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Task 1: Observational Writing 
In a world dominated by mass technology and social media use: polarization, agendas, biased narratives and fake news are not hard to come by to say the least. What impact does this have on our ability to perceive images and how can we see the deeper meaning behind them? Within this text, I will deconstruct an image used to demonstrate how plastic pollution and pollution in general has a vast impact on the world today. I will also reference semiotic theories to try and offer new means of perception.
We’re taught the concept of semiotics from a young age, for example, the colour red signifies ‘stop’ or ‘danger’, green, the complete opposite. Why is this? Semiotics is a language used to discus how meaning is generated and conveyed. For instance, there are always two sides of the coin, semiotics is about what is literal vs what is connoted. Although established by Ferdinand de Saussure in the 17th century, it was especially used in this sense during the 19th and 20th century by Charles Sanders Peirce. Pierce’s main theory behind semiotics is “something that stands to somebody for something”. (Britannica, 2020)
Plato, an Athenian philosopher, created the theory of the cave. The story behind this cave was that prisoners have been bound to infancy, the only reality that they know is from a projection on the cave wall through a fire, this is their reality as they’ve seen nothing else. However, one prisoner managed to escape the cave, only to realise that everything he had once seen was an illusion. With this realisation, the prisoner went back to the cave to discuss his findings, but everyone else within the cave plotted to kill him because they didn’t want to accept the reality. Plato’s allegory is a metaphor for the way that we all live our lives, always bound by certain conditions.[image: See the source image]
Figure 1: October 14th 2018, Passportocean
The ocean is a home to a vast array of marine creatures, now it is also a home to plastic, chemicals and general waste. 
As shown in the photograph we can see a plastic bag that signifies a whale’s tale above the surface, but when moving below the surface the plastic bag gets bigger and is full of fish. This represents the increasing pollution of our oceans. The background of the image is hollow and murky. As said before, there are always two sides of the coin, and we must look for the deeper meaning. This image is a metaphor, usually when seeing sights like this, its breath taking, whereas when looking at this photograph it’s the complete opposite. It shows that things are not always as we see them.
The blue in this image denotes sadness, although the ocean is always dark, the darkness in this image is very symbolic, thus signifying the depressing nature of the situation today. The bag in this image helps connote the message that the life of aquatic animals is being restricted due to marine pollution. When looking for the deeper meaning behind the image, we can see that the fish are trapped in the plastic bag, reinforcing the idea that marine life is increasingly inhibited on a daily basis. 
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Task 2: Manifesto Writing 
8-point manifesto 
1. All art and photography show meaning  
2. A photograph can speak 1000 words
3. Photographs are memories that will last forever
4. Photography and art should be thought to younger age groups
5. I will only produce art that I feel has meaning and has been well thought off
6. Macro photography is a greater form of photography
7. Cameras can see more than what the human eye can
8. Involving nature into photography is beautiful
Macro photography is a greater form of photography
[image: Best of 2015: Top 10 Macro Photos - 500px]
Figure 1: “untitled”
I have always been drawn towards macro photography. This form of photography allows you to see a lot more detail and texture within images than what a normal photograph does. The reason that I have always been such a fan of macro photography is because I love how the concept of it is that you don’t really know what you are looking at because of how close up it is. I love how macro photography can be done with little cost, the technique I first used was an attachable lens which clipped onto the back of my phone, it was not expensive and gave high quality images which helped further my interest in the topic, the images taken allowed me to capture images which did not look like they were taken on a phone. Macro photography has advanced in how the images have been taken but not by much, the equipment that is used has been similar throughout the years although there are some slight advancements in what we use today. The first ever macro lens was produced in 1955 but macro photography was around before then. 
Cameras can see more than what the human eye can
[image: See the source image]
Figure 2: “untitled”
Using any type of camera can show more than what the human eye shows on a daily basis, this goes from high quality equipment, simply to the camera on the back of your phone. Cameras can show more as you are able to rotate them, move them as close to an object as you want, and you can also change the lese to add more detail. Even though your eyes can move around whereas a camera takes still images, the technique used to take the image will involve advance equipment which will allow more detail to be shown. Cameras help form a mental image whereas moving your eyes around is like taking a video of something. Although, with, it is very difficult to compare both the human eye and a camera, but it is still possible, we just must take into consideration all factors that could affect our judgement. My opinion that a camera can see more than the human eye may vary from someone else’s opinion. 
Involving nature into photography is beautiful 
[image: See the source image]
Figure 3: January 8th 2014, Charlie Rogers 
All types of photography are really good, it is all considered art and all art is different. I personally love nature photography, this is because nature is considered as many different things, from lions to a simple flower, these are considered parts of nature. Taking photos of nature is limitless as you are guaranteed to find something new every step you take. Therefore, this form of photography is one of my favourites as there are endless possibilities. Nature photography will always been different, if an images was taken of the same mountain, no photo will look the exact same, there are always different angles to look from. The objective of a nature photographer is to create beautiful images without causing damage to the environment that is surrounding them. When taking photographs of nature, you must take into consideration the lighting, angles, the camera lens, shutter speed, ISO and so much more. It is art.

Bibliography 
Cameras vs. The Human Eye (cambridgeincolour.com)
eyes - Bing images
Everything You Need to Know About Macro Photography (photographylife.com)
macro photography - Google Search
nature photography - Google Search
The History of Macro Photography | Will Moneymaker Photography
What Is the Definition of Nature Photography? (ourpastimes.com)

Illustrations 
Figure 1: “untitled”
Figure 2: “untitled”
Figure 3: January 8th 2014, Charlie Rogers 




Task 3: Practice Based writing
Catharsis by Jakob Kudsk Steensen
Jakob Kudsk Steensen is a Danish artist that is interested in how technology, ecology and imagination connect, he is an artist that created a digital exhibition called Catharsis, this exhibition is about an old-grown forest. The work was created by Steensen with the help of his primary collaborator Matt McCorkle, the digital exhibition contains 3D textures and sounds from several different forests in North America which further makes a fake forest that is said to have existed for hundreds of years. 
The way that the exhibition was taken is through a one continuous shot that moves from the ground to the sky capturing all the detail that passes. Steensen uses the concept of ‘slow media’ in which digital technologies can divert attention to the natural world and formulate fresh narratives regarding our ecological future. The simulation shows natural environments in the past and present which have been slowed down and moved closer. The exhibition is of a large scale that allows the audience to become more interested in digital simulation. 
Along with Steensen’s other work called ‘The Deep Listener’ which is a mobile app that plays audio from 5 different places in London created in 2019, Steensen’s work experiments with new technology in art. 
The exhibition took place in the Serpentine galleries January 2020 – May 2020 for ConnectBTS2020, this was created by a pop group that globally aimed to connect twenty- two artists from five different cities to help them connect through art and music to show the relationship between both. Steensen took place in this exhibition as one of the artists from London. This exhibition is temporary as it ended May 2020. It was presented outdoor as enlarged images with speakers each side of the image, this is where the sound comes from. 
Personally, I have mixed opinions on the exhibition. Firstly, I really like the images that have been created, they are all full of colour and the presentation of them really draws me into the photographs. Each image is slightly different which means that they do not become boring when looking at them, you can see something new within each one. With that being said, I do not understand why the images were created, I am yet to find a back story of the images which makes me question it, this is both a good and bad thing as it means I can make the meaning of the images myself and everyone’s opinions on the photographs may be different. The reason that this could be a bad thing is because the artist could possibly take offense to what others opinion of his work is. There is one image from the exhibition, which is my favourite, this is the one that has a lot of flowers which are red, these flowers stand tall within the image and the colours surrounding are very bright. 
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