Portfolio primary source analysis: Guidance
For the primary source analysis part of your portfolio, you need to pick a particular primary source relating to your case study. If you are in any doubt about whether the source you have chosen is appropriate, please discuss your proposed sources with me before starting work.
Questions you will want to address in your primary source analysis:
· Background about the document/photograph/source itself:
· Who was the author/photographer/artist (if known)? What do you know about them?
· Date it was produced
· In what context was it produced?
· Does it belong to a particular genre (diary, memoir, testimony, official report, image, etc)? If so, what are the implications for interpreting it? 
· What was the intention of its production?
· Who was it aimed at? Who might have had access to it? What kind of response might its audience have had? Did the author intend to provoke a particular response?  How successful were they in doing so?
· Analysis of the content – what are the key themes or ideas presented in the source? What kind of language is used to put across these ideas (if a written source)? What does it leave out?
· What are the strengths and potential weaknesses of this kind of source material? Are there any problems with using it as a historical source?
· What does it tell us about the subject being studied?

