
Social policy
The Educational System


According to Macarov (1995) the roots of state involvement in providing social welfare to individuals dates back to the prehistoric times; but later, it is emphasised that two historical moments marked the beginning of the modern state's involvement in producing world welfare for helpless citizens. Thus, in Great Britain it is considered to be The Elizabethan Poor Law (1601) in addition to helping citizens with poverty these laws also helped children and those with disabilities, and the introduction of The Bismarck's Social Insurance Program (1880) which led to a plan that provided to citizens an insurance program that protects people against the unforeseen exigencies of life, referred to as " The Beveridge Plan".

From this perspective, Lavalette and Pratt (1997) mentions that social policy can be seen as a set of policies that seek to achieve social protection and welfare using concepts and methods from the public, private, voluntary sectors and other related activities such as health care, education, housing and social security that was called the 'welfare state'.

The implementation of social policy differs depending on the provision of the social services, for example, before 1870 the educational system was limited by resources and by the number of teachers, although it was not compulsory, only the middle and upper social class could afford to be educated in church, private or voluntary schools ( Trowler, 2003). Compulsory education was introduced in 1880, but only in 1891 fees for elementary education were abolished. The Education Act made local authorities responsible for schools, and under the Local Government Act the County Councils and County Borough Councils were nominated in 1888. In 1918 The Education Act increased the age of compulsory education from 13 to 14 years of age. Free secondary education for all was established by Butler's 1944 Education Act ensuring compulsory and free state education from 5 to 15 years, setting up the primary between 5-11 year olds, secondary aged 11 to 15 and further schools or colleges aged 16-18 or plus; these being based on three reports: 
The 1926 Hadow Report
The 1938 Spens Report
The 1943 Norwood Report.


Tomlinson (2008) highlights that after 1999, Wales took control of its own education system, Scotland controlled a separate system after the 1945 Education (Scotland) Act, as does Northern Ireland.

By the early 21st century education in Britain needed to become clearer as to its principles, propose and content because in the 2000s by political decision it was encourage labour migration and there still was hostility from British citizens towards immigrants; to settled immigrant citizens and to support immigration control legislation education has a duty and a key role in clarifying and tackling the basis and manifestation of inequality, racism and discrimination in its own practices and institutions.
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