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Discuss the importance of children safeguarding policies and procedures in UK and comment on two high profile safeguarding cases in the last 20 years.
Introduction
Safeguarding is action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and to shelter them from harm safeguarding means protecting children from the following.
· abuse 
· preventing any children's health or development issues
· "Ensuring children grow up with the provision of safe and effective care" (“Definition of safeguarding children | Six key principles, relevant ...”)
Policies, legislations, structures, and procedures hold immense importance to help in securing better life opportunities for young people. It is the application of these policies and procedures that ensure children and young people are safe.
Children Act 1989
As part of the Children Act 1989 I will be going through a handful of legislation's that hold important when making decisions regarding a child.
Section 1
Section one of the children act is regarding the welfare of a child. This section sets out three general principles 
· The child’s welfare comes precedence.
· Delays are likely to harm the welfare of the child.
· "The court shall not make an order unless to do so would be better for the child than making no order (the ‘no order’ principle)”. (“CAFCASS: Representing Yourself in the Family Court - ONRECORD”)
When utilizing the welfare principle, a checklist of factors is observed by the court this may include:
· the child's wishes and feelings, more importance is placed on older children.
· the feelings educational and emotional needs
· the effect on the child of any change in their circumstances
· the age,  background uncharacteristic of the child which is considered relevant by the court.
· "Any harm the child has suffered or is at risk of suffering" (“Care and Support Framework - Child Protection Guidelines”)
· The capability of the parents to meet the needs of the child.
(The Children Act 1989 - InBrief.co.uk, 2022)
Section 17 
Local authorities have a broad obligation under Section 17 of the Children Act of 1989 to protect and improve the welfare of "children in need" in their authority. Section 17 grants local authorities the authority to support "children in need," this includes financial and housing support even if they cannot access public funding, to carry out their responsibility to  ‘safeguard and promote the welfare of children within their area who are in need’. (Children Act 1989, 2022)
Section 20 
by Section 20 of the Act the local authority is responsible for provide housing for "children in need." This housing, which can take the form of foster care, residential care, or kinship arrangement, can be made either temporary or permanent and is done independent of the judicial system. The parent still has complete authoritative parenting.
Section 31 
In accordance with Section 31, the court can issue a care order that divides parental responsibilities between the parents and the designated local authority. This order can only be granted if the court finds that "the harm, or likelihood of harm, is attributable to... the care given to the child, or likely to be given... if the order is not granted, not being what it would be reasonable to expect a parent to give, or the child being beyond parental control." (Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman)  To investigate the circumstances surrounding a child's home, the court has the power to issue an interim care order (for up to eight weeks in the first instance).
Baby P
The first case I will be discussing is the case of Baby P. This case is based on the death of a 17-month-old boy Peter Connolly at the hands of his mother her lover and his brother, the horrific incident took place in north London in 2007, August 3rd. This case back dates to two months after Peter Connolly was born where his mother begun a relationship with Steven Barker at who's hands Baby P suffered major abuse. 
Baby P was admitted to the hospital on several occasions and his mum was in fact arrested twice in connection to this, it was found that over the period of 8 months Peter had been found with fifty injuries and had been seen by a string of social workers, metropolitan police, and health professionals, sadly they all missed the warning signs that could have saved the toddler's life. Later it was revealed that baby P’s face was smeared in chocolate to hide the bruises.
Baby P was subjected to abuse that included being repeatedly choked until he turned blue and inflaming a rottweiler to attack him the post-mortem examination showed that he already had a broken back and fractured ribs. (“What happened to Baby P? – The Sun | The Sun”) The court ruled that Baby P died at the hands of his mother and her allowing the abuse to have gone on.
The loss of Peter Connelly became a landmark in child death case. And a reference point for child protection and for the perceived effectiveness of local authorities.
Peter Connelly was failed by the system due to poor practice it was found that at the time the mother’s actions and behaviour were not challenged by professionals and in fact the child was handed back to the mother on numerous occasions even after the extent to which baby P had numerous injuries, that were marked as “accidental”. 48 hours prior to the death of the toddler  there was a flawed paediatric assessment that labelled him as “miserable” with a viral infection. 
Baby P was failed according to section 1 and 31 od the children act 1989 after months of persistent abuse and neglect and despite visits from numerous professionals Baby P did not attain justice for what had been happening to him and this resulted in his death.
Victoria Climbe 
On the 5th of February 2000 Victoria Climbe was taken into the hospital intensive care unit with signs of physical abuse and she then died aged 8 despite efforts made. The cause of Climbe’s death was an excess of 120 injuries, Cimbes auntie was arrested in relation to this as well as her boyfriend.
Victoria was born in the ivory coast, and her aunt took her back to the Paris to offer her a “better life”. Victoria went to school in Paris however her attendance was poor due to the abuse, they started to gain attention from authorities and moved to the UK. 
There is no other reason behind the suffering and death in Victoria clean Bay apartment gross failure of the system and this was inexcusable it is clear that the agencies with responsibility for Victoria gave low to zero priority to the task of protecting her there was plenty of evidence to show that Victoria clean Bay was being abused and the danger that she was in could have been recognised in action could have been taken

References

1. What happened to Baby P? – The Sun | The Sun, https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4567187/baby-p-killers-tracey-connelly-steven-barker-jason-owen/.
2. Definition of safeguarding children | Six key principles, relevant ..., https://cpdonline.co.uk/knowledge-base/safeguarding/definition-of-safeguarding-children/.
3. Care and Support Framework - Child Protection Guidelines, http://iscp.gg/Care-and-Support-Framework.
4. CAFCASS: Representing Yourself in the Family Court - ONRECORD, https://www.myonrecord.com/blog/cafcass-representing-yourself-in-the-family-court/.
5. SCIE: Introduction to...children's social care - Looked-after children, https://www.scie.org.uk/publications/introductionto/childrenssocialcare/lookedafterchildren.asp.
6. 20 007 819 - Local Government and Social Care Ombudsman, https://www.lgo.org.uk/decisions/children-s-care-services/looked-after-children/20-007-819.
7. InBrief.co.uk. 2022. The Children Act 1989 - InBrief.co.uk. [online] Available at: <https://www.inbrief.co.uk/child-law/children-act-1989-child-protection/> [Accessed 1 August 2022].
8. jones, r., 2022. The Story of Baby P. [online] Policy Press. Available at: <https://policy.bristoluniversitypress.co.uk/the-story-of-baby-p#:~:text=In%20England%20in%202007%20Peter%20Connelly%2C%20a%2017,focus%20of%20the%20reporting%20and%20of%20the%20blame.> [Accessed 2 August 2022].
9. lake, e., Micallef, C. and mullshine, m., 2022. Baby P the tragic tot who's horrific tale of abuse appalled the nation. [online] The Sun. Available at: <https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/4567187/baby-p-killers-tracey-connelly-steven-barker-jason-owen/> [Accessed 4 August 2022].
10. Legislation.gov.uk. 2022. Children Act 1989. [online] Available at: <https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1989/41/section/1> [Accessed 1 August 2022].
11. NSPCC Learning. 2022. Safeguarding children and child protection | NSPCC Learning. [online] Available at: <https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/safeguarding-child-protection> [Accessed 1 August 2022].
1. 














	

