feelings of others, were such as to form that ground-work of disapprobation, on which succeeding events have built so immoveable a dislike; and I had not known you a month before I felt that you were the last man in the world whom I could ever be prevailed on to marry.’ [footnoteRef:14] [14:  Austen, Pride and Prejudice, p. 224.] 

Out of Mr. Darcy’s expectation, Elizabeth’s refusal is a crushing blow for him. He feels humiliated by her words due to his status and her family circumstance. But at the same time, Darcy has learned a lesson and starts to reflect his behaviour. 
In Mansfield Park, Sir Thomas Bertram’s judgment of Fanny Price for her unwillingness to marry Mar. Crawford points out that under Fanny’s circumstance, which is the best choice for her. But Fanny knows her feeling towards her true love. 
‘…a little more time for cool consideration, and for really examining your own inclinations; and are, in a wild fit of folly, throwing away from you such an opportunity of being settled in life, eligibly, honourably, nobly settled, as will, probably, never occur to you again’.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Austen, Mansfield Park, p.290   ] 

In Mansfield Park, Mary Crawford declares ‘I would have everybody marry if they can do it properly; I do not like to have people throw themselves away; but everybody should marry as soon as they can do it to advantage’.[footnoteRef:16] ‘Mary’s statements provide a constructive framework for the economic ideology that is reinforced by marriage during the nineteenth century’.[footnoteRef:17] It is the ideology of economy that points to the necessity of marriage that if you are a woman, you are not rich, and must want a husband.  [16:  Austen, Mansfield Park, p. 41.  ]  [17:  Morgan O’Neil, “In cannot act!”: Fanny Price’s Divergent Ideology in Mansfield Park, York University Open Journal Systems, p. 80.] 

The heroines in both novels refuse to marriage someone they don’t love. They stick with their true feelings for love. On the one hand, this shows Austen’s view towards marriage. On the other hand, it reflects the economic ideology underpinning marriage in the nineteenth century. 
There is one thing we need to take into consideration. Women in 19th century needed to face the reality in life that their beauty was the only treasure they could possess, so finding a good husband is the only way for them to secure their life. It is quite understandable in some ways that people are so desperately looking for a good marriage. But Jane Austen is different and she chooses a different path to uncover her true feelings for women who need to consider more about themselves as individuals rather than as men’s accessaries. But I think Austen is also quite conservative to voice her views on the dependence of women.        
3. Searching for inherent value  
What fascinates me about Jane Austen’s novel is that it enlightens me in my life. She tries to instruct people but in a very natural way. She shows us a good marriage or a stable relationship needs both of man and woman to help each other to overcome hardships and become more mature, more honest and a person of good virtue. In Pride and Prejudice, Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth dislike each other at the beginning then gradually realise they are in love. 
In Pride and Prejudice, Elizabeth turns down Mr. Darcy’s proposal, he was upset and angry so he wrote a letter to explain his behaviour and character. In the letter, he points out all the improper behaviour of her father, mother and sisters. And he unveils Wickham’s conduct to his sister, which makes Elizabeth think about her relationship with others. It gives her reflection about herself. Mr. Darcy gradually changes her in a subtle way. Likewise, after the marriage refusal, Mr. Darcy starts to realise something in his life. We can see this in Chapter 58, when Mr. Darcy says to Elizabeth ‘ your reproof, so well applied, I shall never forget…you taught me a lesson, hard indeed at first, but most advantageous. By you, I was properly humbled’.[footnoteRef:18]I think both of them help and improve each other. Elizabeth believes love is education. Mr. Darcy’s manner has been changed and improved by Elizabeth’s frankness. Elizabeth has also gained important insight from the words and deeds from Mr. Darcy.  [18:  Austen, Pride and prejudice, p. 224] 

When Fanny comes to Mansfield Park, she is only ten years old. She is self-denying and her assessment of her inner value is quiet low. Her changes and self-discovery depend on the encouragement and company of Edmund. Edmund is Fanny’s mentor and helps Fanny to find her interests. He helps Fanny to write letters to William; he respects her individuality. He understands fanny’s loneliness and sadness. He sees her value and finally realises his love for Fanny. So good love itself can help both lovers to grow and to gain a benefit of great importance.  
4. Education: Parental care 
There is a theme which needs to be discussed in Jane Austen’s novel that is education. When talking about education, it is necessary to look at parents who should play a major role in education. But we can see that both parents in Pride and Prejudice and in Mansfield Park are not good in their roles. In Mansfield Park, the errors and sins of Tom, Maria and Julia Bertram on the one hand and Mary and Henry Crawford on the other are substantially the result of flawed upbringing and failed education.[footnoteRef:19] Lady Bertram pays little attention to her children.  [19:  Laura G. Mooneyham, Romance, Language and Education in Jane Austen’s Novels,(Macmillan Press, 1988)  p.69. ] 

She had not time for such cares. She was a woman who spent her days in sitting nicely dressed on a sofa, doing some long piece of needle work, of little use and no beauty, thinking more of her pug than her children.[footnoteRef:20] [20:  Austen, Mansfield Park, p. 20. ] 

When Mr. Bertram goes away on business, their children are relieved by it and don’t care too much about it. ‘Their father was no object of love to them, he had never seemed the friend of their pleasures, and his absence was unhappily most welcome’.[footnoteRef:21] So, we can see there is no intimate relationship between Sir Bertram and his daughters. It’s not hard to tell that their children’s misbehaviour is part of the insufficient care from the parents.  [21:  Austen, Mansfield Park. P. 31. ] 

In Pride and Prejudice, Mrs. Bennet’s only concern is for her daughter to find a rich husband. There is no consideration of the virtue of the man as long as he has property and money. For example, when Elizabeth refuses Mr. Collins’s proposal, Mrs. Bennet says she will not take Elizabeth as a daughter. So she doesn’t care about her daughter’s true feeling for love instead she only thinks Mr. Collins who will inherit her husband’s property. It is a good bargain for one of her daughters to settle down with him. Mr. Bennet only thinks Jane and Elizabeth are the good daughters to him but the rest of his daughters are just stupid enough to be laughed at. He satirises them rather then educating them in the right way. So Lydia runs away with Wickham without any shame of herself and Mrs, Bennet’s concerns has nothing to do with the her daughter’s disgraceful behaviour. 
5. Conclusion 
From the social context in early 19th century, women’s social status is inferior to men and it is believed that women are less intelligent than men, so women’s main work is to stay at home. Therefore, there were not many choices for them except getting married which is the only way to have a stable and secure life otherwise they have nothing gives readers a great way of seeing daily issues which may have subtle connections with readers’ own life. In relating to the issue of money, I think Jane Austen doesn’t think money is the sole issue in regard to marriage because she herself once turned down to a proposal. But she also believes that money is essential for supporting one’s life. So she is satisfied to write and sell her books and earn money to support her life. She does a good thing to educate people to have the right judgment in life by telling interesting stories and fascinates readers greatly by using irony and humour. 










