
Derek Hughes 
 
1702910 
 
Module Coode – M5X01635 
 
Research Report 
 
Green Dragon Lane 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
After submitting our individual videos for potential sites throughout Swansea, we were 
placed into groups of 5 students and allocated a site-specific location, to each group of 5, 
that the lecturers had chosen as the 5 most interesting locations.  I w was placed in a group 
with John, Bell, Faith and Sunniva.  Sunniva is an overseas student who would be travelling 
to Swansea as part of a student collaboration scheme where we would work on the 
exhibition as a group.  We started by having a conference call with her still in Norway to 
introduce ourselves. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our first hurdle came about almost immediately as there we discovered that the site was 
going to prove difficult to access as the owner wasn’t always available, and the key could 
only be given to Bell, who would be away for some of the 2 weeks building up to the 
exhibition.  However, we decided that these kinds of obstacles are part and part of planning 
any exhibition and we would need to pull together, make the most of what we had and 
carry on. 
 
At the very start we all decided that we would work collectively as a group, and not be 
creating individual work for the space, as this would enable us to fully experience working as 
a collective team, having to communicate with each other regularly to plan and complete 
the work together.  We set up a group messenger account that we used to communicate 
with each other, 24/7 if required, where we could bounce ideas of each other and progress 
our ideas. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This really worked well as we weren’t always in Uni together and this enabled us to keep on 
track.  We started by throwing ideas about what we could theme the exhibition on and we 
all watched the video that Bell had made initially as it was her original site-specific choice. 
 
The building is an old Bank (National bank) that dated back to the 18th Century.  It is 
positioned in a prominent position in the centre of Swansea on the corner Green Dragon 
lane and Wind Street.  It has loads of character as there are many old, original features still 
showing, such as the typical bank pillars to the front and lovely wooden panelled walls and 
extravagant ceilings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Initially we came up with an idea of creating a video of a bar scene from back in the 18th 
century where everyone was in correct dress for the era, and then we would project the film 
onto the back of the bar.  We set about preparing for this and I spent a weekend gathering 
old clothing and props ready for the scene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On having our first meeting with the lecturers at the site it was decided that the idea didn’t 
have enough context to the idea, and we should therefore think more creatively, but also in 
a simpler way, concentrating more on the ideas behind the concept. 
 
We got rid of the idea of a bar as this was too cliché, seeing as the building was last used as 
a bar/club, and we went back to the roots of the building and decided on the theme of 
finance/money, being an old bank. 
 
There were 3 main areas in the building that had lots of character and we decided on using 
all three spaces, almost creating three separate zones, where people could walk through 
and interact with the installation. 
 
So we wanted to create an art installation that incorporated the site specific building, whilst 
using the theme of local and global finance. 
 
There was a great cctv set up at the site, that showed a screen monitoring the rooms, and 
we wanted to use this in combination with the digital and information age that we are 
currently in, and create a 3d exhibition that would question the future of money in this 
complex digital world. 
 
The three rooms would be called 
 

1. Welcome to the Future 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



This room would have a projection of the cctv screen transmitted onto the ceiling, and the 
plan was for people to be able to see themselves in real time, adding a concept of being 
watched and monitored in the digital age, a form of data surveillance.  Unfortunately this 
didn’t go to plan as even though we had all of the technology to do this, it wasn’t going to 
happen as the building was derelict, therefore it had no wife enabled and the walls were so 
thick that it didn’t allow for 4g phone coverage to transfer the signal to the projector.  Along 
with the fact that we only had 2 actual days in the location before the exhibition started, 
due to the ‘key access’ issue, we had to opt for a plan b, which was to record a 40 minute 
video of the cctv images and just project this on a loop.  It still proved effective but being in 
real time would have added to it. 
 
 
 

2.  Swansea Economic profile (Sound) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This room already had a flickering light that instantly created an uneasy feeling to it, and it 
already had a piano in it.  We thought we could use the piano as a centrepiece and also 
work on a sound piece to be projected from inside it.  We downloaded a document that was 
titled ‘Swansea Economic Profile’ and we used an online program to convert the 
information into the sound equivalent, and with a little bit of tinkering we were able to give 
it piano type tones too. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SZaQVHa EcRQRPLc PURILOH ± JaQXaU\ 2020. IQIRUPaWLRQ, RHVHaUcK & GIS, SZaQVHa CRXQcLO. 
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7KH 6ZDQVHD EFRQRPLF 3URILOH SURYLGHV D VWDWLVWLFDO RYHUYLHZ RI WKH ORFDO ODERXU PDUNHW DQG 
HFRQRP\, EULQJLQJ WRJHWKHU UHFHQW SXEOLVKHG GDWD IURP RIILFLDO QDWLRQDO VRXUFHV.  IW LQFOXGHV WKH 
NH\ GDWD VHWV DYDLODEOH DW ORFDO DXWKRULW\ OHYHO DQG VXJJHVWV KRZ 6ZDQVHD FRPSDUHV ZLWK :DOHV 
DQG WKH 8K RU GB.  
 
7KLV LQIRUPDWLRQ, ZKLFK LV XSGDWHG DV QHZ GDWD EHFRPHV DYDLODEOH, DLPV WR DVVLVW LQ SUHVHQWLQJ DQ 
RYHUDOO SLFWXUH RI WKH VWUXFWXUH DQG SHUIRUPDQFH RI WKH ORFDO HFRQRP\.  7KH UHSRUW DOVR RXWOLQHV 
UHFHQW WUHQGV, ZKHUH DSSURSULDWH, JHQHUDOO\ RYHU WKH ODWHVW \HDU. 
 
7KH WDEOH EHORZ SURYLGHV DQ RYHUDOO VXPPDU\ RI WKH NH\ LQGLFDWRUV XVHG LQ WKH SURILOH, QDPHO\ WKH 
PRVW UHFHQW YDOXHV IRU 6ZDQVHD, :DOHV DQG 8K RU GB; WKH YDOXHV LQGH[HG DJDLQVW D QDWLRQDO 
DYHUDJH (ZKHUH DSSOLFDEOH); DQG WKH ODWHVW DQQXDO SHUFHQWDJH FKDQJH.  7KHVH LQGLFDWRUV DUH 
H[SORUHG LQ PRUH GHWDLO RYHU WKH IROORZLQJ SDJHV RI WKH SURILOH. 

 

IndicaWRU AUea LaWeVW 
YaOXe 

IQde[ 
(UK=100) 

aQQXaO % 
cKaQJe 

EFRQRPLF AFWLYLW\ RDWH 
(ZRUNLQJ DJH, SHULRG WR 6HS-19) 

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

73.2% 
76.8% 
78.7% 

93 
98 

100 

+4.2% 
+0.7% 
+0.8% 

EPSOR\PHQW RDWH 
(ZRUNLQJ DJH, SHULRG WR 6HS-19) 

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

70.1% 
73.5% 
75.6% 

93 
97 

100 

+6.3% 
+1.2% 
+1.0% 

EPSOR\PHQW 
(ZRUNSODFH HVWLPDWHV, 2018)  

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

GB 

112,000 
1,361,000 

30,815,000 
Q/D 

+0.9% 
+2.8% 
+0.7% 

8QHPSOR\PHQW RDWH 
(PRGHOOHG HVW, SHULRG WR 6HS-19) 

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

4.6% 
4.1% 
3.9% 

118 
105 
100 

-19.4% 
-9.7% 
-5.3% 

BXVLQHVV VWRFNV  
(DFWLYH EXVLQHVVHV, 2018) 

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

7,780 
105,360 

2,939,520 
Q/D 

+10.0% 
+2.4% 
+0.5% 

G9A SHU KHDG (2018)  
± GURVV 9DOXH AGGHG  

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

�21,912 
�20,738 
�28,729 

77 
73 

100 

+2.2% 
+2.9% 
+2.7% 

GDHI SHU KHDG (2017) ± GURVV 
DLVSRVDEOH HRXVHKROG IQFRPH  

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

�15,003 
�15,754 
�19,514 

77 
81 

100 

+1.9% 
+1.0% 
+1.0% 

EDUQLQJV 
(IXOO-WLPH JURVV ZHHNO\, 2019) 

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

�564.20 
�540.70 
�584.90 

96 
92 

100 

+5.5% 
+4.3% 
+2.9% 

HRXVH SULFHV  
(DYHUDJH VDOH SULFH, NRY-19) 

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

�156,657 
�172,574 
�235,298 

67 
73 

100 

+6.4% 
+7.8% 
+2.2% 

HRXVLQJ WUDQVDFWLRQV  
(TXDUWHU HQGLQJ AXJ-19) 

SZDQVHD 
:DOHV 

8K 

841 
12,233 

266,225 
Q/D 

-9.5% 
-8.6% 

-11.3% 
 
 
NRWHV: 

L. 7KH µDQQXDO % FKDQJH¶ ILJXUHV IRU EFRQRPLF AFWLYLW\ 5DWH, EPSOR\PHQW 5DWH DQG 8QHPSOR\PHQW 5DWH UHIHU WR FKDQJHV 
RYHU WKH SHULRG LQ WKH QXPEHUV RI HFRQRPLFDOO\ DFWLYH, HPSOR\HG DQG XQHPSOR\HG, UDWKHU WKDQ FKDQJHV LQ WKH UDWHV.  

LL. AV WKH ORFDO DQG QDWLRQDO ZRUNSODFH HPSOR\PHQW, EXVLQHVV VWRFNV DQG KRXVLQJ WUDQVDFWLRQV ILJXUHV DUH QRW GLUHFWO\ 
FRPSDUDEOH, LQGH[ YDOXHV (ZKHUH 8K=100) DUH QRW SURYLGHG. 

S:ANSEA ECONOMIC PROFILE: JAN8A5< 2020 



3.  Value (Binary Code) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The third room was actually the men’s toilet and it already had a great green ambient light 
inside, but we decided this space would also be ideal for another projection.  We e came up 
with some wording that was appropriate for our theme and used another program to 
convert it into a binary code that could be shown by a film, which would also be on a loop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
‘Money has Value because people agree to give it value.  We are ae blindfolded; can we 
trust the digital World?” 
 
 



We decided to name the exhibition ‘Don’t bank on the past’ and then set about a marketing 
campaign where we set an Instagram account to post regularly 
 and designed and printed posters to place around the Uni Campus and in the windows of 
the exhibition site.  We got a book for all visitors to leave any feedback on the exhibition, 
created a warning poster as there was flashing lights and completed a ‘event risk exhibition’ 
form for health and safety. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



To summarise I think the exhibition was a success given its short time frame and limited 
access that we had to contend with.  We held the exhibition for 2 days in total, 11th and 12th 
March, and I think we chose a very apt theme to concentrate on, Finance in the digital age, 
whilst including a local element.  It was great to see us working as a team as we had very 
little conflict of ideas and all agreed which we liked most and worked with them.   
 
Rather than assigning individuals with specific roles we decided on all volunteering as we 
went along to get everything done as team, and then discussing the work as it progressed 
and thus improving on it collectively.  The majority of our time at the site was used up 
setting up the required hardware to work properly and to tidy and clean as we went along.  I 
think If I was to reflect on my input I tended to deal with the required equipment as I was 
often loading and unloading my car with additional items such as the projectors and 
Mirrors, wooden boxes, tape for securing the extension leads etc 
 
On reflection, the access restraints that we had certainly affected the amount of input we 
had on the end ideas as we were all aware that we only had 2 full days at the site to 
complete everything, and in the future I. would certainly ensure that we chose somewhere 
that had better access on a more regular basis.   
 
I feel that the feedback and suggestions we received from the lecturers on the assessment 
where very positive and we all agreed that Hamish’ idea of laying pillows down in the first 
room to allow visitors to lie on the floor and view the Footage that we had projected onto 
the roof was a good, if not obvious one.  More thought was needed to allow visitors 
interaction with the installation more. 
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