	The concrete, even with the compacted cardboard between, was cold and rough on his sides, as he tried to sleep on a still night. Finding a place to sleep without any trouble—from mean-spirited teenagers to matter-of-fact police officers—could be a challenge in itself for Daniel. He had been homeless for nearly three years now, and he soon found the previously ordinary to be a source of immense frustration. For one, deciding where he would sleep each night now took up a lot of his time and concern. Before being disowned, he had a bed at his parents’ home that was available every night, but now he had to scrounge for bedding and find places secluded enough to rest without any trouble.
	Daniel lost track of how many times the police had picked him up for sleeping in certain parts of town. He preferred this to the kids who would trash his few belongings or throw scraps at him as he slept. The last group of teenagers who messed with Daniel took his radio and smashed it into the ground. While he got it at a pawn shop for a decent price, it was one of the few good things that he owned. The nights became drearier without its sound.
	As Daniel shifted on the cardboard to get more comfortable, he heard laughter in the distance and a trash can being knocked over. It was a rowdy group of young men, and Daniel didn’t want to be exposed sleeping in their path. Always ready to move, Daniel grabbed his bag and made his way behind a nearby building.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	As he made his way through the dark, slim passages between the small businesses nearby, Daniel could hear the laughter crossing over his previous resting spot. He believed he had made the right decision, but now he was in need of a new place to sleep. The area he was in mostly consisted of buildings that featured out-of-business stores. They had the remnants of capital, but they were now boarded up, littered with trash, gutted for valuables, and had receipts of dust to prove its inactivity. One building in particular got his attention, however, as it boasted a sales floor and, seemingly, a living space as the second floor. 
