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Introduction 
This essay examines how UK legislation national policy frameworks lead the Fire and Rescue Service’ reply to an environment difficulty. Using a scenario involving wildfires, it critically explores statutory duties, risk management, environment law, ethics and climate driven policy challenges. 
Statutory Duties of Fire and Rescue Authorities
The Fire and Rescue service follow certain laws which is what they do as a fundamental service. The main law they follow is ‘The Fire and Rescue Service Act 2004’. Within this law, there responsibilities for FRA’s that they must ensure that they make provision for including extinguishing fires in their area. This responsibility is relevant to the scenario as wildfires are so dangerous that it threatens homes of people meaning they need to be evacuated. It can harm the environment from air pollution and destroying the wildlife surrounding. It can damage infrastructure which is a very serious matter if a wildfire started. Another responsibility is the service protects life and property in events of fires in the area. This means that would defend human life, environment and houses due to belongings and property. This is relevant to the scenario due to life and property living where the wildfire is happening. The third responsibility is rescuing and protecting people in the event of a road traffic collision. This is where people that end up in car crashes, pile ups the fire and rescue service make sure that they get all the injured people out safely and make sure they are okay. This is also relevant to the scenario as there can be roads by the woodland area where the fire is and this means people that are driving past will panic and could possibly be a threat to danger by causing road accidents. The final key responsibility is rescuing and protecting people in the event of other emergencies. This means that it is their duty to protect everyone and everything in any circumstance in situation such as wildfires due to being one of the most dangerous incidents to attend. This is relevant to the scenario due to the fact wildfires are a very dangerous incident to attend, the fire and rescue service must prioritise this first as parts of the rescue could escalate very quickly. The Wanstead Flats wildfire has been named as London’s ‘largest ever grass fire, the fire required more than 225 firefighters and 40 fire engines (Wolffe, T.A et al) this shows that wildfires are a very dangerous incident and the amount of people required to tackle it is a massive challenge. The fire and rescue service also follows another law of their own which is called the Civil Contingencies Act 2004. This is where it creates the UKs framework for civil protection, defining emergencies, assigning duties to first responders to assess risks and plan emergencies. There are many key features to this law that the fire and rescue service must take extra precaution when arriving at incidents. The first key feature is assessing risks; this is when they turn up at the scene of the incident and assess how they can tackle this problem making sure all the crew is safe. This is important as it could lead to injuries when done incorrectly. Another feature is maintaining emergency plans, this is when the assessor puts in other plans in case something at the scene so that it prevents anyone from the crew risking an injury. The third feature of this law is Co-operation and sharing information, this is crucial when arriving on scene as everyone needs to know what needs to happen or what plan is going to be put in place so that everyone carries out their task safely without any worries. It is important that good communication is happening so everyone can know if the situation is getting worse and must come up with a new plan. The final key feature is responding to emergencies. This is one of the most important features within the act, this is due to reacting to what the call is and getting there quickly as possible so that the firefighters can tackle the incident quicker. Relating this to the scenario, it is all relevant since a wildfire would contain multi-agency cooperation with the police, fire service, ambulance services, local authorities and even environmental agencies. They would all work together whilst doing their own roles to make sure that the wildfire is tackled in a safe and secure manner. 
Integrated Risk Management Planning and the National Framework
[bookmark: _Int_xXMdFDIm]IRMP in the UK fire and rescue service is a process to identify, measure and mitigate risks (fire and rescue service), affecting communities, covering prevention, protection and response. Also to make critical decisions under significant time pressures (Penney G) this shows that professionalism is a priority when dealing with situations as they need to advise a plan that can be carried out safely. The purpose of this is to create a comprehensive, strategic plan for the entire service. It identifies and prioritises specific risks within the local community. It guides efficient use of resources to address identifies risks effectively. Also, a live, adaptable process that involves risk assessment, treatment, consultation and evaluation. The framework includes particular authorities to produce a plan based on locally tailored risk assessment to decide the most effective use of resources for the society they provide for. They identify local risks by using incident data where they analyse past fire records, demographic data using the NHS, social care and census data to search for exposed groups. IRMP use property data where they map building types. Finally, they use environmental factors which is assessing factors. The IRMP also determines resource allocation, prevention and preparedness by risk prioritization, evidence-based decisions and efficiency and cost savings. They then use strategies by targeting prevention where they establish specific vulnerabilities within areas of people or operations. They include informed preparedness where the IRM associates developing robust approaches and contingency plans for risks that cannot be entirely mitigated or loathed. The IRMP also use an integrated approach, this is when the IRMP ensures they are coordinated efforts that regulate with the overall business strategy and the principles. This provides a unified and effective response to probable threats. The IRMP informs serious long-term decisions regarding workforce, equipment, and prevention activities, particularly in contexts like heathland and woodland fires by revealing factors such as drought and proximity to residential areas. IRMP also enhances operational incident response through resource allocation and pre-incident planning, allowing for faster tactical conclusions. On the other hand, its effectiveness is limited due to accuracy of risk forecasts and the incorporation of immediate changing climate threats, which could potentially outpace the planning cycles. The national framework for Fire and Rescue Services outlines strategic guidance for creating integrated Risk Management Plans that prefer resilience, prevention, protection and inter-agency cooperation. It emboldens alignment with national public safety goals and fosters collaboration during wildfire emergencies in accordance with the Civil Contingencies Act 2004. 
Ethical and Legal Considerations in Wildfire Response
The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 impacts how fire and rescue services conduct wildfires in Sites of Special Scientific Interest by commanding statutory protection for critical habitats and species. It mandates that public bodies minimise ecological harm during operations. Fire services must balance immediate firefighting needs with long-term environmental impacts, affecting tactics like firebreaks and controlled burns. Coordination with Natural England is emphasized for compliant and sensitive incident management, aiding in both firefighting and ecological recovery. The Act underscores the necessity of integrating emergency response with environmental preservation in wildfire situation. Relating this to the scenario, the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 require fire and rescue services to minimise as much damage as possible to protect life and property. Multi-agency coordination enables consultation with Natural England to back up environmentally proportionate firefighting decisions. 
Climate Change, Emerging Risks, and Policy Evolution
[bookmark: _Int_QMbmVm9d]The woodland scenario highlights how UK legislation and policy guide the Fire and Rescue Service response to environmental emergencies. The Fire and Rescue Service Act 2004 must include fire authorities to extinguish fires in order to protect life and property, while the Civil Contingencies Act 2004 authorises the FRS as a category 1 responder, ensuring multi-agency coordination. Integrated Risk Management Planning facilitates services to assess local wildfire risks by planning prevention and response. The national Framework for Fire and Rescue Services set national arrangements for safety, resilience and sustainability. Environmental laws, including the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and Environment Act 2021, influence operational choices in protected parts. Ethical challenges arise in balancing life, property and environmental protection as climate change increases wildfire risk. Climate change is recognised as a defining issue for the future of the planet and humanity (Belcher, C.M et al), this shows that climate change is already and becoming more of a challenge for people especially firefighters and other first responders when tackling problems such as wildfires. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion, the wildfire scenario demonstrates how the UK legislation and National frameworks can organize and format the Fire and Rescue Service’s response to a wide scale environment emergency. Lawful duties, risk-based planning, laws of the environment and principled decision making collectively guide effective multi-agency action, while climate change climax the needs for adaptable and resilient future policy and preparedness. 
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