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Archival Exercise
In my submission for the Archival Exercise within Assessment One, I delve into the rich history of Lindisfarne Monastery, employing both traditional and electronic catalogues to compile a comprehensive list of up to ten relevant archival sources. This exploration not only enhances my familiarity with accessing and utilizing unpublished materials but also allows me to gain valuable insights into the significant events, people, and institutions associated with Lindisfarne Monastery, contributing to a deeper understanding of this historical site.
My method for research methodology is as follows: I began with a preliminary search on the online manuscript database known as “manuscriptsonline.org.” They had nothing on their database for Lindisfarne monastery. I then thought that since Lindisfarne was an influential monastery regarding the whole of Great Britain, that it would most likely be referenced by Bede in An Ecclesiastical History of the English People. Upon confirming this, I discovered a list of different manuscripts from Bede on Wikipedia. There I found the Kassel Manuscript located at the Kassel Landesbibliothek in Germany.
While I was searching for the location of the manuscript, I stumbled upon the Lindisfarne Gospels which are located at the British Library. The British Library’s database is still currently down, so I was not able to search the archive directly, but when I had an idea for a source, I would search the title and British museum. I started to look for what sources mentioned some of the famous Saints associated with Lindisfarne. This is how I found the next three sources: the Vita Sancti Cuthbert, Ælfric of Eynsham's Lives of Saints, and a beautiful manuscript of the Historia Brittonum located within the British Library.
I checked Oxford’s and Cambridge's Database with limited success. The only document I found was their manuscript of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle known as the Peterborough Chronicle. Additionally, there is a current archaeological dig run by an organization known as DigVentures. They have been cataloguing their finds and I have found their report entitled: "Lindisfarne: The Holy Island Archaeology Project Interim Assessment Report 2022."
After such limited success, I again pulled on the loose thread of famous saints of Lindisfarne, which turned out to be St. Oswald, St. Aiden, and St. Cuthbert. This is how I discovered the rest of my sources: Reginald of Durham's Life of St. Oswald (loc. at Oxford) and The Life of Bishop Aiden (loc. at the British Library.)
The following are a list of the documents that were compiled, their location, and provenance and significance (when appropriate):
1. Kassel Manuscript of Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People
· Location: Kassel, Landesbibliothek 4° MS. theol. 2. CLA VIII, no. 1140.
2. The Lindisfarne Gospels
· Location: British Library - Cotton MS Nero D.IV
3. Vita Sancti Cuthberti (The Life of St Cuthbert)
· Location: British Library - Cotton MS Vitellius A XIX
· Significance: St. Cuthbert was a major prior at Lindisfarne and eventually becoming the Bishop of Lindisfarne.
4. Ælfric of Eynsham's "Lives of Saints"
· Location: British Library – British Library Cotton MS Julius E. VII
· Significance: This source delves into the lives of many British Saints; this includes the major saints associated with Lindisfarne monastery (i.e. St. Cuthbert, St. Oswald, and St. Aiden.)
5. The Peterborough Chronicle (Anglo-Saxon Chronicle)
· Location: Oxford University - Bodleian Library MS. Laud Misc. 636
· Significance: Although the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle is about the whole of Anglo-Saxon England, it does mention events surrounding the monastery, of particular interest is the sacking of Lindisfarne by the Vikings.
6. Historia Brittonum
· Location: British Library - Harleian 3859h
· Significance: Similar to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, the Historia Brittonum mentions different events within the history of the island both before and after the monastery’s founding.
7. Prose Life of St Aiden
· Location: Cambridge, Corpus Christi College MS 185.
· Significance: St. Aiden was one of the major figures in the founding of Lindisfarne Monastery.
8. "Lindisfarne: The Holy Island Archaeology Project Interim Assessment Report 2022"
· Location: https://digventures.com/projects/lindisfarne/reports/
· Significance: This is a report of the latest archaeology being conducted at Lindisfarne.
9. Reginald of Durham's Life of St. Oswald (12th century)
· Location: Oxford - Bodleian Library MS Hatton 113.
· Significance: St. Oswald was the King of North
      10. "The Life of Bishop Aidan by an Anonymous Monk of Lindisfarne"

· Location: British Library - Cotton MS Vitellius A. viii.
In conclusion, this Archival Exercise assisted me by not only helping me practice navigating traditional and electronic catalogues but also fostered a deeper appreciation for the significance of archival sources in understanding historical events, individuals, and places. As I embark on this exploration, these archival treasures illuminated and enriched my understanding of Lindisfarne Monastery, contributing to a more comprehensive and nuanced perspective.

