Berenice II character dossier
Berenice II was the daughter of King Magas of Cyrene and Queen Apama II, and the wife of Ptolemy III Eurgetes.[footnoteRef:1] She was the mother of six children: Arsinoe III, Ptolemy IV Philopator, Lysimachus, Alexander, Magas, and Berenice, and only three of whom (for the purposes of this module) survived to adulthood. [1:  Clayman, 2014: 1] 

It has been noted by scholars that the range of Berenice’s interests was impressive,[footnoteRef:2] and the way she has been presented as a ‘virtuous and loving bride, fertile wife and exemplary mother’ makes her seem like the archetype for the ideal Greek woman.[footnoteRef:3] It has also been noted that she ‘had access to great wealth, the cultural riches of both Greece and Egypt, and every kind of human resource’, and that she ‘navigated her way carefully through the challenges and possibilities that these assets presented’ and used them to cultivate honours and power that were equal to those of the king’.[footnoteRef:4] It is thus no wonder to us today that in Demotic papyri she is titled ‘the female Pharaoh’, and no wonder why she was assassinated by her son.[footnoteRef:5] [2:  Clayman, 2014: 1]  [3:  Clayman, 2014: 14]  [4:  Clayman, 2014: 14]  [5:  Pomeroy, 1990: 23] 

My character is based upon Berenice II, and the focus will be specifically on her love for poetry, religion, and culture.[footnoteRef:6] She is wealthy and ambitious, and represents all of the main religious, political, and artistic ideals of Ptolemaic Alexandria.[footnoteRef:7] Religion is important to her, as are the arts, and this is evident through the way she was ‘at the centre of a group of important poets and intellectuals associated with the Museum and Library’, and how the aforementioned poets and intellectuals ‘wrote poems not just for her but about her’.[footnoteRef:8] She and Ptolemy III also are known for having built and renovated temples; notably the temple of Serapis in Alexandria and the Euergetes’ gate at Karnak.[footnoteRef:9] [6:  Clayman, 2014: 3]  [7:  Clayman, 2014: 3]  [8:  Clayman, 2014: 3]  [9:  Clayman, 2014: 6] 

Although we do not know what Berenice II actually looked like, my version of her has long dark hair (which she frequently cuts locks from to offer to deities in return for favours),[footnoteRef:10] and brown eyes. She has a trustworthy smile, and her hands are often stained with charcoal and soot from the ink that she uses to pen letters and poetry. She can have a sharp tongue with her children and anybody who advocates for pointless war, and can often be found reading to her children and conferring with poets and intellectuals. [10:  Pomeroy, 1990: 20] 

She is a great wife, a caring mother, and would rather spend her days in temples praying to Serapis and Aphrodite for the safety and wellbeing of her family,[footnoteRef:11] than riding into battle. However, much like the real Berenice II, she is a skilled warrior and has great talent wherever horses are involved – she just prefers to not contribute in warfare. She does not involve herself in the day to day ruling of the state, but has taken her place in the Ptolemaic pantheon as a symbol of its cultural aspirations and religious ideals.[footnoteRef:12] She places great value on poetry, and the sharing and cultivation of research and information, and one of her worst fears is that something might eventually happen to the Library of Alexandria and the wealth of information stored there will be lost forever. [11:  Pomeroy, 1990: 20]  [12:  Clayman, 2014: 159] 

She realises that she is of great influence and inspiration amongst scholars and poets, and is saddened whenever it is suggested to her that history may not remember her as well as it inevitably will remember her father, husband, and sons.
Her aims are primarily to enrich the culture in which she is so deeply involved,[footnoteRef:13] and honouring local religious cults and deities, rather than forcing a uniform Greek religion in Egypt.[footnoteRef:14] She works on renovating existing temples,[footnoteRef:15] and on integrating some Greek deities into these temples in an attempt to keep the natives and the settlers happy and to provide some kind of unity. She and her family even travel to visit construction sites of temples or newly finished ones;[footnoteRef:16] something that she is always more than happy to do. She enjoys taking her young children with her on these excursions,[footnoteRef:17] in the hopes that it may teach them to value the sharing of religious ideas and cultural differences. She also hopes that this kind of action will encourage peace and prosperity within Egypt, and believes that the sharing of cultural values is important for a variety of reasons. [13:  Clayman, 2014: 160]  [14:  Clayman, 2014: 160]  [15:  Clayman, 2014: 163]  [16:  Clayman, 2014: 163]  [17:  Clayman, 2014: 163] 

Berenice also believes that ruling with kindness and thought will also result in more loyalty, and thus stronger and more reliable armies, should the need for them arise. But she never stops hoping that there will one day be no need for them at all.
She supports her daughter, Arsinoe III, and her suntrophoi, and encourages their close relationship and loyalty[footnoteRef:18] in the hopes that Arsinoe may become powerful enough to usurp her brother. Berenice does not trust her son, Ptolemy, as she believes that he has risen to power too quickly, and that he is threatened by the power that she has as his mother and as queen. She suspects that he will eventually take action and attempt to assassinate her,[footnoteRef:19] so she turns to her daughter and encourages her to value the arts, literature, and a more peaceful approach to co-existing with the Egyptians alongside her ambition and her abilities in battle. [18:  Plb. 15.33]  [19:  Pomeroy, 1990: 23] 
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