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Fig. 1 Hope 



Global warming - It will cost us the earth


For my exhibition piece I will be developing a concept, a Murano glass mobile that depicts our world in the grips of global warming, inspired by the mobile creator Alexander Calder. I have specifically chosen this mobile sculptor because of his remarkable use of colour, space, structure and delicate balance.


Creating a Murano glass mobile installation allows me to experiment with shapes, forms and techniques to represent different elements of our natural world along with man-made influences. The installation will also reflect our planet with its global warming issues affecting us today - the destruction that is slowly unfolding.



Why a glass mobile?


I have decided to explore Murano glass as I am fascinated by glass objects such as Murano clowns. I think that glass would be a good choice for this project as it has a sheen of transparency.


The colours used will depend on each element and the way in which each element works, for example, weather would have dark tones such as blue, gray, black and as well as yellow tones that convey sun, energy and fire.


Glass has an almost smooth texture to it just like a sheet of ice. The shapes that I will be using are mainly rectangles which represent weather, ice caps, smartphones and deforestation.


I shall be using different coloured glass and a wide range of textured glass, particularly when creating the deforestation piece , the texture would represent patterns and bark on certain trees also it could be used to pinpoint different medicinal plants. I could also use parts of each element such as a smartphone, tree bark and water and place them inside the orb hanging from thin glass cylinders. I am hoping to achieve a successful installation that gives a clear message to the viewer about the issues of global warming.


Another complementary idea is to create a hanging orb within the other elements of the glass mobile or it could perhaps hang from within the orb. This orb will be shattered almost like half a broken egg, to represent the timeless decay of our planet - I do believe that  “the earth was once whole”.  This, I believe, is the most efficient way of demonstrating by means of glass, the issues we face on global warming. The installation will be displayed at MoMA, New York; Tate Modern, London; The Guggenheim Museums around the globe; Museum voor Schone Kunsten, Ghent; The Prado Museum, Madrid and other prestigious art galleries and museums around the world.



What is global warming? Why is it a problem? 


Global warming is a serious, all encompassing issue. The world’s rainforests are the lungs of the world. Eradicating them, even a little, affects the wellbeing of the planet, its animals and people. 


Animals are losing their natural habitat such as birds, orangutans and other endangered species. Soil is being eroded and denuded of the necessary nutrients for plant growth. Particular plants that are used for medicinal purposes are disappearing, 50% of prescription drugs are from chemicals that come from within tropical plants, it is often used to fight off headaches and malaria as well as a source of natural pain relief. 


Continuing to cut down trees for building purposes, to make furniture and other wooden crafts that are then sold for huge profit worldwide, makes large gains for a few, but strips the earth of its core elements for life. It is big business that profits at the expense of the local community and has a knock-on effect on us all. One and a half acres of forest land gets cut down every second. Loggers burn what remains unused and this process causes greenhouse gas emissions in the form of carbon dioxide. Each year 15 percent of carbon emissions are released into our atmosphere causing further global warming and leading to climate change. If this continues at its current rate, in a hundred years there will no longer be any rainforests and the earth will not be able to breathe, leading to the total destruction of the planet as we know it, making it impossible for us to live on it.   


What are the issues from industry?


Factory plants are another major issue. Many people live near a factory that produces pollution such as deadly gases including sulphur dioxide and carbon dioxide and the  burning of  fossil fuels means that they are at an “...increased risk of developing chronic respiratory disease, lung cancer, heart disease and many other illnesses, diseases and conditions.” (field.org.uk, 2018). Not only are the people who live near factories at risk, but the workers who are subjected to these conditions are at a greater risk. There should be a more efficient and safe way of producing materials and products. 
 
Burning coal during the winter  contributes to dangerous gas emissions that hover in the atmosphere affecting our health.  Increasing the heating in the house also causes further damage by consuming more fossil fuels. We all have a part to play. Perhaps, in not seeing it, it is more difficult to admit there is a problem.




Ice caps melting. Is this a problem?
Ice caps are melting because heat from our industries are emitting dangerous gases into the air. This is mostly affecting the Arctic and Antarctic, causing rapid melting leading to a rise in sea water levels. This then affects the land in terms of abrasion and causes coastal storms, hurricanes and typhoons. The Greenland ice sheets are vanishing four times faster than they were in 2003. This then contributes to a rise of 20% in our sea levels. 
Animals such as polar bears, penguins and seals are becoming endangered because they are losing their natural environment as it is disappearing so quickly. Eventually this will place these animals in much closer proximity to humans with potentially disastrous results. 
 
How does water usage contribute to global warming?
Issues with global warming also start at home. Each time we wash our hands or flush the toilet, water is wasted. Money is being spent on chemicals for purifying the water; the pumps that pump the water also pump deadly gases into the air each time they are in action. By using less water than what we actually need, it would be cost effective for us, but also health effective for companies and for us all. As Hancock (2020) says, “...water that goes straight down the drain without being properly used is a waste and is costly to you, the environment and us”. 




Are electronic devices an issue for our planet?


Electronic devices such as smartphones are used across the globe. They can have positive benefits such as accessing the internet and connectivity, when used sensibly. However, smartphones, tablets and other devices have a downside and can be detrimental to our health and to our environment. People appear to be on their phones and tablets for lengthy periods of the day and night.  The constant use of these devices is seriously limiting real human interaction with actual personal connections being eroded in favour of remote relations. Since 2011, about 4% of emissions are coming from smartphones and other electronic devices. This figure has been quickly growing and now in 2020 it is 11%. Within five years, greenhouse gases and emissions are likely to double (theconversation 2020).




What do I think about Global Warming? 


I think this is the most serious issue that we face today and it is one that needs to be addressed now. We humans have contributed greatly to climate change in our irresponsible attitude towards resources such as water and fossil fuels amongst other things. We have developed technology at furious speed without looking into the damage some of these technologies can have on our planet and on us.  


Global warming is affecting all of us on a daily basis; we just do not see it. Many individuals think global warming isn’t a big issue. As we can’t see the destruction on a daily basis, it is more difficult  for some of us to believe that it is happening. I simply ask: Doesn’t the fact that sea levels are rising scare us or the fact that pollution is causing serious health conditions or that we could be endangering our own oxygen supply? They certainly worry me. 





What can we do to prevent further damage?


We must change our ways and become more responsible in how we use technology and our natural resources. We can all make a difference in our lifestyle choices that may help to reduce the speed of global warming/climate change. Perhaps, in line with Denchak (2017), we could switch to renewable energy, thereby reducing our energy usage. Decreasing the amount of water we use every day, brushing our teeth while the tap is off and taking more showers and fewer baths would all contribute to a healthier planet.


LED bulbs save energy, whereas halogen bulbs use significantly more energy and emit heat; making such a change in our home would greatly benefit the planet.


Each time we use power sockets to charge our devices, we should remove them once our device is fully charged. Failure to do so consumes more energy that is required. Perhaps, using the energy saving mode on our devices would conserve energy. 


If we don’t pay attention to the science and to the warnings our planet is giving us, we will no longer be able to live on our beautiful and generous planet - it will cost us the earth. 
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