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Introduction
The following essay will be developed in the context of the law governing homicide in England and Wales. The main aim of the essay is to understand whether the law leads to homicide in the requirement of reform. The essay will discuss current law regarding homicide and some issues associated with the act, such as partial defences to murder, and others. Regarding the Homicide Act, the Law Commission and other bodies proposed some reforms which will be evaluated in the essay. Furthermore, the reasons behind the UK government have accepted and rejected some aspects of the proposal regarding the reformation of the homicide act will be discussed in the essay. Along with that, some arguments against this reform will be presented. 

The main body
The law of England and Wales categorised homicide offences in a rudimentary and blunt fashion. There are just two all-purpose homicide offences, such as manslaughter and murder. The mainstream of illegitimate homicides has to fit into one or the other offence. Under common law, homicide offence encompasses various categories which are as follows. Murder is the most thoughtful form of homicide. It can be demarcated as the illegal killing of another individual with “malice aforethought”. Malice aforethought can be expressed or indirect. For securing a conviction for murder, the prosecution has to evidence that the perpetrator planned to kill another person or cause serious harm as well as that their actions were illegal. Manslaughter is referred to as cases where an individual illegally kills another person without the intention to cause serious injury or death. It is mainly divided into two categories, such as voluntary manslaughter and involuntary manslaughter (Soothill and Francis, 2016). Voluntary manslaughter mainly occurs when the accused had the purpose to cause serious harm; however, did not intend to kill. Involuntary manslaughter is referred to as cases where the accused had not to have the purpose to cause death or harm; however, acted unlawfully or in gross negligence. Moreover, infanticide is a certain offence which applies to the murder of a child under the age of one by their mother. It is separately treated for manslaughter and murder and carries particular legal provisions. 
For England and Wales, the Homicide Act of 1957 was implemented, which dealt with homicide as well as the prosecution and penalty of murder. With regard to the prosecution and punishment of murder and attempted murder, this law was modified for Scotland. Murder is defined in Section 1 of this act as the "malice forethought" killing of a human being while on the Queen's peace. The impression of lessened accountability was first used as a defence to murder in Section 2 of the Homicide Act. Section 4 of this act mainly deals with cases where two or more individuals agree to commit suicide together. It states that if an individual survives, he/she can be charged with murder for the death of other persons. Section 1(2) of the Homicide Act provides the legal provisions for infanticide. This section states that a mother who kills her baby under the age of one while suffering from a disturbed mental balance due to childbirth can be convicted of infanticide instead of murder (gov.uk, nd). 
In some cases where the mental state of the accused person or circumstances can lessen their liability for murder, the law is recognised as certain partial defences. In this case, two common partial defences are ‘provocation’ and ‘diminished responsibility’. The concept of diminished responsibility is stated under Section 2 of the Homicide Act 1957. It enables an accused person to contend that his/her mental state majorly impaired their accountability for the murder. If the defence becomes successful, the charge of murder can be condensed to voluntary manslaughter. The defence of provocation, though not a partial defence is recognised under the Homicide Act. However, the “Coroners and Justice Act 2009” presented changes to the defence. It is moreover known as "loss of control" as well as has stricter criteria for implementation. Apart from that, the issue of intent needed for murder has been the subject of controversy and debate in the UK legal system (Hunter, 2016). The law traditionally needed a purpose to murder or cause physical harm for conviction of murder. There have been arguments that the need for a purpose to kill is too strict and an intention to cause serious physical harm must serve for a murder conviction. This debate mainly highlights the challenges in outlining and proving intent in homicide cases. Along with that, some critics argued that the class of manslaughter is too broad involving a broad range of circumstances and consequences in potentially unpredictable sentencing. Manslaughter involves both voluntary and involuntary types that cover different scenarios, like illegal acts, cases of gross negligence, or where the accused person has no intention to cause serious harm or death. These issues are very multifaceted and subject to continuous discussions and possible reforms. In this case, the law can change to address concerns as well as adapt to societal needs (Pike, 2022). 
A proposal from the Law Commission has been published in 2015 where the Law Commission was established by Section 1 of the “Law Commission Act 1965” with the intention of indorsing the reform of the Homicide law. In this proposal, some defects in the current law have been identified. For example, there were some faulty elements of murder, such as "serious harm" as presently outlined in Homicide law does not have to be life-threatening. Moreover, under the present law, an individual can be remorseful of murder though he/she could not and did not expect, never mind intend that their actions will threaten life. The proposed framework consists of three all-purpose homicide offences that are supplemented by particular offences, such as "first-degree murder" where a life sentence is mandatory, and "second-degree murder" which requires a discretionary life sentence. Manslaughter will require a fixed term of years sentence and in particular homicide offences, like infanticide and assisting suicide, there will be a fixed term of years sentence (gov.uk, 2015). Regarding the first degree of murder, the Law Commission proposed that all illegal killings committed with the purpose to murder must be "first-degree murder" except if the criminal has a partial defence, duress, or diminished responsibility. They proposed the sentence of this offence imprisoned for entire life. Moreover, the Law Commission proposed that all illegal killings committed with the purpose to cause major harm must be "second-degree murder" and the sentence for this offence must be imprisonment for life. The Law Commission moreover proposed that causing the death of another person must be manslaughter.
The UK government has selected not to continue with the reforms to homicide’s structure at least for now. The government moreover proposes to modify the law of connivance for homicide; however, they are not accepting the more universal proposed changes to the law of connivance proposed in the report of the Law Commission in 2007 which is ‘Participating in Crime’. Moreover, other proposals of the Law Commission from the 2006 homicide report, like the opinion that force must become a defence to murder, as well as the government, must embrace a public consultation on the mercy killing issue yet have not been taken up (justice, 2023). The acceptance and rejection of the proposals consider various factors, such as legal considerations. The government may evaluate the compatibility of proposed reforms with existing rules and legislation, including the effect of legal principles, potential implications for the criminal justice system, and consistency within the legal framework.
Against the reform of the Homicide Act, some arguments have developed. Some argue that the present Homicide Act with the common law principles adjacent to homicide has changed over time and reflects developed legal principles. As per the argument, any significant reform can potentially undermine those principles and develop uncertainty in the legal system (Bridger et al., 2017). Moreover, critics may argue that the present legal framework offers certainty and clarity in determining criminal liability for homicide offences. They oppose that significant reforms can introduce uncertainty and complicate the clarification and implementation of the law. Moreover, opponents of reform argue that managing a strict approach to homicide offences, like retaining a higher threshold for proving determined or maintaining mandatory life sentences for murder, helps as a deterrent and aids protect public safety. Critics moreover may point out the practical challenges associated with applying reforms to the Homicide Act, like the potential burden on the criminal justice system, the requirement for additional resources and the potential for unreliable application of new provisions (Stanley et al., 2019). 


Conclusion
The legislation regulating homicide in England and Wales has been discussed in the context of the essay. The essay has moreover gone through contemporary homicide law as well as several related topics, such as murder's partial defences, among others. The Law Commission and other entities suggested various changes to the Homicide Act, which the essay has analysed. The essay has moreover identified the factors that led the UK government to adopt and reject particular parts of the plan for reforming the homicide act. Furthermore, certain objections to this proposal have been highlighted in the essay.
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