Visual Enquiry II
Feminism is for everybody, Bell Hooks
Beth Jones
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During the reading festival I was given the book ‘Feminism is for everybody’ by Bell Hook. The book explores feminism through many different topics such as feminism through the work place, race, beauty feminist politics and many other topics. She also focuses on the positivity of feminism to eliminate sexism and sexist exploration. 
[image: Related image][image: The Beauty Myth (first edition).jpg]From the book I picked up a quote ‘The sexual exploration of women’s bodies had been a common occurrence in radical movements for social justice.’ I decided to focus on the female body and how it has unrealistic expectations also treated/seen more as an object. I researched the work of Barbara Kruger as I’m familiar with her work on feminism. Kruger creates black and white images textboxes of writing over the images mainly red and bold expressing a political statement. Some of her work features quotes, ‘your body is a battleground.’ She is known for her confrontational words or statement that explores society and gender roles. 
Untitled (Your body is a battleground), 1989

I also briefly researched the book ‘the beauty myth’ by Naomi Wolf highlighting the power of women. The ‘beauty myth’ addresses the unrealistic standard in todays society especially to physically look a certain way. The reason this is more of a problem today is because of the commercialising influences such as big supermodels and famous people all over social media with millions of followers flaunting their hidden plastic surgery forming the ‘perfect’ body and facial features. 
Wolf writes ‘during the past decade, women breached the power structure; meanwhile, eating disorders rose exponentially and cosmetic surgery became the fastest-growing specialty.’ 
By taking inspiration from my research and ‘feminism is for everybody’ I decided to address the issue of sexist comment made by powerful people targeting the female body. I aimed to do this by taking self portraits with clingfilm wrapped around me, representing both plastic unrealistic bodies and the suffocation and harm women go through to achieve it. Also, it symbolises the objectification of women as I wrap myself in a form of plastic packaging. 
[image: ]I photographed some portraits and some part of my body such as neck, waist and arms. I used flash to emphasise the clingfilm as it reflects leaving a bold shine creating more of a dramatic atmosphere, I also turned the photographs black and white as I think they came across more powerful and gritty. I then decided to research quotes said by powerful people. For instance, Donald Trump (the most powerful man in America), Mel Gibson and Arnold Schwarzenegger, two very famous men that are often idolised. The quotes I picked to use in my images were powerful and shocking, as they talk about women as a sexual object with nothing else to offer. I put these quotes in black small textboxes, so they stand out as Barbara Kruger does. 
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[image: Image result for freedom beyonce video]I chose the instrumental version of Beyoncé’s song ‘freedom’ for the audio. This song was also a big part of my research as it was written for ‘the international day of the girl’ whilst the music video features women from all around the women standing strong together.
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