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1.
The Consultation of Resources and Works of Reference

b. Classification, Encyclopaedias, and Libraries
Aims of the Seminar

· To build understanding of library classification

· To encourage an historical understanding of the classification or organization of knowledge, the encyclopaedia, and the relationship between academic disciplines
· To build understanding of the kinds of information that encyclopaedias and subject dictionaries contain and how they organise and present this information
The aims of the seminar are to be achieved through a combination of lecture and the practical handling and use of encyclopaedias and subject dictionaries, and by relating the discoveries thereby made to the broader knowledge, analysis and categorisation provided by this seminar document and by further reading.
1.

Classification
The Oxford English Dictionary defines ‘classification’ as ‘[t]he action of classifying or arranging in classes, according to common characteristics or affinities; assignment to the proper class.’ ‘Classification’ is also ‘[t]he result of classifying; a systematic distribution, allocation, or arrangement, in a class or classes; esp. of things which form the subject matter of a science or of a methodic inquiry.’
In the first seminar on bibliographical resources, the classified bibliography was considered as a bibliography that divides its subject into separate lists designed usually to provide assistance for literary criticism or historical scholarship, for example. Classification is most commonly encountered, however, in library classification.
Classification has a longer history than bibliography, and that history is entwined with the history of the encyclopaedia and the history of the relationship between the academic disciplines. Studying historical examples of classification enables us to see how the systems of classification that exist in our own time have arisen, and how they are not inevitable. This grants us some distance on these systems and allows us to analyse them more objectively.

Library Classification
One of the most widely adopted library classifications is Dewey Decimal (DDC). DDC is adopted by the British National Bibliography, formerly a print publication but now published online by the British Library. This is a comprehensive list of books and new journal titles published or distributed in the United Kingdom and Ireland since 1950. It is therefore an accumulative bibliography. In its print form, it was published annually in two volumes: Vol. 1: Subject Catalogue; Vol. II: Indexes.
The Indexes included an ‘Author and Title Index’ and a ‘Subject Index’. The online form is among the best ways to discover the most up-to-date publications on any subject. Among the ‘Help articles’ is one entitled ‘How to use the catalogue’, which explains that one of the several ways in which the catalogue may be searched is by using DDC shelfmarks.
DDC is also the system which is adopted by the Main Library on the Lampeter campus of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David, and by many other university libraries. There follows an explanation of the principles of this form of classification.
Conceptual Framework

The adoption of DDC entails the adoption of its organizing principles, of which none is more basic than this: the parts of the Classification are arranged by discipline, not by subject. The consequence of this principle is that there is likely to be no one single place for a given subject.

Notation

As regards the notation of classes or classmarks, section 4.3 of the Introduction to Dewey Decimal Classification and Relative Index, devised by Melvil Dewey, 20th edn, 4 vols, ed. by John P. Comaromi, et al. (Albany, New York: Forest Press, 1989), reads as follows:

At the broadest level, the DDC is divided into ten main classes, which together cover the entire world of knowledge. These classes are further divided into ten divisions and each division into ten sections, although not all the numbers for the divisions and sections have been used. (The word “class” is used generally to indicate divisions, sections, and any other notational level in the hierarchy.) (I, xxvii-xxviii)

The first digit in the notation of a class indicates the main class, e.g. the 2 in Main Class 200 (Religion). The second digit indicates the division, e.g. the 3 in Division 230 (Christian theology; Christian doctrinal theology). The third digit in each three-digit number indicates the section, e.g. the second 2 in Section 232 (Jesus Christ and his family; Christology). A decimal point follows the third digit, after which division by ten continues on down to as specific a degree of classification as may be desired. Notation in DDC is never less than three digits, though either one, two or three of these may be significant. E.g. the class 200 has only one significant digit – 2 – which indicates the main class, whereas 230 has two significant digits – 2 and 3 – which in sequence indicate the division.

Principle of Hierarchy

The other important organizing principle of DDC is hierarchy, which is expressed through both notation and structure. Notational hierarchy is expressed by length of notation. Numbers at any given level are subordinate to a class whose notation is one significant digit shorter; coordinate with a class whose notation has the same number of significant digits; and superordinate to a class with numbers with one or more digits longer. Structural hierarchy means that aside from the ten main classes every topic is subordinate to and part of all the broader topics above it. The corollary is also true: whatever is true of the whole is true of the parts.

Library of Congress Classification (LCC) is also one of the most widely adopted in libraries worldwide. The conceptual framework of LCC is similar to that of DDC and the principle of hierarchy also applies. The main difference is the use in LCC of letters to denote the class and first sub-class. Documents containing the LCC outline may be found on the module page on Moodle.
Libraries not infrequently adapt or modify either DDC or LCC. For example, the Main Library on the Lampeter campus of UWTSD does not exploit the full range of digits that the classification system makes available after the decimal point, but instead adopts a sequence of three letters usually taken from the title of the publication. Special collection libraries may also adapt DDC or LCC, or devise a classification system that is uniquely appropriate to the collection, perhaps incorporating indicators of provenance. For example, the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives on the Lampeter campus of UWTSD utilises a system of call numbers based on the provenance of its founding collections. There were three major donations and the following is a short account of some of the resultant range of call numbers: 
The RBLA’s copy of the first edition of John Milton’s minor poems, under the title Poems of Mr. John Milton, both English and Latin (London: Printed by Ruth Raworth for Humphrey Mosley, 1645), has a call number – BUR 03211 – indicating that its donor was Bishop Thomas Burgess, the founder of St. David’s College, Lampeter. The RBLA also holds one copy of the first edition of The Doctrine and Discipline of Divorce, the call number of which – T314 – indicates that it is among the Tract Collection. There are also among the holdings copies of some important later editions of Paradise Lost, including the editorially interesting 1749 edition by Thomas Newton, the call number of which – PHI 01588 – indicates that it was donated by Thomas Philips. Another edition, Paradise Lost: A Poem in Twelve Books, 2 vols (London: J. and R. Tonson, 1746), has a call number – ODS 02839 – indicating that it was acquired as part of a smaller donation. 

2.
Exercise on Classification
Consult the document entitled ‘A Guide to Classification and Cataloguing in the CMS Library’, which may be found on the module page on Moodle. This guide relates to a special collection library – the library of the Centre for Marian Studies. Read part 1 ‘CMS Library Classification’ (for the purposes of this exercise you do not need to read part 2 ‘Cataloguing in the CMS Library’). Its classification adopts and adapts elements of both DDC and LCC. Consider the advantages and disadvantages of this classification solution and consider alternatives. Write a short account of your conclusions with which to begin a discussion on the forum on Moodle.
3.

Encyclopaedias
The first definition of ‘encyclopaedia’ offered by the Oxford English Dictionary (OED) is ‘the circle of learning; a general course of instruction’. To understand this meaning, it is necessary to understand the history and development of encyclopaedias. The word ‘encyclopaedia’ was newly coined by fifteenth or sixteenth-century humanists for whom knowledge was the ordered representation of everything. It was a liberal arts educational system or ideal organisation of knowledge.

The second definition of ‘encyclopaedia’ offered by the OED is ‘a literary work containing extensive information on all branches of knowledge’. The most famous of medieval encyclopaedias was compiled by Vincent of Beauvais, a prodigious devourer of books, who died in 1264. Vincent proposed that his encyclopaedia should contain ‘in brief whatever, from unnumbered books, I have been able to gather, worthy of consideration, admiration, or imitation as to things which have been made or done or said in the visible or invisible world from the beginning until the end, and even of things to come.’
 By the eighteenth century the encyclopaedia, now so called, was developing into something recognisably encyclopaedic from a modern perspective. 
The long history of classification is entwined with that of the encyclopaedia and demonstrates that the divisions within knowledge are not inevitable. Some are relatively recent in formation and the result of historical and professional forces.
5.

Encyclopaedias and Subject Dictionaries
The third definition of encyclopaedia provided by the OED is ‘an elaborate and exhaustive repertory of information on all the branches of some particular art or department of knowledge’. Modern encyclopaedias meet this description and it is this kind of encyclopaedia that most obviously overlaps with the subject dictionary, which is defined in the OED, under ‘dictionary’, as ‘a book of information or reference on any subject or branch of knowledge, the items of which are arranged in alphabetical order; an alphabetical encyclopaedia: as a Dictionary of Architecture, Biography, Geography, of the Bible, of Christian Antiquities, of Dates, etc.’
6.

Exercise on Subject Dictionaries
This exercise should be undertaken either in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives (RBLA) Reading Room, on the Lampeter campus of UWTSD, or in another appropriate library where there is access to printed dictionaries of printers, booksellers, and artists or engravers. The following are examples of such works from the RBLA:

Bryan’s Dictionary of Painters and Engravers, new edn revised and enlarged under the supervision of George C. Williamson, 5 vols (Port Washington, N.Y.: Kennikat Press, 1964) SPEC REF R 750.3 BRY

McKerrow, R.B., ed., A Dictionary of Printers and Booksellers in England, Scotland and Ireland, and of Foreign Printers of English Books, 1557-1640 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1910; repr. 1968)

Plomer, Henry R., A Dictionary of the Booksellers and Printers Who Were At Work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1641 to 1667 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1907; repr. 1968)

Plomer, Henry R., A Dictionary of the Printers and Booksellers Who Were At Work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1668 to 1725 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1922; repr. 1968)

Plomer, Henry R., G.H. Bushnell and E.R. McC.Dix, A Dictionary of the Printers and Booksellers Who Were At Work in England, Scotland and Ireland from 1726 to 1775 (Oxford: The Bibliographical Society, 1932; repr. 1968)

For this exercise, you need to select at least one or two encyclopaedic works printed in London before 1775. The following are examples from the RBLA:

Bayle, Pierre, An Historical and Critical Dictionary (London: Printed for C. Harper, D. Brown, J. Tonson, A. and J. Churchill, T. Horne, et al., 1710) Call Number: YM 118

Bayle, Pierre, The Dictionary Historical and Critical of Mr. Peter Bayle, 2nd edn (London: Printed for J.J. and P. Knapton; D. Midwinter; J. Brotherton; A. Bettesworth and C. Hitch; et al., 1734-38) Call Number: ODS 00114

Estienne, Charles, Dictionarium historicum, geographicum, poeticum: gentium, hominum, deorum gentilium regionum […] (London: Printed for B. Tooke, T. Passenger, T. Sawbridge, A. Swalle & A. Churchill, 1686) PHI 00996

Martin, Benjamin, Bibliotheca Technologica: or, A Philological Library of Literary Arts and Sciences (London: Printed for James Hodges, 1740) YM 2

Picart, Bernard, The Ceremonies and Religious Customs of the Various Nations of the Known World : Together with Historical Annotations and Several Curious Discourses Equally Instructive and Entertaining : Written Originally in French, and Illustrated with a Large Number of Folio Copper Plates, 6 vols (London: Printed by William Jackson, 1733-37) PHI 00229

If you are undertaking the exercise at a library other than the RBLA Reading Room, you will need to consider whether that library holds copies of any early printed encyclopaedic works, and if so, whether it will permit access to them. You will need to keep in mind that these rarely include the term ‘encyclopaedia’ in their titles. If none are available in printed copies in the library you are using, then access the Royal Academy Collection’s online catalogue record of the last work on the list above (https://www.royalacademy.org.uk/art-artists/book/the-ceremonies-and-religious-customs-of-the-various-nations-of-the-known).
Note down the names of at least two printers and/or booksellers named in your chosen encyclopaedias. In earlier printed books, these are often given in the form of ‘Printed by [printer] for [bookseller(s)]’. Frequently only the name of the printer or the bookseller(s) is provided. Where it is the latter, the information may be provided in the reduced form: ‘For [bookseller(s)]’. 
In addition, note down the names of at least two artists that can be identified as having been involved in the creation of printed illustrations in one or more of your chosen encyclopaedias.
Once you have noted these details, gather information on the individuals (printers, booksellers, artists, engravers, etc.) whose names you have noted down, using the subject dictionaries listed above, or any other relevant subject dictionaries you can find. Once you have completed your research, write a short report and post this report on the Forum on Moodle.
� Taylor, The Mediaeval Mind, II, 347.
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