


Introduction
This essay will discuss the main forms of child abuse in England and the effectiveness of the current safeguarding children’s policies and practices. Further details of the 4 main forms of child abuse will be discussed whilst critically assessing their effectiveness, looking back over the last 5 years up to the current day. Examining recent case studies has additionally highlighted the impact of potential safeguarding errors, whether it is policy or human error. The practices and policies in place for child safeguarding at present will also be discussed in this report.  
The 4 main forms of child abuse in England
Child abuse in England does not have one definition, as there are many different forms of child abuse, and each individual has a different opinion of what they perceive as child abuse. As a result of this many different policies and practices have been put in place over the years, designed for all individuals to abide by in order to protect children from maltreatment and harm. These policies and practices have a clear guideline to clarify what is classed as child abuse under a court of law.
The 4 main forms of child abuse in England are neglect, emotional abuse, sexual abuse and physical abuse.
The NSPCC (2021) states that the most common form of child abuse is child neglect, neglect is failure to meet a child's basic needs. A child or young adult can be put in danger and also suffer from long term effects on their physical and mental wellbeing if they’re left hungry or dirty, or with no supervision, health care, proper clothing or shelter. Child neglect falls into 4 categories, physical, educational, emotional and medical neglect. 
According to NSPCC (2021), Physical neglect of a child is failing to properly supervise a child, keep a child safe or meet a child’s basic needs such as food, shelter or clothing. Educational neglect is when parents fail to give their child an education. Emotional neglect is experienced when a child is isolated, ignored, intimidated or humiliated, resulting in the child not getting the stimulation and nurture they need. Refusing or ignoring medical recommendations and not providing a child with access to dental care is known as medical neglect because the child is not being given proper health care.

Emotional abuse is the constant criticism of a child by an adult, silence is also a form of emotional child abuse. Emotional abuse is also known as psychological abuse, 
‘it is a pattern of behaviour that damages a child's sense of self-worth and negatively impacts their emotional development. In addition to withholding love and support, the person emotionally abusing the child also may reject, criticize, threaten, demean, and berate the child. They also may humiliate the child, engage in name-calling, and insult them’ (Morin, 2021). 
According to Morin (2021) emotional child abuse is about power and control and it isn’t always easy to recognise as most of the time emotional child abuse is subtle and it tends to slowly chip away at the child’s self-esteem. 

Child sexual abuse and exploitation is sexual contact with a minor, it can be carried out online or in person, whether the child is aware or not aware that the sexual act is wrong or a form of abuse, the child cannot consent to the act because they are under the age of consent. The NSPCC (2020) states that child abuse is when a child or young person is forced or tricked into sexual activities, sexual abuse can happen anywhere and the child might be afraid to tell someone, so it is important to let the child know it isn’t their fault.
There are two forms of child abuse, contact and non- contact abuse, contact abuse involves touching, kissing etc whereas non-contact can be online or face to face and it involves acts such as adults exposing themselves to minors, pornography, etc.
In 2015 the Serious Crime Act was introduced and words such as ‘child pornography and child prostitution’ were replaced with the term Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) (Hayes, 2016). 
The CSE Response Unit 2016, came into effect in 2016, according to Hayes (2016) the definition of CSE was updated when the CSE Response Unit was introduced. In order to help safeguarding services and practitioners to protect more children from abuse in future the CSE Response Unit publicised the results from the 6 multi-agency inspections of the local CSE arrangements.
According to Hill (2016) identifying those who are vulnerable to exploitation is no easy undertaking but there are excellent examples of partnership working between local authorities, the police, schools, and voluntary organisations to address risky behaviour before destructive relationships can form.
Physical child abuse is inflicting deliberate harm to a child which causes bruises, cuts, burns or broken bones. In babies, shaking or hitting them can cause non-accidental head injuries which can have life-altering consequences. Any physical abuse can have serious consequences for children as they grow up and can cause long lasting harm (5 main types of abuse - Safeguarding Association, 2019).

The law to protect children from physical assault is known as the Offences Against the Person Act 1861, it was implemented in 1861 (NSPCC learning, 2021a). The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child advocates that children should be protected from mental and physical violence and physical punishment. At present there is currently no English law that protects children from physical punishment in England. 
Experiencing physical abuse as a child can cause trauma and it may have long-lasting effects on the child, which potentially could lead to the child experiencing poor mental or physical health at a later stage in life. 
Current safeguarding children practices and policies
All organisations that work with children must commit to protecting the children, they should always have child safeguarding policies and practices set in place to show how they intend to keep the children safe and care for the children’s wellbeing whilst they are in their care. Safeguarding ‘is the action that is taken to promote the welfare of children and protect them from harm’ (NSPCC Learning, 2020b). Working together to safeguard children 2018 is the statutory guidance for inter-agency working, it was introduced in 2018 by The Department for Education (DfE) to provide guidelines for child safeguarding for all organisations and agencies who work children.  
The Children Act 1989 was introduced in October 1991, the Children Act 1989 was an act to reform and amend the law with respect to children, children’s homes, community homes, voluntary homes and voluntary organisations. The aim of the Children Act 1989 was to provide local authority services for children and young people in need and to make provision with respect to fostering, child minding and day care for young children and adoption, as stated in chapter 41 of the Children Act 1989, (2021a).
The main 2 sections of the Children Act used are section 17 ‘children in need’ and section 47 which is ‘Duty to investigate significant harm’.

Section 17 of the Children Act 1989 clearly states that the local authority has a duty to provide a provision of services for children in need, their families and others (Children Act 1989, 2021b).

The guidelines for section 47 of the Children Act 1989 states that the local authority have a duty to investigate if they are informed of or have reason to suspect a child or young person who lives, or is found, in their area is the subject of an emergency protection order, or if the child or young person is suffering, or is likely to suffer significant harm (Children Act 1989, 2021c).

In 2003, the government published the Every child matters green paper alongside the formal response to the report into the death of Victoria Climbié. This was followed by the Children Act 2004 and the Children and Young Persons Act 2008 (Flatley, 2016).
The Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004 were amended in 2017 when the Children and Social Workers Act 2017 was introduced (NSPCC, 2020).
Another organisation which promotes the welfare, rights and wellbeing of children in England is the UNCRC. The United Nation's Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is an international rights treaty for children and young people under the age of 18. UNCRC aim to recognise children's rights and ensure that children grow up in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, freedom, equality and solidarity (Save the Children, 2018). The UNCRC has 54 articles, articles 1-43 are all about children’s rights, whilst articles 44-54 are all about how the children will be awarded these rights by the international organisations and the governments work.
Over the years there have been a large amount of child abuse cases in England that have made a huge impact on child protection laws and safeguarding practices and policies. Previous child abuse cases have helped to outline areas where the government has failed these children whilst also highlighting the areas that the government has managed effectively.
In 2003 Lord Laming’s report into the death of child abuse victim Victoria Climbié, finds that health, police and social services missed numerous opportunities to save her. This gave impetus for the government green paper, Every Child Matters. The paper proposed an electronic tracking system for England’s children; the creation of 150 children’s trusts to be set up by 2006, amalgamating health, education and social services; a children’s director to oversee local services; statutory local safeguarding children boards; and a children’s commissioner for England (Edmond and Price, 2021).

Again in 2007, due to the incompetence of social workers, doctors, lawyers and the police, Peter Connelly died in August 2007 at home in Haringey, north London, after months of abuse (Sellgren, 2010). Peters mother Tracey Connelly and her partner and his brother were all convicted for the death of Peter. Peter sadly died at the age of 17 months after enduring more than 50 injuries in the space of 8 months. 
Earlier this year, Kaylee-Jayde 3 years old from Solihull Birmingham, was sadly killed in august 2021 by her mum Nicola Priest and her mum’s partner Callum Redfern for interrupting whilst they were having sexual intercourse. Kaylee-Jayde died from abdominal and chest injuries and her mother and partner were both charged with man slaughter. 
Kaylee-Jayde was failed by the social services, ‘it has emerged Priest's own mother Debbie Windmill had been so concerned about Kaylee that she had alerted social services - but it is unclear what if any action was taken’ (Oldham and Dresch, 2021). 
Organisations such as the police, crown prosecution service, pathologists and the ambulance service were a huge help during the case, the medical examination results along with the pathologist’s post-mortem results proved that Kaylee-Jayde had also ‘suffered historical injuries including broken ribs, lower leg fractures and a broken sternum’ (BBC News, 2021).
Frankie Smith, the mother of 16-month-old Star Hobson, (who died in sept 2020), was the most recent abuser to be convicted of murdering an infant, along with her partner Savannah Brockhill, Star was also failed by incompetent social workers. 
According to Farrell (2021) five different reports were made to social services from Star’s family and friends, each time explanations were given by Smith and Brockhill. The family members who made the reports were not interviewed and there was little effort to check whether the injuries matched the explanations and at no point were the accounts cross referenced with what the family might have been told.
In 2016 reports of many child sex abuse cases began to arise in institutions like care homes, hospitals, the BBC and schools, this has made many people more aware of child sexual abuse. According to Flatley (2016) these reports also prompted the government to initiate the statutory Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (The Goddard Inquiry) on 12 March 2015 and a new guidance for people working with children called Working together to safeguard children was also introduced.
In the year ending March 2019, the Crime Survey for England estimated that approximately 8.5 million adults aged 18 to 74 years old experienced abuse before the age of 16 years old. This is equivalent to 20.7% of the population aged 18 to 74 years old (Elkin, 2020).

According to the 2020 key findings from the ‘how safe are our children’ report, the rates of younger children subject to a child protection plan or on a child protection register are higher than rates for adolescents (NSPCC, 2021).

At present the safeguarding practices in England have made major improvements but even with all these policies and practices in place and multiagency working, some organisations are still failing to protect the wellbeing of some children and ensure their needs are met in a safe environment. This may be due to bad or non-communications between organisations, staff shortages or in most cases not enough investigation is made into each report. 

‘Multi-agency working enables different services to join forces in order to prevent problems occurring in the first place. It is an effective way of supporting children, young people and families with additional needs and helping to secure improved outcomes’ (integrated working explained, 2008).

Social worker Vince Pert, stated that ‘social workers have finite time and finite resources in order to address infinite problems, which have been decades and decades in the making’ (sky news, 2021).

Conclusion 	
Child abuse cases are a big cause of child homicide in England, due to both policy and human error. According to NSPCC Learning (2021c) on average, at least one child is killed a week in the UK as a result of abuse or neglect. 
The NSPCC Learning (2021d) child death statistics briefing, shows evidence that in the last 5 years, 2015-2020 there was an average of 82 child homicides a year in the UK. The statistics from last year, 2019-2020 showed that there were 68 child (under 18) homicides in the UK and 61 of them was carried out in England alone. 
The current safeguarding practices in place in England are effective in various ways, but more close contact and liaising between organisations is essential in order to reduce the amount of child abuse cases in England. 
Multi-agency working from all organisations involved is extremely important to help to improve the quality of care and protection children are receiving, in the hopes to improve their health, welfare and wellbeing. Organisations have safeguarding policies and practices set in place to clarify the laws they must follow when working with and caring for children. 
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