[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

image1.png
Visibility is twenty-five nautical miles — fifty kilometres — to the
horizon, which is notched by the smoke of a ship. It is about the limit
of vision on the water, from the bridge of a ship this size (we are
forty metres up) though you might see land further off.

“But we don’t see land too often,” says Chris.

We saw the lights of Capo St Vincente last night and this morning
at dawn the low hills of Capo di Faro. Day broke ethereal, the hills
sandy against a lemon sky. The light began in a rainbow across the
dark horizon, a carmine band against the sea. It was Sorin’s watch
and he was using the time to study, listening to a training CD about
stowaways.

“Stowaways will use great ingenuity to trick you. They will lic to
you and deceive you. Stowaways will attempt to befriend you and
‘manipulate your emotions. Stay professional, stay detached. Stowaways
cost the company money. Be on your guard. Prevention is better than
cure.!

This is all recited by an American woman with a voice a shade
‘more human than the speaking clock. It is quite chilling to picture
the world’s law enforcement authorities being programmed with this
stuff.

T had stowaways, Sorin said. ‘In Hong Kong. Seventeen Chinese
guys. They come aboard dressed as stevedores — they had help from
a crew member. Hid in the bo'sun’s hatch. Hong Kong police came
on, dogs and guns, took them all off. But they miss four guys — so
‘many places to hide in a ship. But we were going to China nest, so
they got them there. Took them away for . . . interrogation. They
had jackets with food and water in pockets. Not much, they knew
they would be looked after.”

He remarks that stowaways who choose the wrong ship are thrown
overboard.

It happens, sure. In northern latitudes you're dead in ten minutes
and no one will ever find the body.”

No one ever did find the bodies of three Romanian stowaways,
Petre Sangeorzan, Radu Danciu and Gheorghe Mihoc, who were
discovered on a ship in these waters in 1996. The vessel, the Maersk
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Dubai, was owned by the Taiwanese Yang Ming company: ship and
crew were on charter to Maersk. On 12 March 1996 they were
approximately where we are now, fifty miles off Cape Trafalgar, on
their regular run from Algeciras to Halifax, Nova Scotia, when the
three stowaways were discovered. The men’s pleas for their lives seem
to have had no effect on the Taiwanese officers of the Maersk Dubai,
Captain Cheng-Shiou, First Officer Wu Chung-Chih, Second Officer
Kuo Chin-Chiu, Radio Operator Jang Che-Min, Chief Cook Wang.
Ko-Lung and Chief Engineer Ni Yung-Lai.

The ship was heading north-west into the deep ocean when
Sangeorzan and Danciu were found. They had creptaboard in Algeciras
in the hope of a passage to Canada. A third would-be stowaway who
failed to board had watched the ship leave with the two men on it.
One of the ship’s Filipino crew, Rudolfo Miguel, told CBC Radio in
Canada what happened when the stowaways were caught.

“They have a passport, and picture for their family and children,
“The master, he said, “throw overboard”, And now these people: “No,
100, no — please, please, please, please captain, no, no, please.” Crying.
They understand that they will throw overboard . . ."

Another Filipino member of the crew, Juanito Tlagan, said, ‘One
of them are kneeling on the floor, I think begging for somebody to
spare their lives. And hes kissing one of the boots of the crew.”

Tlagan said the captain had ‘devil’s eyes, fuming mad’.

Captain Cheng-Shiou was adamant that the two Romanians should
be thrown off the ship. The Filipinos asked to be allowed to construct
a raft for them, The first they made broke up on hitting the water;
a second held together. Taiwanese officers then forced the two men
down the pilot ladder. When Sangeorzan and Danciu were last seen,
one had climbed on to the raft and the other was in the sea. They
had no means of propulsion, no food or water, and no one was looking.
for them.

Extraordinarily, the same ship, carrying the same crew and
controlled by the same officers, was making the same run two months
later when the same thing happened. On 18 May the Maersk Dubai
was a night and a morning’s journey out of Algeciras, well into the




