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Chapter 8

Outdoor Education in the
National Curriculum

Barbara Humberstone

Thanks for the great time I had. There was plenty to do, so I wouldn’t have a
chance to get bored. I liked climbing and I thought abseiling was great. .. . [
wasn’t too keen to come but when it came for the time (o leave I didn’t want

to go home. I thought the siaff were great. Like Brenda said, everything’s inagic!

I am looking forward to coming again.(Kate)'

With the overload of documentation and the frantic race to ensure that our subject
and our values are not overlooked in the melee, with concern about “delivering
the National Curriculum (NC) and inventing attainment targets, one wonders
what has happened to the recipient of all this (cf. Brighouse, 1990). Has the pupil
been lost somewhere? Perhaps she or he has disappeared into the ‘bustle of the
marketplace'l What about areas of the curriculum that attempt to place the pupil
at the centre of the learning process—where are their alloted places in the
National Curriculum?

One such curricular irea, its advocates would argue, is outdoor education ( OE),
This aspect of the curriculum receives no mention in the National Curriculum
document From Policy to Practice (Department of Education and Science [DES],
1989a). This is despite OE’s past recognition as a valuable mediumi for personal,
social and physical education in reports from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate (HMI,
1983, 19894, 1989b) and others (Inner London Education Authority [TLEA], 1988;
Manpower Services Commission [MSC], 1981) and its particular contribution to
the enchancement of subject areas concerned specifically with aspects associated
with the outdoors and the environment, such as geography and biology (cf.
DES, 1979; Schools Council Geography Committee, 1980: HMI, 1986. 1989¢).
However, OE is briefly mentioned under ‘extracurricular activities’ in the NC
document The Whole Curriculum, where, in addition to it contribution to the areas
described, it is seen as providing an opportunity for ‘education for citizenship’ (cf.
NCC, 1990, p. 6).

Like dance (also absent from the NC document), outdoor education is ‘betwixt
and between’. Both have unique subject identities, yet many of their facets can
be located in a variety of more strongly bounded curricular subjects—or rather,
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