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Possible Dissertation Questions
The Big, The Grey and the Ugly : Why do Brutalist buildings struggle to capture the imagination of the public within the United Kingdom? 
Loved by some but loathed by many : How has the public’s perception of Brutalism influenced the demolition and destruction of buildings throughout the United Kingdom?
A lost ethic? : Exploring the fetishization of Brutalist buildings within the United Kingdom

No other style of architecture has ever faced such severe criticism as the Brutalist movement. The style emerged after the end of the Second World War, characterised by raw concrete, geometric forms and exposed structural elements. Socialism is embedded in the philosophy of the movement.
AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
I aim to gain an understanding of the public’s perception of Brutalism as an architectural style and why it attracts such negative emotions and controversy – this could be due to political standpoints, environmental or ethical factors or just because the aesthetics of the style are so different to what came before and after it. 
I also believe that it is important to understand why current listed building objectives are centred around old, ornate buildings, while so few modernist brutalist buildings are viewed with the same level of importance. The Brutalist movement is a key part of our history and culture, yet many of these buildings are vulnerable to demolition and denuded of any cultural significance within society.  
I would finally like to explore the lost ethics of Brutalism, and how a new growing contemporary interest in the style (particularly on social media), and profit driven redevelopments have destroyed the ideology behind the movement. Brutalism was arguably more of an ethic than an aesthetic, and originally placed great importance on social equality, but the social estates have since become high end real estate in London – ie Barbican Estate, Balfron Tower.  However, this gentrification of brutalist housing estates could be a saving grace, as often the alternative is demolition.

METHODOLGY 
Primary research will be carried out via interviews and questionaries, from members of the public and architects within the field as well as the committee at Historic England (those responsible for listed buildings within England). I will visit each of the buildings to carry out observations also.
Secondary research will come from architectural journals, books and news articles.




LITERATURE REVIEW
Useful sources that I have consulted thus far :
Atlas of Architecture – Phaidon 
Brutalism : Post War British Architecture – Alexander Clement
How to love Brutalism – John Grindrod
20th Century Society and Brutalism.Online (Online Societies/Blogs)
LIMITATIONS
The biggest limitation on my research will be a lack of replies to my questionnaire / interview requests, I will overcome this by ensuring emails are sent by the end of October to approximately 100 people.  I am aware that selecting a range of people will be a difficult task but must remain random to avoid bias. Covid-19 restrictions may prevent face to face interviews, so these could be carried out via zoom calls/emails.
ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS
I will ensure a consent form is sent out with each questionnaire, and guarantee that all personal data is kept anonymous unless stated otherwise.
TIME FRAME
The initial research will begin over the summer period, with visits to the selected buildings taking place which will primarily take place in London.  I aim to distribute questionnaires and conduct interviews by the end of October / early November 2021. I will have prepared a draft of my dissertation by February 2022. 


I believe the public’s perception of Brutalism has had an influence on the demolition of many of these buildings within the UK and so further research into this subject could help to understand why this prejudice exists, and thus could  help to save more Brutalist gems from being destroyed in the future. 



