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	Title of Dissertation:

'Reflecting on astral symbolism and literary mythology: Is there a connection between the Epic of Gilgamesh and Homer's Odyssey?'


	Aims and Objectives:

- To examine the astronomical literary symbolism of Mesopotamia (Early Dynastic to Late Babylonian Periods), specifically the Epic of Gilgamesh in conjunction with mytho-literary traditions which may have influenced the early Archaic Homeric corpus (750 - 650BCE).
- To focus specifically on Homer’s Odyssey as an early Archaic Greek source in order to examine the extent to which Mesopotamian astronomical symbolism may form a component of the other mytho-literary traditions which have influenced the Homeric corpus.
- To explore the possibility that astral symbolism formed part of Near Eastern and Greek literary traditions, and examine the possible purposes of including such knowledge within the literature.


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):

This paper builds on existing literature which examines the influence of Near Eastern literary, mythological, and religious/cultic traditions on the Homeric corpora, by exploring the astronomical symbolism of Mesopotamian literature (specifically The Epic of Gilgamesh) in conjunction with Homer’s epic Odyssey.
This paper draws influence and methodology from the work of Jeffery Cooley (2013) who has examined celestial influences on the mythic poetry of Mesopotamia (as well as Biblical and Ugaritic literature) and aims to develop his thesis by expanding his premises into the literature of Early Archaic Greece – specifically the Odyssey of Homer. Cooley (2013) is used as a primary influence due to his comprehensive modernisation of the pan-Babylonian school, which aims to validate the study of celestial influence on ancient literature – this time under the careful rigmarole of attentive academic practice (Cooley, 2013: 88). Cooley outlines his criteria for demonstrating a ‘Celestial-Science’ reference within ancient Near Eastern literature as follows (Cooley, 2013: 88):-

1. A text must feature an astral/celestial being or phenomenon. Because some deities are identified with celestial features on a basic level (ie. Istar etc.), the text must feature the deity specifically in his or her astral manifestation, at least partly. 

2. A text must feature terminology that is commonly found in contemporary celestial-science texts.

3. A text must feature concepts that are demonstrably known and used in contemporary celestial-science texts and not simply be inferred.

The reason for expanding Cooley’s thesis into a comparison with Early Archaic Greek poetry is that it would combine two branches of contemporary academic research. Primarily the works of Penglase 1994; Hunger & Pingree 1999; and, Burkert 1992; 2004, which has explored ancient Near Eastern influences on Early Archaic Greek culture – sometimes focusing specifically on parallels between their mythic literatures – with the work of Cooley. Penglase uses a broader methodology than Cooley for establishing the possibility of Ancient Near East literary influence on the Greek oeuvre. He argues that there are two main methodological criteria: ‘First it is necessary to establish the historical possibility of influence’, and second to: ‘demonstrate the existence of parallels of the correct nature between the Mesopotamian and Greek literary material.’ He examines these parallels using a specific criteria which he describes thus: ‘the parallels must have similar ideas underlying them and, second, any suggestion of influence requires that the parallels be numerous, complex and detailed’ (Penglase, 1999: 5-7).

In short then, this paper aims to use the Epic of Gilgamesh and Homer’s Odyssey in an effort to build on the works of Cooley as well as Penglase, Burkert and others, in order to examine to what extent celestial influence may also have been incorporated with the other Near Eastern cultural traditions that influenced early Greek literary culture. It aims to do so by combining the methodology of Cooley with that of Penglase in the following manner.

For the likelihood of celestial influence
 within the narrative the text must contain; a) an astral feature or phenomenon, or; b) terminology contained in contemporary astronomical texts, or; c) concepts demonstrably used in contemporary astronomical texts. Whilst for the examination of literary parallels or influence between Near Eastern and Greek sources, the text must; a) exist in a time where there is a possibility of cultural influence, and also; b) contain similar motifs which are numerous, complex and detailed. However, because this study is primarily a literary one, rather than a scientific one, it will prioritise the use of literary symbolism and celestial imagery (as literary tropes) over the scientific rigmarole imposed by Cooley. For example by analysing literary motifs which contain symbolism connected to constellations and astronomical phenomena that are expressed in the Mesopotamian mythic narratives. Though it will endeavour to retain the spirit of Cooley’s methodology.  
In regard to primary sources, this study will be working with the Epic of Gilgamesh in translation (English). In an attempt to overcome the pitfalls of working in translation, a variety of translations will be used including Dalley (2008), George (2003) and Sandars (1960) in order to get a better sense of the work where the original meaning may be obscured through translation into modern language. Whilst this by no means solves the problems raised by not working with the original Sumerian and Akkadian, it provides some solution to the difficulties. Homer’s Odyssey will be dealt with in original Greek, with English translations provided for clarity, utilising either Lattimore (1965), or Rieu (1946), or my own translations where neither seem to convey the closest meaning from the text. 
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� I avoid Cooley’s use of the word ‘Science’ as the term stresses a duality between science and religion which does not accurately describe the culture, see; Rochberg, F. (2010) In the Path of the Moon: Babylonian Celestial Divination and its Legacy Leiden: Brill: 408f. 





