Stonewall. A riot that started the claim for LGBT+ riots all over the world. 

[bookmark: _Hlk181304140][bookmark: _Int_dVa4rJ3E][bookmark: _Int_lJgb24Hu]The 29th June 1969 is an important date for any queer person. This is the date that inspired what we now call ‘pride’, though when pride started a year later it was known as the Christopher Street Liberation Day parade[footnoteRef:1]. There are many conversations between historians and LGBT activists as to who can claim responsibility for this. Many believe that Marsha P. Johnson threw the first brick or that the death of actress Judy Garland was the reason for the protests beginning but they are not wholly agreed upon. What sources can agree on is that the Genovese crime family had a big hand in the creation of modern pride.  [1:  Duberman, Martin, Stonewall (United States of America, Penguin Books 1993). pp. 278–279.] 

[bookmark: _Int_jjfBePKq][bookmark: _Int_hGL9Epfs]First, we need to look at the history behind gay people and bars. In the 1950’s and prior, it was the New York Liquor Authority’s policy to refuse to serve drinks to a known homosexual. Dick Leitch ‘best known today as the initiator of the 1966 Julius Bar Sip-In'[footnoteRef:2] became a forefather of the stonewall riots by starting or causing a series of protests. His most infamous being the Julius Bar sip-in in 1966 and the Bucks Community County College (BCCC) protest in 1968. In 1966 Leitch and 2 other gay men went to the Julius Bar in New York to protest the anti-homosexual policy. They did this by placing themselves at the bar, proclaiming themselves as homosexual and then trying to order a drink. When they were refused service, as they expected, they were able to create a lawsuit that identified them as being discriminated against. This led to the loosening (but not abolition) of the policy. [2:  Stein, Marc. ‘Where perversion is taught’ ‘OutHistory’ (April 13, 2021) <https://outhistory.org/exhibits/show/wh/whe> Accessed 25/10/24
] 

The Genovese family, at the time led by Phillip Lombardo[footnoteRef:3], realized that the marginalized community could be used to make a lot of money. In return of patronage of their clubs, the family would give the gay community somewhere to socialize. Paying off the local police with bribes (Called gayolas) so that they would ignore the patrons and even tip off the family if a raid were going to occur. This would give the family time to remove the unlicensed alcohol they would sell. The Stonewall inn was one of these clubs.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  United States, Congress. Senate. Committee on Governmental Affairs. Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations. ‘Organized Crime 25 Years After Valachi: Hearings Before the Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations of the Committee on Governmental Affairs, United States Senate, One Hundredth Congress, Second Session, April 11, 15, 21, 22, 29’ (Washington D.C.  U.S. Government Printing Office 1988) p.869
]  [4:  Duberman, Martin, ‘Stonewall’, P183
] 

Police would regularly raid bars that were known to be frequented by homosexuals.[footnoteRef:5] At the time it was illegal to be gay in America and the New York Liquor Authority policy was still in place; though loosened by Leitch’s sip in, they were still impactful. This meant the bars were tense to begin with but with the crime family being in charge and bribing police LGBT+ people felt a little safer. [5:  (Ibid) P.183] 

[bookmark: _Int_ueyXX1q2]However, the 29th of June soon caused a change. The police raided the Stonewall Inn. One of the family's most popular bars. The family had not been tipped off so were not able to tell the patrons. The police started carrying out identification checks included sex checks, with female officers escorting ‘female presenting’ people into the toilets to check their sex. This led to many arrests taking place, mainly under the three-item rule, which stated[footnoteRef:6]; [6:  Anderson, Shelley, ‘Breaking the rules’, ‘TRC’ < https://trc-leiden.nl/trc-digital-exhibition/index.php/rainbow-people-celebrating-50-years-of-stonewall/item/213-10-breaking-the-rules#:~:text=As%20mentioned%20earlier%2C%20during%20the%201950s-60s%2C%20police%20in,to%20wear%20three%20items%20of%20gender%20appropriate%20clothing.>  (Leiden, TRC 2020) Accessed 25/10/2024
] 

‘In order to avoid arrest for public disguise or impersonation, a person had to wear three items of gender appropriate clothing.’
This was used as the basis for many of the original arrests, including a butch lesbian.
[bookmark: _Int_3sBe7DY1]Whilst the specific details are unknown, its relatively agreed upon by historians that it was the butch lesbian who made the call that started the riot. After being manhandled into the back of a police officer’s van the lesbian had shouted ‘Why don’t you do something’[footnoteRef:7]. This prompted violence to erupt with patrol vehicles being overturned and the riots began.  [7:  Carter, David, ‘Stonewall: The Riots that Sparked the Gay Revolution’, (New York, St. Martin's Press, 2004) P152
] 


[bookmark: _Int_U2DhmJtr]The riots lasted for 5 days. Upon the ending of the riots pressure groups moved in to protest with picket lines and the pride movement became more peaceful. A year later the Christopher Street Liberation Day parade took place. They were used to commemorate the uprising and act as a way to heal the wounds. 

The Christopher Street Liberation Day parade eventually became the pride parade we know today.[footnoteRef:8] It is now seen as a peaceful protest and even by some a celebration of how far the LGBT+ community have come. [8:  Duberman, Martin, ‘Stonewall’ pp. 278–279] 
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