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Abstract:

Can buildings shape identity? Exploring how the architecture of residential homes restricts individuals' personal and social freedom.
By Carys Rhian Morris
University of Wales, Trinity Saint David.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This dissertation examines the importance of an individual's identity within their home by analysing the effects of standardised volume housebuilding on a resident's personal and social freedom. By analysing a range of case studies, literature and research, alongside interviews and site visits, the study will evaluate the current housing models and their effectiveness at fostering a sense of community, belonging and identity. Historical and psychological contexts will be considered, aiming to understand why there is a disconnect between the resident and the property.
This study employs mixed-methods research, including a detailed literature review of theorists such as Hilling (2018) and Lowe (1982) and a quantitative and qualitative survey of residents currently living in Welsh residential housing. The chapters will examine the evolution of residential housing in Wales, how community and identity can be formed or discouraged through primary case studies and visits, and precedents for how modern Wales could aim to address the issue through innovative architectural schemes. 
Statistical analysis of primary data reveals a 75.4% dissatisfaction rate due to a lack of autonomy in residential housing, providing empirical evidence of the disconnect between modern social housing delivery and the identity of the inhabitant (Author, 2025; Appendix A). As a result, this dissertation argues that for Wales to marry resident participation with housing delivery, the state must pivot from delivering finished residential properties to providing flexible frameworks that enable human-led design.
By addressing the research question at hand, this study demonstrates how standardised housing is a barrier to personal identity and freedom. However, this dissertation addresses the critical counterarguments for why community and identity initiatives within residential housing schemes in Wales are failing, and questions which contemporary issues are more important to social tenants.
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[bookmark: _Toc70545366]Introduction: 

The idea of the home is far more than a physical need; it serves as a vessel for establishing a human identity and a backdrop for individuals to develop who they are. For centuries, Welsh residential housing has represented a relationship between a resident and their environment, which has morphed over the years due to the increase in standardised volume housebuilding. This dissertation argues that the modern home has transitioned from an accumulation of self-identity and self-expression to a standardised, easily replicable property. By prioritising mass production to meet targets, the current housing model in Wales has eroded residents' psychological connection to their space and to themselves.

Defining Key Terms: 
To successfully navigate this argument, four key terms must be defined within the context of this dissertation. All definitions are provided from the Cambridge Dictionary. 
· Identity: “The fact of being, or feeling that you are, a particular type of person, organisation, etc.; the qualities that make a person, organisation, etc. different from others“ (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026).
· Agency: “The ability to take action or to choose what action to take” (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026).
· Community: “The people living in one particular area or people who are considered as a unit because of their common interests, social group, or nationality“ (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026).
· Social Housing: “Houses and flats that are owned by local government or by other organisations that do not make a profit, and that are rented to people who have low incomes“ (Cambridge Dictionary, 2026).

The Problem and Timeframe:
The timeframe of this research spans the post-war period to the present day (1945 - 2026), with brief consideration of historical context, and how residential housing may look in the future. As of now, the Well-Being for Future Generations Act is focused on creating a better social, economic, and cultural Wales. However, this dissertation argues that the current housing delivery model, governed by building targets and regulations, often prioritises efficiency and faster delivery over well-being (Future Generations Wales, 2015).  

Geographical scope and interview participants:
This study is located in Wales, with a specific focus on residential social schemes in South and West Wales. Minor reference is made to specific case studies elsewhere. The research participants identified within the location are social landlords such as Codi, residents living in Wales, The Lammas Eco Village, and the Swansea Green Party.

Methodology and Limitations: 
This study employs a mixed-methods research strategy, which captures the systematic constraints on housing in Wales, the lived experience of Welsh residents, and insights into life in an alternative model of housing. A detailed literature review establishes a baseline for the evolution of identity within housing in Wales, which is then tested through qualitative site visits and interviews with stakeholders, including Tao Wimbush of Lammas Eco Village and Elfed Roberts of Codi Housing Association. To provide empirical evidence, a quantitative and qualitative survey was conducted with 69 residents across Wales. While the sample of participants focused primarily on South and West Wales, it provides an insight into the 75.4% dissatisfaction rate regarding resident agency (Author, 2025; Appendix A). The mixed-methods approach allows for a variety of data, though it is limited by the study's geographical scope and the potential for bias among survey participants who may feel strongly about their housing conditions. 

Aims and Objectives:
The core aim of this dissertation is to evaluate whether residential housing can shape an individual's identity and to propose ways to reclaim that sense of identity by drawing on previous studies.


Aims:                                                                                               Objectives:
	To explore the evolution of Welsh residential housing and its link to identity through the years.
	To provide a historical background to Welsh residential housing and its identity.

	To investigate different case studies through site visits of Welsh schemes.
	To analyse primary data from Welsh residents and compare them to the limitations and strengths of the case studies.

	To evaluate how current residential design can foster or discourage identity and community.
	To conduct a case study of current volume housebuilding models in Wales and assess if they are encouraging identity.

	To examine innovative precedent studies of social housing that allow for resident-led design.
	To propose a framework for future Welsh social housing schemes.




Literature Review and the Research Gap:
A wide range of literature has been used to ground this research in the specific context of residential housing in Wales. Hilling’s work (2018) offers an in-depth insight into the history and heritage that shaped Wales’ housing. By using this documentation of traditional architecture, this dissertation establishes a baseline of what identity looked like before standardisation. This is continued by Lowe (2011), whose research into social housing provides a critical analysis of how the transition to standardisation in residential housing prioritised efficiency over residents' personal freedom. Finally, Rapoport (1969) has been considered, along with his work on environmental psychology and on how standardisation fails to satisfy residents' needs.
The research draws on a wide range of perspectives. By evaluating literature from the 1980s alongside contemporary data up until 2026, the study balances historical evidence with the realities of the current housing crisis. 
Furthermore, insights from political parties, alternative models, social housing, and everyday people ensure that each argument addressed is well considered from each angle, creating a balanced reflection of how social residential Welsh housing truly is.
While the history of Welsh residential architecture is well documented, a significant gap in the research literature is the lack of studies on residents' agency to alter their homes and the psychological impact this has on their ability to form or explore their identities within their environments. There is little empirical research on how a lack of freedom affects a social tenant's identity. 

Final statement:
To address the aims and objectives, the research is structured in four stages. 
Chapter 1 will establish the historical evolution of Welsh residential housing, outlining the shift from the resident as a participant and creator within their home to a subject of state provision. 
Chapter 2 will utilise primary case studies and site visits to investigate the current tensions between housing models that encourage and restrict autonomy. 
Chapter 3 will address the critical counterarguments and economic pressures Wales is currently facing, such as the housing crisis that shapes the provision of social housing. 
Finally, chapter 4 will synthesise the findings to propose a framework for future Welsh social housing that integrates resident-led design with modern sustainability standards and initiatives led by the state. 



Chapter 1: The Socio - Political Evolution of Residential Dwellings Within Wales.

Traditional Typologies within the Welsh Agrarian Landscape:
Before industrialisation, the Welsh home was a product of necessity and an example of individual agency, where the resident acted as the primary architect of their own environment, and made all the decisions about what happened within and around the home.
Architecture in Wales from the thirteenth to the eighteenth century is called "vernacular architecture," a term Hilling (2018, pp. 113) uses for buildings made by local carpenters and builders rather than architects. During this period, local people shaped dwellings according to need and the available materials. Hilling notes that stone, especially limestone and sandstone, were the most accessible materials. Limestone was easy to work with and useful for making building blocks, mortar, and limewash to weatherproof. Timber was also a main building material. 
[image: ]In late medieval Wales, the hall house became a common type of housing. This was typically a three-part, cruck-framed structure with a large hall or living area in the centre. The layout was practical: a central hearth provided heat, and a cross passage separated service areas from living areas. As the population grew in the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, people moved to higher ground, leading to new house types like platform houses and longhouses (Hilling, 2018, pp. 115). He explains that a platform dwelling had a simple, right-angled shape and was split into two main areas by a central passage. These homes were unusual for their time because they sheltered both people and cattle under one roof, all warmed by a central hearth.

                    Figure 1. Llwyn Celyn, an example of a 14th-century hall house. (The Guardian, 2019).
By the sixteenth century, houses became more internally focused. The addition of winding stone stairs, separate bedrooms, and chimneys signalled a shift toward privacy. It elevated the interior of a building in the hierarchy of what was needed and desired (Hilling, 2018, pp. 121-122). Despite these changes, the most common Welsh residential dwelling until the 20th century was the typical Welsh cottage. Hilling (2018, pp. 121-122) notes these were homes for people experiencing poverty, such as servants or labourers who had no self-sustaining land. These cottages had a single room with two zones: a living area and a sleeping area. As space needs increased, lofts were converted into additional quarters, demonstrating the flexibility of tenant-led housing.
This era of vernacular residential dwelling highlights that buildings can shape identity through active participation. Because the layout was flexible and tenant-led, the dwelling often reflected residents’ personal freedom and immediate needs within their property.
However, Waddington, K. (2014, pp. 191) notes that this freedom often arose from economic constraints. Whilst the longhouses provided essential warmth through shared occupancy with livestock, this lack of separation posed significant health risks that the later industrial era sought to regulate, highlighting that many residents lived in dwellings that were “small, overcrowded, damp, cold, and unsanitary”. Furthermore, while the ability to change the dwelling demonstrates flexibility, it also highlights overcrowding faced by servants or labourers who could not expand their footprint. And as a result, the vernacular identity was as much a result of surviving poverty as it was an expression of architectural agency.
Ultimately, this period established a baseline of spatial agency and identity that was later traded for improved sanitation, at the cost of increased restrictions on industrial and municipal activities. 

Residential Housing during the Industrial Revolution (1788 c.1845):

The shift toward industrialisation witnessed the first systematic restriction of spatial agency and identity within residential housing, as housing became a tool for employer control and legislative standardisation. This transition represented a fundamental shift in the status of the resident: the individual was downgraded from the creator of their home and environment to a subject affected by legislative necessity within housing. While the vernacular home was a space for self-expression, the industrial dwelling was a finished product provided to the worker, marking a period of standardised identity that prioritised the needs of the country over the agency of the resident. 
By 1750, Wales remained an “overwhelmingly rural country” (BBC Wales, 2014), with a population of approximately 500,000, the majority of whom engaged in an agrarian way of life. However, the boom of industries established during the Elizabethan era, such as iron smelting in Pontypool and Bersham, lead mining in Flintshire, and copper smelting in Swansea and Neath, precipitated a shift in the Welsh population and lifestyle. By 1830, East Glamorgan and Monmouthshire produced over half of Britain’s iron exports, and by 1851, two-thirds of Welsh families relied on industry rather than agriculture (BBC Wales, 2014). 
As the population grew and industry expanded, rapid urban growth required new housing laws. Hanley (2016, pp. 8 - 10) writes that in the mid-19th century, laws such as the Public Health Act of 1848 were enacted in response to the 1830s cholera outbreak. This law allows authorities to control living conditions, such as sewage and plumbing in homes. The Common Lodging Act of 1851 sought to address "dirty and crowded" conditions for people on low incomes by making homes cleaner and safer. These laws marked the shift from people designing their own homes to government rules. 
The Industrial Revolution’s housing output was the standardised industrial dwelling. Lowe (1982, pp. 16 - 18) describes homes in South Wales as having stone walls, slate roofs, and typically “two up, two down” units, sized 400 - 450 square feet. They were often double-fronted, with central doors and symmetrical windows, arranged along access paths or small garden “baileys.” This style originated from East Welsh farmhouses but was popularised post-1825 by industrial needs. 
Blaenavon, recognised by UNESCO in 2000, exemplifies employer-provided housing. After the ironworks began in 1788, worker housing was built for the local labour force. Homes like those in 'Victoria Row' were designed for efficiency, with 22-inch rubblestone walls, oak trusses, arched brick window and door openings (Lowe, J. 1982, pp. 16). 

[image: ]
                                              Figure 2: Workers' housing at Blaenavon. (CADW, 2026).

The community shop near the ironworks used a token system centred on the Blaenavon Company Shop, which started around 1790. The shop offered basic goods, but since there were no other shops, it could charge whatever it wished (Blaenavon World Heritage Site, 2026). This era demonstrates how buildings shape identity by redefining residents as industrial subjects. By tying the home to the workplace and the company shop, the ironmasters created a closed ecosystem of dependency. The physical standardisation of two-up, two-down houses stripped away the spatial freedom established in the vernacular period, replacing it with a managed, predictable environment designed for a workforce rather than a community. 
However, this was often a necessary response to the cholera outbreaks and the crowded conditions cited by Hanley (2016, pp. 9). While the ironmasters profited, the transition offered a new level of structural stability, weatherproofing and sanitisation that the agrarian cottages lacked. While this transition offered structural stability and eliminated the sanitary risks of the longhouse seen previously, it established a historical trade-off: physical health was secured at the cost of spatial freedom and autonomy. The home was no longer a mirror of the resident, but a unit provided by an authority. 

Contrastingly, while this environment was designed for efficiency, it arguably fostered a new form of community among residents. Daunton (1983) argues that the physical proximity and shared standardisation of the terraced row fostered “solidarity on the doorstep”.  The streetscape became the foundation for Welsh working-class identity, which later found expression in standard terraced housing. 
Ultimately, this period proves that while the industrial model improved sanitation and durability, it established the precedent that housing is a managed resource provided by an authoritative figure, rather than a personal right to express self and identity. 

The Inter-war Period: The 1919 Addison Act. 

The 20th century introduced the state as the primary provider of housing, prioritising sanitation and health through top-down, engineered standards that emphasised the resident’s role as a recipient of space. 
The shift from employer-led to state-provided housing accelerated in the early 20th century due to the wars. Simmonds (2013, pp. 2-3) highlights World War I’s demand for working-class housing. On 31 July 1919, Parliament passed the 'Addison Act,' which allowed the government to subsidise the construction of 500,000 new homes over 3 years. However, the economy at the time limited output to just 213,000 homes (UK Parliament, 2026). 
[image: A rare and unique moment - WHQ - WHQ]The Tudor Walters Report (1918) shaped the design of these “cottage-style” properties by using the garden city principles of Barry Parker and Raymond Unwin. These cottages were usually two stories, in groups of four or six, amid gardens and trees, and often on cul-de-sacs (Crisp, A. 1998). Features like indoor plumbing, separate bathrooms, larger living areas, and aesthetics raised state residential housing standards. The 1930 Housing Act enabled local authorities to clear slums, creating about 1.1 million new municipal homes during the inter-war years. 
                                                  Figure 3: The Tudor Walters Report Housing (WHQ, 2020).
This era represents a transition from industrial control to institutional influence. By applying the standards of the Tudor Walters Report, the state began to design out residents' ability to adapt their dwellings to deliver housing more quickly at standardised levels. 
As explained by Crisp (1998), the slum clearances of the 1930’s were a response to mortality rates, providing “separate bathrooms and larger living areas” as a radical act of dignity for a class previously housed in housing with poor sanitation (Hanley, J. 2016). However, critics such as Ravetz (2003, pp. 64) argue that this was an initiative that came with a hidden cost – it was a “paternalistic model…which imposed a supposedly ideal environment”.
However, by providing everything, from plumbing to gardens, the state stripped the resident of the ability to adapt their environment as they saw fit. Conversely, whilst the industrial worker had “solidarity between their doorsteps” (Daunton, M. 1983), the municipal post-war tenant was often isolated in a cul-de-sac. 
The municipal age succeeded in clearing slum housing. Still, it formalised a model in which the resident was no longer an active participant in their design but a subject of the welfare state.

The Second World War Displacement: 1939-1945

The displacement following World War II forced a radical shift toward prefabricated kit-form residential housing, representing the peak of state-managed housing standardisation, in which architectural identity was delivered as a non-negotiable, finalised product. 
World War II (1939–1945) caused a population shift in Wales. Johnes (2013) reports that over 200,000 newcomers arrived in Wales between 1939 and 1941, prompting National Geographic to call Wales “little old England’s refuge room.” This migration was complicated by the bombing that followed. Cardiff lost 33,000 homes, and Swansea’s 1941 ‘three-night Blitz’ destroyed half its city centre, destroying 282 homes and damaging 11,084 more (Johnes, 2013).
To address this, Winston Churchill passed the Housing Act of 1944. The act introduced prefabricated, aluminium “kit form” homes, known as prefabs, across England and Wales. In Wales, 7,600 units were provided, consisting of two bedrooms, integrated storage, plumbing, and electricity (Amgueddfa Cymru, 2026). Though built to last just 10 years, prefabs provided vital, superior housing at the time. 
[image: ]                      Figure 4: Pre-fab residential housing units post-World War 2. (Amgueddfa Cymru).
By 1950, residential modernisation was urgent; about 500,000 Welsh people still had no indoor sanitation, alongside other poor living conditions. The 1946 ‘New Towns Act’ sought to address urban crowding by creating planned towns such as Cwmbran. Over 35 years, the ‘Homes for All’ initiative (BBC, 2026) built 4.4 million social homes in Britain (Shelter, 2026). This was the peak of municipal housing, resulting in state-rented homes becoming the norm for the Welsh working class until the 1980s. 
While municipal planning improved living standards, it continued to shape identity through a lack of choice; the rise of the kit-form prefab and state-managed estates restricted residents' ability to participate in their own housing design.
This era represents the separation between the resident and the built environment. Identity was no longer something they created (as in the vernacular era) but something they received. By providing elements such as “integrated storage, plumbing and electricity” (Amgueddfa Cymru, 2026), the state successfully modernised the Welsh housing scene. Still, it curtailed residents' spatial agency and their ability to choose what was within their homes and how they looked. 
On the other hand, the loss of agency was experienced as a form of liberation. As Johnes (2013) suggests, the move from a damp, decaying terrace to a prefab with a fridge and a bath was a radical status upgrade. The kit form home provided a modern identity to aspire to. However, critics such as Vale (1995, pp. 1-2) argue that the uniform, temporary nature of these dwellings stripped the Welsh landscape of its regional character and identity, describing them as “small and boring”. However, Vale’s analysis provides a rebuttal to this counterargument, describing the units as a “basic set of accommodation”, highlighting how even though the prioritisation of universal housing standards ensured that houses from Cardiff to Caernarfon all looked the same, every unit had those basic human needs (Vale, 1995, pp. 1-2).
The homes for all eras solved the housing crisis at the time, but solidified the idea of conformity, where a resident's identity was tethered to a standard that left no room for spatial evolution or for participation in shaping how the property could look or evolve.
[image: ]
           Figure 5: New build dwellings by social landlords in Wales, 1946 – 2022. (Senedd, 2024).

The Diversification of Residential Ownership and the Rise of Volume Housebuilding: 

The late 20th century saw the home transition from state-managed to a private financial asset, fundamentally shifting Welsh residents' sense of autonomy. 
The final few years of the 20th century witnessed a significant shift in Welsh housing policy, moving from a model of municipal housing provision to one increasingly centred on private ownership. While the aftermath of the Second World War saw the government address housing shortages and the risk of “social disruption associated with inadequate housing” through substantial investment in social and council housing (Jones, 2008, pp. 6-7), this approach began to face increasing criticism and scrutiny leading up to the 1970s. 
Notably, the changing British economy, financial pressures, and shifting public attitudes prompted a reassessment of the need for large-scale state involvement. The rising influence of companies such as building societies, lawyers, and estate agents reflected and reinforced this shift, as their preference for home ownership aligned with emerging ideologies. This transformation was therefore not merely administrative or economic, but ideologically driven, highlighting debates about public versus private housing provision, state responsibility for housing, and how individual autonomy and identity were considered (Jones, 2008, pp. 6-7).
Upon their return to power, the Conservative government's initial strategy was to remove the restrictions on council house sales established by the Labour government in 1968. The Housing Finance Act of 1972 furthered this by removing local authority discretion in setting rents, introducing a “fair rent” system (Jones, 2008, pp. 14-16). Margaret Thatcher campaigned on a promise of 9% mortgage rates and a statutory right allowing tenants to purchase their homes. This was solidified in the Housing Act of 1980, which gave tenants with 3 or more years' tenancy the right to buy their property at a 1/3 discount below market value, with a 5-year pre-emption clause. 
Whilst this granted the residents legal ownership, a sense of identity, and the agency to modify their dwellings as they saw fit, the higher-quality dwellings were frequently sold off and not replaced, significantly reducing the state's role. Minton (2012) argues that this shift toward a democracy based on home ownership actually eroded the social fabric of neighbourhoods, as homes became commodities rather than community anchors. As Jones (2008, pp. 5) evidences, the objective was to “reduce the municipal influence and to attack the practices and traditions embodied within the public sector.”
The quest to establish this democracy had an impact in Wales. The government promoted home ownership by reducing public-sector stock whilst simultaneously providing subsidies through mortgage tax relief (Royal Geographical Society, 1992). In the wider context, by 1980, home ownership accounted for 56.1% of the UK housing market. Alongside this, on the 1st of March 1984, the National Coal Board’s decision to close 20 mines resulted in 20,000 job losses, shifting away from the industry-focused era of Welsh housing that has persisted until now (National Coal Mining Museum, 2024). 
The subsequent housing boom persisted until May 1988, when the government raised housing interest rates 11 times, from 7.5% to 14.5%, aiming to curb inflation and halt the housing market's momentum, as people were unable to afford the new prices (Royal Geographical Society, 1992). The Housing Act of 1988 and the act that followed, the Housing Act of 1996, finalised this transition by establishing housing associations as the primary providers of social and council housing. This shifted the role of landlord away from the previously established elected councils to non-profit organisations. In the years leading up to the new millennium, the Welsh residential dwelling had been redefined; it was no longer a tool for industry, nor was it state-provided; instead, it became a private asset for homeowners and a managed resource for social tenants. 
This era represents the commodification of identity. While the Right To Buy scheme gave residents the legal ability to modify their dwellings, it simultaneously tethered their sense of self to their financial status. Those who could not afford to make this purchase remained within dwellings that limited their identity. 
This transition emphasises that buildings shape identity by linking domestic space to financial status: whilst it offered individual agency, it restricted the collective social freedom previously fostered by municipal planning. 
However, for many, homeownership was the ultimate expression of autonomy. For the first time, a working-class resident could paint their door without seeking permission. Yet, as Minton (2012) argues, the democracy formed was fundamentally flawed. The Right to Buy was frequently sold off the highest-value stock, leaving the most vulnerable residents in estates that were no longer a source of pride. 
[bookmark: _Hlk62472134]The transition to the 2000s repositioned the Welsh residential dwelling as a financial instrument. Whilst it offered freedom, it also restricted the collective social agency that had previously defined the Welsh landscape.











Chapter 2: The Identity Comparative Test - Autonomy vs institutional management.

Defining the Architectural stakeholders within the Comparative Test:
To evaluate how current Welsh residential housing addresses’ identity, it is necessary first to define the backgrounds of the two primary case studies this study will analyse. Tao Wimbush, the co-founder of the Lammas Eco-Village in Glandwr, represents the alternative model of residential living. His work operates under the constraints of 'One Planet Development (OPD)', a policy set up by the Welsh Government, defining it as "development that through its low impact either enhances or does not significantly diminish environmental quality. One Planet Developments should initially achieve an ecological footprint of 2.4 global hectares per person or less in terms of consumption and demonstrate clear potential to move towards 1.88 global hectares over time" (GOV UK, 2012, pp.1).
Contrastingly, Elfed Roberts of the Codi Group (formerly known as Pobl) represents the institutional model of residential housing. As the head of innovation and sustainability at Codi, Roberts manages the delivery of sustainable housing within the housing association. As noted by David Hedges of Woodknowledge Wales (2025), housing providers such as Codi are "setting standards" by demonstrating that impressive, innovative projects can be built on a larger residential scale.
These stakeholders represent two distinct identities of the modern resident. Wimbush’s model aligns with the vernacular tradition of the resident-as-architect. In contrast, Roberts’ work at Codi represents the municipal age where design is delivered at scale using a standardised model. 

[image: ]Community: Intentionality vs Engineered Infrastructure:
It can be argued that authenticity in community is upheld through shared labour and the necessity of communal values. While institutional models aim to foster social cohesion through green infrastructure, identity can be earned through active participation rather than mere proximity to others.
To introduce how community is formed across different housing schemes, it is useful first to understand how the public perceives community. Survey findings indicate 61.8% of 69 respondents feel their community lacks accessible shared space for spontaneous gatherings, which discourages them from forming close relationships with their neighbours (Author, 2025; Appendix B).                                                                                                          Figure 6: Lammas (Author, 2026). 
  
At the Lammas Eco-Village, community is a functional design requirement for the survival of the residents. As Tao Wimbush explained during a primary interview, the 76-acre settlement is "physically forced together" by the infrastructure itself (Author, 2025, Appendix B). However, it must be questioned whether this level of spatial agency is a luxury of the able-bodied and time-rich. If architectural freedom and agency require residents to be their own builders, this alternative housing model may inadvertently discriminate against those who lack the capacity to build, suggesting that housing identity is a privilege rather than a right. 
The residents co-manage the site, from protecting natural springs for water collection to maintaining communal farms and livestock; failing to participate in these communal, reciprocal relationships directly diminishes the quality of life for the residents. Wimbush describes the Earth Centre, a hub which was funded by a £350,000 grant, as the "beating heart" of the village, frequently hosting events such as "full moon jams" and prayer groups. Furthermore, all evening meals are shared…
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                                           Figure 7: The Lammas central hub (Author, 2026). 
bridging the gap between public interaction and privacy (Author, 2025, Appendix B) The residents earn identity through their shared labour and the freedom to pursue their interests, which stands in contrast to the 61.8% of survey respondents who feel isolated within their current residential housing schemes (Author, 2025, Appendix B).
[image: 4]In contrast, the Gwynfaen development in Penyrheol represents an institutional strategy. Led by the Codi Group and funded through the Innovative Housing Programme 2019, Gwynfaen aims to foster community through green infrastructure. Comprising 144 residential homes that border the surrounding woodland, Gwynfaen utilises the landscape as a meeting point for residents. As said by Elfed Roberts, "Nature is right outside your front door. It's all around you, and you're encouraged to use it for you to meet people. By encouraging people to walk, you immediately bring people into contact with each other like a village” (Author, 2025, Appendix C).
                                                           Figure 8: Gwynfaen, Penyrheol ( EDP, 2026).

Gwynfaen sets itself apart from existing neighbourhoods, which one respondent describes as "isolated bubbles with no streetscape” (Author, 2025, Appendix A). Rather than perpetuating these patterns, the scheme deploys a "whole market approach" (Author, 2025, Appendix C) to blend private and social rents and envisions a central community hub to unify residents. The infrastructure has been created to foster social interaction by simplifying the term. As explained by Roberts (Author, 2025, Appendix C), “Social interaction is literally just knowing who you are, the people that you're living close to, feeling, making friendships, helping each other out, feeling comfortable. That person can collect my parcel. I'll collect their parcel."
 However, unlike developments that rely less on resident engagement, Gwynfaen’s success hinges on residents’ willingness to use and support the communal hub and to engage with one another, prompting a critical comparison: can built infrastructure alone sustain shared community without active cooperation? Norberg-Schulz (1979) argues that belonging requires an active commitment to a place that pre-designed hubs may fail to trigger. 
While the institutional model at Gwynfaen offers improvement within market blending and sustainability, it remains a passive landscape. This contrast reveals that identity is not a commodity to be provided by a developer, but an act that residents must actively engage in. 61.8% of survey respondents feel isolated, suggesting that, without the forced labour seen at Lammas, the residents' identity remains tethered to the “isolated bubble” of the private estate rather than to the collective spirit of the streetscape (Author, 2025, Appendix A).

Control within Design:
The systematic disconnect between the resident and the designer has transformed the home by designing out the inhabitant's spatial agency and practical competency. 
The disconnect between the resident and the designer is significant. Primary research reveals that 75.4% of survey respondents believe they have little to no influence over the design or layout of their homes (Author, 2025, Appendix A). While housebuilders prioritise standard features that are efficient and reliable within houses, the survey reveals a desire for core human needs: safety, pedestrian priority, and social cohesion, which the current system fails to provide.
At Lammas, this disconnect is eliminated through the "freedom to create". Wimbush (Author, 2025, Appendix B) characterises this as a "double-edged sword," stating:
[image: ]"And what you gain is freedom. That’s the payoff. In this life, you do what you want when you want... But that’s a double-edged sword, you create what you want, but then you have to live with what you’ve created" (Author, 2025, Appendix B).
                                
                        Figure 9: The Lammas Earth Centre, made by its residents (Author, 2026). 
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                                    Figure 10: The local animals managed by the residents (Author, 2026). 

This model restores competency to its residents. In mainstream housing, a burst pipe requires calling a plumber, but at Lammas, residents are the architects of their own lifestyles, learning to build, repair, and source materials themselves. This sharp contrast not only creates a psychological connection to the property but also enables them to deepen their knowledge and invest time and energy in both their homes and their growing skillset.
Turning to the institutional perspective, the properties have been created with future adaptability in mind. The majority of the homes have been designed so the roof can be converted into playrooms or offices as tenants and their families grow. Roberts (Author, 2025, Appendix C) argues that this is vital for the “residents to remain living in that house with their friends”. 
While Gwynfaen is regarded as a benchmark for sustainable housing, unlike other model schemes, residents here are still curtailed by the project's scale. Roberts (Author, 2025, Appendix C) notes that the Codi Group conducts post-occupancy interviews to assess performance and target achievement, in contrast to practices and schemes elsewhere. However, this comparison underscores an institutional flaw: when these interviews take place, construction is already complete, and the design remains unchanged. Futhermore, Gwynfaen is currently being developed. This questions whether post-occupancy interviews are a luxury offered only to newer schemes, rather than to older Codi schemes, which are not seen as a benchmark. 

While Wimbush (Author, 2025, Appendix B) highlights a “freedom” that restores a psychological connection to the land, a critical counterargument suggests that this level of agency is often an elite or ableist luxury, requiring time and physical capability that the average person cannot afford. 
However, the institutional alternative at Gwynfaen offers a substitute that all can access. As Brand (1994) argues, a building is only truly successful if it can adapt to its users over time. By finalising the majority of the design before the resident even enters, the Codi Group effectively freezes its residents' identity in a pre-packaged dwelling. The post-occupancy interview that is offered, therefore, is not a tool for the agency. It confirms that innovation in Welsh residential housing is currently limited to technical performance and sustainability, rather than to incorporating identity into design. 
[image: ]
                              Figure 11: The sustainable features of Gwynfaen (Stride Treglown, 2026).

Ultimately, the contrast suggests that when a resident is denied the right to influence their layout, their domestic identity becomes borrowed from the developer rather than from themselves. The skill set acquired at Lammas serves as a manifestation of identity through labour; by contrast, residents living in spaces that reflect the designer's priorities rather than their own manifest alienation. The home becomes a high-quality dwelling but fails to mirror the inhabitants' evolving lives. 




Spatial Agency:
Identity is not a static quality found within buildings, but an active process of belonging that takes place within and outside the home. When architecture prioritises rapid delivery over resident participation, it removes spatial agency and introduces spatial alienation.
"We shape our buildings, and afterwards our buildings shape us", as stated by Winston Churchill (UK Parliament, 2026).
Churchill's observation offers insight into the situation the typical Welsh resident may experience. If a residential building is the backdrop to an individual's life, it directly affects "moods, behaviours, and overall mental health (KDG, 2024), suggesting that the loss of control over this backdrop is the loss of self-identity. Furthermore, if the dwelling is damp, stereotyped, in poor condition, or in a poor location, this can physically and psychologically negatively shape an individual’s identity.
Environmental psychology suggests that identity is not a specific feature of a building, but a feature of an individual (Proshansky, 1983). It is a substructure made of heritage, memories, feelings, and meanings. When an individual influences their property and their power to make decisions and changes, they are engaging in self-theory. They are building their own identity into the walls. However, the panic to address the deficit in residential homes has allowed for architecture to become a victim of globalisation, a "homogenising force" that is deteriorating the "uniqueness of a place" (Wennberg, 2015, pp. 12). 
As the theorist Christian Norberg-Schulz (1979) argued in his book Genius Loci, individual identity is directly correlated with belonging to a place. This belonging requires action and commitment amongst the community. By contrast, fabric-first schemes such as Gwynfaen present the home as a closed system: residents move into pre-made properties with little opportunity for intervention, which can lead to spatial alienation. Altman (2012, p. 88) hypothesises that personal identity is linked to place: “manipulating, moulding or decorating” that place allows the resident to create a “psychological comfort” within their home, which connects the resident's identity and well-being to their home. As such, the 75.4% of respondents who reported not influencing their home may be experiencing a deeper psychological reaction that is affecting their identity and well-being in a counteractive way (Author, 2025, Appendix A).
In comparison to more participatory models, this approach generates passive occupants, denying them the right to repair, extend, or personalise their homes - activities Norberg-Schulz (1979) argues are essential to being human. Dwellings in these schemes now emphasise dependency, stripping away resident competency observed in sites such as Lammas.
While Altman (2012) emphasises that personal identity is linked to the psychology of a place, it is vital to acknowledge the counterargument: in a housing crisis, the force of globalisation (Wennberg, 2025) is often the only mechanism for delivering safe, durable houses at scale. Critics may argue that the self theory is a concept that modern architecture cannot afford to subsidise. However, 75.4% of respondents reported having little to no influence over the design of their property, with no right to repair or personalise (Author, 2025, Appendix A). Norberg -Schulz (1979) argues that these elements are essential to being a human being. As a result, the success of modern fabric-first schemes rises, while the health of the inhabitants' identity declines. 
This framework proves that the typical Welsh resident has transitioned from an active participant to a passive occupant. By stripping away the competency as observed in schemes such as Lammas, the current system treats the home as a function, neglecting the fundamental human need to build one's identity into the dwelling, landscape, and community. 

The Political Identity of Choice Within Residential Housing in Wales:

The standardisation of residential Welsh housing is an intentional outcome of a market-driven planning system that prioritises standardised housing and the speed with which it can be acquired, over investing time in creating houses that suit individuals' identities.  
The testimony of Chris Evans (Author, 2026, Appendix D), the Green Party councillor for Swansea, offers a political perspective on the physical standardisation of Welsh residential housing and the resulting breakdown of identity that it entails. Evans refers to residential housing as "soulless little cells" and "biodiversity deserts", suggesting that the housing crisis is not merely one of quantity, but psychological confinement. He explains that this is due to systematic manipulation of the planning process in Wales, where volume housing developers utilise "commercial viability" as a legal loophole to bypass Section 106 commitments intended to create affordable homes for residents. Section 106 allows areas to focus on the essential aspects of a community, such as schools, GP services, and shops, that would enable a community to flourish. By treating these amenities as optional, the current system prioritises the unit over the user, directly contributing to the 61.8% isolation rate reported by respondents (Author, 2025, Appendix A).
Furthermore, Evans (2026d) provides a material critique of the standardised residential estate, focusing on the treatment of property boundaries. He argues that the industry standard, which often involves "high fencing" wrapping around the garden, creates a physical barrier to spontaneous socialisation, "boxing" residents into private voids. He proposes to replace these fences with "low hedges" to encourage permeable architecture. By removing the boundaries, architecture could facilitate a return to the reciprocal relationships seen in areas such as Lammas, where identity is formed daily through interactions and shared community.
This critique aligns with the 1,348 residential home shortfall reported by Audit Wales (2026). The urgency to address this deficit has led developers to advance "placeless designs" (Author, 2026, Appendix D). Evans advocates a fundamental transition to a "democratic architecture," arguing that restoring spatial agency through state-led delivery and a focus on community is essential, particularly given that 75.4% of respondents report being denied such agency (Author, 2025, Appendix A).
Ultimately, Evans (Author, 2026, Appendix D) asserts that the restrictive characteristics of current residential housing are not accidental but rather intentional outcomes of a market-driven system that does not enable active community participation. His perspective suggests that meaningful solutions require replacing profit-oriented, exclusionary designs with community-focused alternatives. In summary, the ongoing tension between isolated, market-driven housing and participatory, community-based models emphasises the link between architectural form, social identity, and the need for resident participation in shaping both homes and communities.
While Evans (Author, 2026, D) advocates for a democratic architecture and low hedges to foster reciprocal relationships, a counterargument must address the tension between public socialisation and modern privacy. Minton (2012) argues that the “high fence” is often the most requested feature among buyers seeking a retreat from the pressures of urban life, and therefore, the boxing that Evans (Author, 2026, Appendix D) critiques may be a market response to a genuine consumer desire for seclusion. Identity can be explored in more detail when secluded, allowing the individual to concentrate. Alongside this, adequate privacy may allow the individual time to rest properly, improving their mood and encouraging them to explore their interests.
Furthermore, while pursuing commercial viability, developers argue that without such flexibility and efficiency, the housing shortage in Wales would worsen, as projects would take longer to complete. This suggests that placeless design is the price the current system pays for achieving larger numerical outputs, at the expense of good, safe design. 
Evans’ (Author, 2026, Appendix D) testimony highlights that, by rationalising the unit over the user, the planning system ensures that Welsh residents' identity remains confined within a “soulless cell” stripped of the social agency required to turn a house into something that resonates with them.






















Chapter 3: Where is residential housing now?

The Construction of Identity: 
The current tension in residential housing in Wales stems from the government’s aim to meet numerical targets whilst maintaining standards and a sense of identity for residents. It can be seen that quantity is prioritised over the human experience, and the struggle lies in finding a solution. 
The Welsh Government has committed to delivering 20,000 new low-carbon social homes by 2026 (GOV UK, 2021). However, as stated by the Senedd (2026), the reality of this target required a change in how they were obtained. While the 2016 - 2021 term included ‘Help to Buy’ schemes, the current target is relying on empty housing units to put residents in (Audit Wales, 2024). The primary reason is the affordability issue in Wales when purchasing a home. ONS (2026) data shows that the average Welsh home costs around £213,000, which is 6x the median annual earnings in Wales. Furthermore, all homes that are viable to contribute to this target must meet the Welsh Development Quality Requirements, which require all properties to achieve an EPC A rating and to have no fossil fuel heating. 

[image: Continued investment in social housing call ahead of Senedd elections –  North Wales Housing]
                                 Figure 11: Standardised housing within Wales 2026 (NWHA, 2026).

To reach the 20,000-home goal whilst also meeting strict sustainability standards, the state is increasingly delivering houses as finished, high-performing units rather than spaces that can evolve with its residents. The inclusion of empty properties, which still must meet the Welsh Housing Quality Standards 2023, ensures high specification but leaves little to no room for resident intervention. When the government shifts the focus from building properties to delivering them rapidly, the house becomes a logical output (Welsh Government, 2026). The tenant is provided with perfect thermal insulation, but minimal architectural character. 
On the contrary, a counter perspective highlights that, in a national housing crisis, the physical safety and comfort of a resident must take priority over secondary concerns such as architectural identity.
[image: ]According to the Welsh Parliament (2024, pp. 5), Wales is in “the midst of a housing crisis” with “unprecedented numbers of people living in temporary accommodation”. In July of 2024, 11,384 people were in temporary housing, including nearly 3000 children. Furthermore, the primary aim of the 20,000-home target is to “prevent housing problems and homelessness” (Welsh Parliament, 2024, pp. 5). Alongside this, Public Health Wales emphasises that social housing’s primary role is to provide the “building blocks” of health, focusing on elements such as warmth and safety that contribute to a resident's “well-being and equity” (Welsh Parliament, 2024, pp.13).
                  
                               Figure 13: Social Housing stock within Wales (GOV Wales, 2025).

By enforcing strict WDQR standards, the Welsh Government are protecting the most vulnerable citizens from substandard living conditions. From a pragmatic standpoint, a lack of architectural character, which contributes to an individual's identity, is a small price to pay for a house that is “safe and secure” (Welsh Government, 2013). Furthermore, the focus on empty units is a rapid-response tactic to move people out of stressful environments, such as the YMCA hostels, as quickly as possible (Welsh Parliament, 2024, p. 15).
Therefore, even though standardisation within housing may limit personal expression and identity, it acts more on a moral imperative to solve homelessness first, leaving the concept of identity for a time when the crisis has subsided. 
The current method of producing residential housing in Wales operates on a top-down logic, viewing residential architecture as a finished project rather than an extension of the person inside. When a building is handed to a resident as a static environment, one where they cannot change it, it actively forces a passive identity onto the inhabitant. By removing the ability to control their home, the system turns the resident into a spectator in their own community. 
This concept was amplified during the COVID-19 lockdowns.  Appendix A (2025) captures the friction between residential housing, community, and residents' actual wants. When asked how to improve their environment, respondents prioritised communal agency over design, suggesting that the state should “remove the cars - make spaces more walkable/encourage people to meet and chat”. This highlights a desire for a “mix of amenities” that the current model fails to provide. By ignoring these desires, the current housing strategy imposes a predetermined identity on residents, leaving them feeling isolated rather than communal. 
The impact of this lack of control could be measured effectively during the Covid -19 lockdown. In 2020, when people spent over 85% of their time in their dwellings, the home became a site for psychological changes and changes in an individual's identity (Riva A, 2022). As Marcus (2006) highlights in her study of the perception of the home and mood, many of the participants expressed that they were in a state of “alienation or depression”, which they would project onto the state of their dwelling. When asked where they would ideally like to live, they often drew images of the natural world.
This stems from the idea that the “cyclical construction of us” is disregarded: while we shape our home, our home shapes us (Richardson, 2018, pp. 1-2). Richardson warns that the state is currently creating a generation of residents who have a roof over their head, but lack a “home”, existing in buildings which do not allow them to “accomplish their goals” because they lack the basic “security and control” to make their space their own. 
This reflects the idea that shaping your surroundings is a luxury, not a standard. For the wealthy, architecture is a vessel that allows them to reflect their values and develop their homes to emphasise their personalities and identities. For the everyday social tenant, the house is a dwelling which they are given and must accept. They are denied the right to modification and decoration that homeowners engage in (Marcus, 2006). As Richardson (2018) stated, these tools are used to transform a house into a home, so that, as a result, social tenants are stuck in a rigid environment and cannot develop a sense of self within the property. 
However, it can be argued that the standardisation seen in Welsh residential housing is necessary for the speed at which dwellings are erected. His view highlights how the state’s priority must be the rapid delivery of the “safe, warm and affordable” units specified by the Welsh Government (2013).
However, if a home is an “affective construct” that requires “security, familiarity and control” (Ratnam, 2018, pp. 1) to function well, then a house that denies that element of control has failed. This confirms that residential architecture does shape identity, but in its current form, it shapes an identity of disinvolvement. By reducing the home to a mere unit of existence, Despres (1991) argues that the system signals personal identity and that the tenant's personality is unnecessary. Architecture can shape identity by empowering residents or silencing them. 
[bookmark: _Hlk57978122]






















Chapter 4: The Future
The residential housing crisis in Wales offers a solution by delivering dwellings rapidly with high technical standards. The emphasis has been on delivering a finalised product which is ready and perfect for the resident to move into. Jeremy Till (2013) argues that true residential architecture should not be about a perfect, high-performing object, but about spatial agency. If identity is to be restored to the typical Welsh resident, the state must begin using the contractor as a vessel for the inhabitants' needs. 
[image: News feature: Could going 'naked' help solve the UK's housing crisis?]Till (2013, p. 29) highlights that "spatial production belongs to a much wider group of actors,” and that, because the state focuses on efficiency, it ignores the “volatile aspects” of how people want to change their spaces to reflect their personalities. This is evident in the Naked House (2026) model, designed specifically for Generation Rent, who are "uninspired by flats where every last detail is chosen for you." The Naked House project is a not-for-profit residential housing scheme established in London. Their first major project is in Enfield and was designed by OMMX Architects. Naked House (2026) supplies residential houses that are “stripped back” to the bare essentials: a super-insulated, triple-glazed shell with a heat pump; however, the inside has no internal finishes, fittings or partitions. 
Figure 14: The Half House (Arch Daily 2026).

By delivering a naked shell, the architect acknowledges that the resident who will inhabit it is the only person who can complete the space's identity, as it will directly affect them and cannot be replicated by anyone else. Currently, in Wales, the system does the opposite, supplying properties that allow no modification. Till (2013) identifies this as a form of professional control, in which architects maintain control as the messiness of human participation takes too long to resolve. The Naked House model forces the resident to engage, assemble, and own their environment, both psychologically and physically, from day one. 
However, critics of the Naked House argue that the scheme, although created by young professionals and aimed at “generation rent” (Naked House, 2026), falls into the hands of the wealthy. By delivering incomplete homes to save on costs, the burden of labour falls on residents. Whilst this establishes identity, this agency becomes a luxury for the non-disabled, time-rich residents with money to funnel into the project. The elderly, disabled, or those with no time to invest in renovation are left living in raw, unpainted concrete shells until they gain the capacity to get stuck into the project. 
Restoring identity within residential housing in Wales cannot be about forcing residents to be builders, but about simply providing the right to influence their surroundings, encouraging their homes to become refuges rather than traps (Richardson, 2018).

The Infill Concept: 
[image: Two black and white cartoon-style diagrams illustrating the same apartment configured differently for different families.]N.J. Habraken (1976) provides the technical skeleton for this concept, proposing that residential dwellings should be split into a permanent structural frame with a private, changeable interior. 
                                                      Figure 15: The Infill Concept (Places, 2023). 
Habraken’s infill concept sought to “redefine the roles of the architect and the resident in both the home and the city” (Places, 2023). By providing a rigid structural framework, residents would be able to adjust the layout and design of their homes as they wished, encouraging autonomy and allowing them to create homes that could grow and change with the family rather than remaining static, rigid units (Despres, 1991). 

The counterargument against this idea is the risk of a distorted view of autonomy. If the structural support is a mass-produced frame, there is a concern that the unique identity the resident creates remains within the parameters of a standardised dwelling. Furthermore, the infill would be left entirely to residents' budgets, as discussed earlier, risking that wealthy residents create high-end interiors. In contrast, social tenants are left in lacklustre dwellings, further stigmatising social housing. 
Despite these risks, Habraken’s concept offers the only technical path that may be viable, allowing Welsh residents to have a say in their properties and to develop an identity through their dwellings. 

The Aravena Model: 

The Aravena model emerged from Chile's difficult economic situation and a radical refusal to displace a community from its identity. 
The Chilean government tasked Elemental with relocating 93 families who had been squatting on a half-hectare site for over 30 years and placing them in residential dwellings. There was an extremely tight budget of only $7,500 per family, a subsidy that covered the building, the land it sat on and the construction (Cuff, 2023). Aravena famously noted that at the time, social housing looked “more like cars than houses”, providing a basic roof and wall unit, but no identity or character (Dezeen, 2025). 
The origin of the half-house concept came from a reality check by the architects. $7,500 was not enough to build a good house, but it was enough to build half of one. Aravena realised that if they provided structural components such as walls and roofs, the state could allow residents to do the rest and design their properties as they wanted. This changed the dynamic of the residents from squatters to participants, allowing them to transform their environment and community for the better.  The residents were encouraged to fill them with colours and features that reflected who they were as people (Dezeen, 2025).
However, implementing these models in Wales faces institutional friction. Current planning frameworks and Welsh Housing Quality Standards (WHQS) often require a finalised design to ensure immediate compliance with thermal and safety requirements. Furthermore, social housing associations would view non-finalised structures as high risks rather than opportunities for resident agency. To move forward, Welsh policy must shift from product-based housing delivery to process-based delivery, involving residents. As a result, the 20,000-home target will be met by providing frameworks that enable resident-led design (Welsh Government, 2026). 








[image: ]
                                                     Figure 16: The Half House (Arch Daily, 2016).

The project is often criticised as being politically skewed. Critics argue that Aravena was not simply empowering residents to take charge of their property, but validating the state in offloading responsibility onto the inhabitants. From this perspective, it shifts from an initiative regarding identity to a more poverty-management stance. 
Ultimately, by building only half of the houses, the residents' lives filled the gaps, creating a space that showcased them as individuals and allowed them to explore their identities freely. 










[bookmark: _Hlk70092154]Conclusion:
The primary aim of this dissertation was to evaluate how residential architecture within Wales can shape or restrict personal identity. Specifically, it aimed to interrogate the tension between institutional efficiency and residents' spatial agency, and to determine whether the current housing model under the Welsh Housing Quality standard suppressed residential identity. 
By analysing the evolution of the Welsh home, from vernacular Wales to the post-war municipal era to modern-day residential properties, this research aimed to uncover explanations for why the built environment can impact identity and why it often falls short in many cases. This study was conducted due to a lack of research in contemporary social housing and its impact on identity. Whilst there is an emphasis placed on efficiency and technical standards, the necessity for housing to maintain and encourage a sense of identity is often ignored. In the context of the Well-being of Future Generations Act Wales 2015, this study serves as a critique of whether the current social housing delivery model is fit for the purposes it aims to achieve. 

Can Buildings Shape Identity?
The findings of this study highlight that architecture can reflect an individual's identity but can also dictate how that identity is formed and expressed. However, the contemporary Welsh built environment can be restrictive. Whilst the vernacular era emphasised that an individual's identity can be formed through active participation in the community and the home, and the spatial agency it offered, the industrial and municipal eras traded this autonomy for houses that could be delivered faster and more safely. The research conducted reveals that while these were necessary adjustments for public health, it established a paternalistic model of social housing that remains the standard model in 2026. This dissertation concludes that the current model of social housing in Wales acts as a barrier to personal freedom, restricting residents from developing and/or encouraging their identity to form, through a finalised, non-negotiable architectural product. 
The findings from the literature, site visits, interviews, and primary data reveal a disconnect between residents' reality and the objectives the state seeks to achieve. The concept of spatial agency was validated by the primary research conducted in this dissertation, which argues that the current model prevents residents' participation and offers insights into why 75.4% of survey respondents feel they have little to no control over their home or environment (Author, 2025, Appendix A). The literature review traced the evolution of identity within residential properties, from autonomy to the Right to Buy scheme, shedding light on the fact that agency is often a luxury of those who can afford it. For the modern social tenant, identity is not something they can create through their dwelling, but something that must be given to them by a landlord or housing association, often within tight guidelines. 
The empirical evidence gathered through this dissertation provides insight into the reality of the Welsh housing strategy. Through a survey conducted (Author, 2025, Appendix A), the following trends are revealed: 



1) Residents living within decaying 1970s properties are trapped within environments that do not reflect modern aesthetics nor their own personality, while new social tenants are placed in high-performing new builds. This creates a hierarchy in which underperforming neighbourhoods are seen as a self-fulfilling prophecy of eroded property values. 
2) The comparative test between Gwynfaen and Lammas reveals that resident satisfaction can be linked to resident participation within communities and housing, allowing tenants to feel a sense of control over their environment. 
Standardised volume housing today offers a technically sound, finished house that offers no room for the tenant's life to influence the design. To address these findings, the following framework is proposed to reclaim resident identity across three areas:

	Strategy:
	Primary Focus:
	Mechanism for Identity:
	Institutional Barrier Faced:

	Retrofit 
	Existing 1970s and 1980s housing stock. 
	Grants for personalisation. Maintenance led by residents.
	Cost efficiency.
Replacement models. 

	New Builds
	The Infill Model.
	Undefined interior space, left to the residents' jurisdiction. 
	Fire safety.
Competency. 
Building regulation compliance. 

	Community
	Resident-led community management. 
	Shared governance and collective agency to establish what is truly needed for residents, by residents. 
	Risk of non-conformity. 
Risk of conflict.




Despite these barriers, this dissertation has identified a possible way forward, combining technical performance and user participation. The findings suggest that an innovative solution is needed, one that can continue to serve the demand for houses needed during the housing crisis, but that can be stripped back and open to change. The radical solutions explored in chapter 4, such as the Naked House (2026) and the Aravena (2025) ‘half house’ model, provide this combination as a new social housing framework to encourage identity within Wales. However, as Habraken’s (1976) ‘infill’ theory explains, this cannot be a one-size-fits-all solution. To address the current limitations of the framework, Wales must adopt new strategies that address existing social housing from the 80s, new builds, and the community.
Retrofit: Due to the housing crisis in Wales, the state cannot stop producing new-build housing; however, more consideration needs to be given to pre-existing residential properties. Residents should be given grants to fix up their homes and adapt as they see fit. This will also improve the communities where these houses are located. On the other hand, this would have to be managed delicately, as it may be more cost-efficient and responsible in some cases to move the resident into a new build. Furthermore, the grants would have to be monitored to ensure they are spent on housing and in a sensible way, avoiding waste.
New build housing: For all new build houses, the state should provide a high-quality skeleton which is technically perfect, warm and safe, but leave the interior empty. This will allow the resident to decide where the walls go and what the rooms look like, giving the home an identity and allowing the resident to develop their own. It must be recognised that this process would need to be policed by the state, as residents would be responsible for ensuring these houses are safe. When considering fire risks and ventilation, the state would need to be involved, possibly leading to an invasion of privacy among the landlord, the state, and the tenant. 
Community: Instead of communities being run by the state and landlords, residents should have a say in how the estates are run. As a result, the estates will be better tailored to what residents truly want and need and will feel more like home due to the relationships formed, than an isolated street. A counterargument to consider is the conflict within this community. Neighbours may disagree over decisions, or bolder residents may take over the street scene, creating a sense of social conformity rather than fostering belonging. 
However, this research has its limitations. The transition to a participatory model of housing would require a radical overhaul of current laws and legislation within Wales. Furthermore, while the Lammas Eco Village emphasises the concept of autonomy and its role in forming identity and community, it requires a level of physical ability and time that many social tenants lack. Therefore, the conclusion of this research identifies the what and why of identity within residential housing in Wales, but the how remains a challenge that must be addressed within the state.
In its final evaluation, this dissertation argues that, for Wales to meet the requirements of the Future Generations Act, it must redefine what constitutes a house. A house is not simply a “machine for living” (Despres, 1991), but a vessel and backdrop to the human experience, and establishes an identity and memories. To bridge this gap, housing legislation must look beyond housing metrics and efficient delivery to incorporate residents' psychological needs. 
The current model is designed for efficiency, and if Wales continues to build repetitive, ready-made housing, the 75.4% dissatisfaction rate shown in Appendix A will persist. 
The future of Welsh social housing lies within the “mishmash” of life (Aravena, 2025). The colourful, messy, and unpredictable nature of the human experience. The state must stop building houses and start building the frameworks that allow homes to be created. Only then can we restore the link between property and identity that was lost during the industrial period, turning our communities from static estates into communal, happy homes. 








Recommendations for Further Research: 
· An audit of the Welsh National Planning Policy is required to identify nonstandard housing clauses. This would establish a safe, legal boundary for testing innovative projects such as the ‘Half House’, allowing experimentation while ensuring compliance with essential health and safety guidelines. 
· Further research is needed to develop a framework that would enable everyday residents to achieve the same level of quality and design as contractors.
· Further research and testing would be needed on the ‘half house’ concept to determine how elements such as plumbing and fire safety would be achieved without diminishing the autonomy the project aims to provide. 
· Further investigation is needed to determine how the half houses could be recycled or altered over 50 years, enabling Welsh housing to become part of a circular economy whilst allowing them to grow and change like the families within them. 
· Qualitative and quantitative data should be collected to ensure this is a concept a resident would want and to identify any pitfalls that have not been considered. 
· Further research should address the long-term costs and wait times for housing like this to determine whether it is viable.
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What is the most essential element that makes your current residence truly feel like "home"?

Responses: 

· Dog
· My possessions.
· Currently none. I wish that it were more spacious and accessible
· The feeling of having a constant, safe and familiar place with good neighbours that my children can look back on with fondness in the future.
· Big space for family and a large garden
· Family and community, home comforts, sunlight and a garden
· My central wood-burning fire
· Natural materials - wood throughout. wood burners. Location - I don't need to get in my car, as most of what I need is within walking distance.
· Living space/rooms with lots of seats for multiple people to sit around and talk together. Lots of open space for all so that we can do things as a group.
· Own possessions and decoration. Extended and reconfigured to suit our lifestyle.
· Family, but if it has to be something tangible, then the multi-fuel stove.
· My wine fridge.
· Safety.
· It is ideal for elderly people. Lovely neighbours.
· Located in an area with a very strong sense of community, as demonstrated during COVID (pulling together and helping each other out).
· Trees.
· The way we have decorated.
· We own it.
· Family and precious things.
· It doesn't but comfortable temporarily.
· The people.
· I own it and have made changes that reflect me and the way I want to live.
· Kitchen - cause we enjoy cooking.
· The large kitchen and living room.
· It's the people. Whenever we move house, the old house no longer feels like home once it's empty, just a shell. It's where my family is that feels like home.
· The people within it.
· green space/garden/orientation light and privacy.
· The people in it, and handmade DIY furniture and items.
· Safety and fairly comfortable. Also, accessible facilities, local shops, a range of neighbours, the elderly, ethnicity, and diverse groups.
· Having my own access directly from the road. Having allocated parking and front and back gardens. Separate spaces for the kitchen, playroom, and living areas.
· The amount of garden space and fields that are around.
· Good neighbours.
· Safe environment.
· Fairy lights, house decor, friendships, social spaces.
· Big open kitchen.
· Open spaces, community feel.
· Knowing who the neighbours are.
· Chaos. Sunshine. Colour of light. People.
· The community.
· Large light airy living area with room to move, have/display personal items and a functioning fire.
· My bed!
· Near family.
· Having a semi-detached property.
· 10-minute walk from the town centre, 2 good parks, 2 good restaurants and 4 pubs within a 5-minute walk. I can also park 3+ cars off the road on my drive. Road is lightly trafficked and has a lot of walkers going into town, so passively surveilled.
· My family and the hominess of a comfortable living room, kitchen, and especially a dining space where we eat together. It's our safe space.
· Personal items and furniture.
· My mother, my bed, my kitchen.
· Open plan living, dining room where my family and I gather daily.
· Rural location. Peace and quiet. Green spaces.
· Safety.
· Friends with the neighbours. Warm bright rooms.
· A coal-burning stove.
· It is detached. Ensuite. Hot in winter, cool in summer. My family.
· Green space in front and back garden.
· I can walk to the hospital. Nice area/safety. New build by a builder.
· Close to nature - big garden. Lots of mature trees in the surroundings.
· My husband.
· Photos/ decorations in the space/dog.
· The residence provides safety and security w/ plenty of recreational facilities.
· Family and the cat.
· Comfort inside and good neighbours.
· My family, church, and surrounding greenery. Very familiar with the area since it is small.
· Private space including kitchen. Feels a lot like a home compared to my old shared kitchen flat, since it was loud - didn't feel private, and we would not share a strong connection with flatmates. I do consider my flat my second home since I have everything I need, but no company.
· We have lived here for 38 years, and we have brought up our family here, and it has been and still is a Happy home.
· Kitchen.
· Log burner.
· Close community, green spaces and plenty of nature walks.
· Community.




If you had the freedom to completely redesign your neighbourhood or street to better meet core human needs, what would you implement?  

Responses: 

· Underfloor heating / solar panels/drive / more sports fields.
· Lower housing density.
· More green spaces, better footpaths, trees. More bins. Better parking so the pavements aren't all blocked.
· Indoor Communal meeting space. Abernant is expanding, and a lack of a community hub is remarkable. The pub is outdated as a meeting place. I would prefer it to be a multi-functional space.
· Would not change it. The street of 10 houses with large gardens was built in the 50s on a plot that a modern developer would cram 100+ flats. ‘Core’ human needs would need careful definition, but I would say they are met now.
· Less crime, and more happy gatherings.
· Add a pub.
· Greener. Safer roads for kids to walk alongside. More space. Fewer drugs and alcohol addiction in the community. Safer.
· More bungalows for disabled people
· Implement more community spaces; although there is a park, it is the only place. If there were something more open/ specific with food, stalls, etc., then it would be more sociable and allow people to meet.
· Safer streets for pedestrians and cyclists; wider pavements, speed restrictions, better parking enforcement, etc.
· Provide full footpath access to our nearest town and link local cycle networks. Currently, you need to walk along the road to escape the village and reach the nearest town, which is not safe. Bus service is only twice a day @ 10 am and 2 pm. (would change the times as well to enable schoolchildren to use the bus). Immediately, on the street, I would bury all surface cabling and introduce formal on-street parking bays rather than ad hoc parking on kerbs. I would also push community alternative energy and see if we can power the village and reduce our footprint and bills.
· I live in an estate of 40 houses built in smaller blocks of 6 - 10 houses. The houses are in isolated bubbles with no street scape. I'd reconfigure into a single cohesive entity with outward-facing dwellings around a central square.
· More greenery.
· It’s fine as it is.
· facilities for young children to play safely without being on the road
· Pedestrianisation of Brynmill Lane. Banning big events in Singleton Park.
· Better infrastructure.
· I would remove the sycamore trees on the main road, and I would divert the main road that is at the rear of our house to cut down on traffic noise.
· Someone to organise social events like Carol singing together, New Year's Eve family party, barbecues, etc.
· Smaller, warmer houses, renewable greenery, green infrastructure.
· Better public transport, one-way system to reduce traffic in some areas
· There are balances in where I live - we’re at the top of a hill, making cycling difficult, but we have no worries about flooding and have incredible views - our neighbours are great, and we have great amenities on our doorstep.
· Library, playground (bigger), proper garden, more parking space, more lamp posts
· I would want to change the location as I am surrounded by other student accommodations and not much else. It would be nice to be more well situated in a local community with more facilities.
· A large, secure car park at the entrance to the estate, to make the estate as car-free as possible. Also, completely scrambler-proof it. Also shared heating and hot water plant for the whole estate, and solar as standard.
· Better amenities in proximity to be more self-sustaining.
· Remove the cars - make spaces more walkable /encourage people to meet and chat. A mix of amenities, e.g. local shops and produce.
· More greenery, less crime, less drugs.
· Not complete - playground to be added.
· I would implement more smaller green spaces with greenery or water features (even small manmade fountains). Things that incorporate things that interact for teenagers (healthy - ping pong/tennis). Really nice houses with colour and different features to keep the mind engaged.
· more social spaces, more fields.
· better public transport.
· Better roads.
· More green spaces, transport, stopping sports, accessibility.
· EV charging points. PV. Heat network.
· More community spaces.
· I don’t know (hope that’s a valid answer, I am not an architect).
· Ground source heat pump. South-facing windows. Community space, shared growing space. Woodland. Green links - walking and cycling.
· Better waste management systems.
· Easy access spaces and places, indoor and outdoor, for people to use and gather for sports, arts, creativity and music - encouraging people to get out of their houses and away from devices.
· Better pavements with more lanes connecting different roads.
· Wider drive/parking areas
· Better transport links
· Less on street/half on footpath parking.
· I would add a corner shop and café.
· maybe add some benches to the green areas, public water fountains, more bins!!!
· More walking / Paring.
· proper parking spaces in front of homes to eliminate cars parked on and blocking pavements. More green spaces.
· Get rid of the main road. Move up the mountain
· Speed cameras, as I live by a school, and it's ridiculous how many Nissan Jukes come flying down my street at 40mph because they are running late on the school run. Also, stronger police presence due to drug dealing in the area
· Remove fly tipping. Back lane rubbish collections mean people dump rubbish, and it is 'hidden'
· Nothing, it's good as it is.
· More open spaces. Dogs on leads are not allowed on playfields. Central Square and bandstand.
· Green space/village green/woodland areas.
· More garden space
· More space between houses to make people feel closer to nature
· More parking areas and a decent communal space/park
· More garden and communal areas that are landscaped nicely / seating areas
· green spaces / more social spaces/pubs, shops, etc.
· More trees, better planting, eliminate pavement and street parking, and create greener park spaces.
· No cars parked on the street, only on driveways. The house opposite has had up to 6 vehicles for 4 people since we’ve lived here, making it difficult to access and exit our driveway.
· Most shops are closed, although difficult, I would love to see shops reopen
· A bus route to uni, and since I live in such a weather-exposed area, I would like shelters since there are none. A lot of coastal paths are mysteriously closing too, so I would like more freedom to walk around.
· A weight restriction to prevent large lorries from using the area as a shortcut
· Wider street for parking. Better drainage. Better pavements.
· Shop.
· Annex over 65s to a gated community to keep them off the roads.
· Disability access.















Appendix B: Transcript of interview with Tao Wimbush of 
Lammas:


Tao: First of all, are you in Cardiff?
Carys:
No, we're in Swansea.
Tao:
Okay.
Carys:
We're in Trinity. Although no one ever knows where it is. It's quite hidden in the back.
Tao:
What do you want to drink? Oh, I've got builders' tea. I've got a range of herb teas. I've got coffee. I've got Earl Grey. 
Carys:
Wow. I'll have Earl Grey, please. But only a small cup because I'm not that thirsty. Turmeric, ginger and orange. Thank you so much. Wow. 
Carys:
Did study influence your... all of this?
Tao:
Yeah, in a way it did.
Carys:
Amazing. Were you always interested in eco-villages in your studies, or did it come from somewhere else?
Tao:
No, like when I started, I was just kind of on the kind of conveyor belt of education, really.
Carys:
Yes.
Tao:
I took it because it was a kind of combination of - it was quite artistic, but also, you know, maths and things like that. Yeah, yeah.
Carys:
Just a small cup, please.
Tao:
And I've only got goat’s milk.
Carys:
Oh, I'll take it black. Yes, well, goat’s milk is very impressive. I don't think I've ever had it.
Tao:
So yeah, you know, I grew up in ‘Suburbia Berkshire’, went to study. My life turned around in my second year where, in the holidays, because I'd kind of left home, I didn't really want to go back home, so I went and visited a place called Tepee Valley, which is north of Swansea. It's near Llandysul, the largest off-grid settlement in the UK.
Carys:
Wow.
Carys:
Hello. Hello.
Tao:
This is Hoppy, my wife Hops. This is Carys and Helena.
Tao:
Yeah, I went and visited there and that's what really turned me onto this. I mean, before going there, I was always into organic architecture.
Carys:
Yeah?.
Tao:
Like, I studied Christopher Day, green architecture.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
What specialized me, influenced by a happy language.
Carys:
Yes?
Tao:
So those were my experiences. Then when I went to Tepee Valley, that really changed my whole outlook because what I found there was a kind of different society, really.
Carys:
Yeah, definitely.
Tao:
It's much, much more off grid than here. It's like really off grid. And then since then, I've lived in alternative communities my whole life.
Helena:
Wow.
Tao:
Five years in Tepee Valley. I then went over to Brit, spent five years there, lived in one of the chalet communities on the Gower, and then we started this place.
Carys:
That's amazing.
Tao:
So, and, but your core question is interesting because it's something that I ask myself, you know? I mean, why don't more people come to this way of life?
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
Mud and the weather, it puts people off. But also it's culturally fringe, it's not readily accessible. You know, its representation in the mainstream is always mocked.
Carys:
No, yeah, I completely understand that.
Tao:
Or denigrated. It doesn't carry the security of a social contract in that if you're living this way of life, it's not, it's not like a steady job.
Carys:
Yeah. I imagine also there's a lot of labour which goes into it, which puts people off.
Tao:
There's a lot of labour. Yeah, there is. And it's quite physical. But then it’s also incredibly rewarding in that, you know, I built all this. I built this house, built the off-grid power system.
Carys:
That's amazing.
Tao:
If any aspect of the mainstream infrastructure goes down, it doesn't really affect us.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
When the pandemic happened, our lives didn’t - 
Carys:
That's incredible. Did you guys, you know how we had to isolate, could you guys isolate together because you're your own unit, or were there still individual housing?
Tao:
To be honest with you, we just didn't really pay any attention to all that.
Tao:
I mean, as a community, we continued to gather. There were some vulnerable members of the community who isolated. But, you know, it just didn’t really touch us.
Carys:
So do you feel that you guys got through the pandemic better than most people would because of that community?
Tao:
I think, yeah, the pandemic didn’t really affect us at all. We just carried on with our lives. You know, first of all, we don’t live outside society, we live on the edge. We’re living on the fringes, so we’re still interacting. Most people here have got some kind of job.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
You know, it might just be one or two days a week, but there’s some kind of interaction going on. So we’re not totally sustainable, we still have some mainstream services. This is bottled gas to heat this water because it’s convenient.
Carys:
Exactly, yes.
Tao:
You know, those tea bags were bought in a shop, you know? So we’re not totally sustainable, not totally hardcore, but we position ourselves on the fringes. Mainly, to a large degree, it’s people who have lost faith in the mainstream narrative.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
And who have decided to make a difference with their own lives. So it’s people aspiring toward a degree of independence and resilience, but motivated by wanting to sit peacefully in the world. We certainly don’t want to contribute to all the crazy stuff, like all the wars and Amazon Prime and all that. You know, we want to feel good about our roles.
Carys:
Yeah. Wow, that’s beautiful. The way you word it and the way you talk about it is just wonderful. Do you have a lot of people, then, in your experience, who come here and they just never go back to normal urban settings?
Tao:
There are some people who come here and never go back. But there’s a capacity challenge here. We’re only a tiny little eco village. Tepee Valley’s bigger, that’s got more capacity for that kind of thing. But it’s also more deliberately outside the mainstream, so you have to seek it to find it.
Carys:
Yeah, that makes a lot of sense.
Tao:
But most people who come here take away a bit of inspiration and go. They might change their lives a bit, grow a few more vegetables in their garden. Or more commonly, they come, get inspired, go away, think about it a lot, maybe come back and do a course, maybe look into the planning possibilities and start to research it. Then they might decide to do it themselves, sell their house, wrap up their affairs.
Helena:
Yeah, yeah. It’s quite a massive jump because you’re accustomed to being in this mainstream environment, most people anyway.
Tao:
Yeah.
Helena:
So it’s quite…
Tao:
Yeah, it is. It’s a leap of faith.
Helena:
Yeah.
Tao:
You’re taking control of your destiny and your life path.
Helena:
Yeah.
Tao:
But it’s kind of risky, because you’re investing your life savings in a bit of land and a project, and chances are you don’t know what you’re doing.
Helena:
Yeah, yeah.
Tao:
And it’s easy to make mistakes, and there will be a loss of comfort and convenience.
Helena:
Yeah, absolutely.
Tao:
But you trade that off. There’s a trade-off between comfort and convenience.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
And what you gain is freedom. That’s the payoff. In this life, you do what you want when you want. You’re completely free to create what you want. But that’s a double-edged sword, you create what you want, but then you have to live with what you’ve created.
Helena:
Yeah.
Tao:
And so if you’re, it’s easy to knock up a quick shed, but in a few years you’ll be repairing that shed unless you’ve done a good job.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
And because it’s a long game, there are no quick fixes. What you’ve been driving around was literally just blank sheep fields 15 years ago. None of that treescape was there. It was just a nine-acre blank field. It takes time, 15 years to get to this point.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
Especially in those early years, it’s a slow return. You start your gardens off you won’t get much back because the soil’s in poor shape. The trees stay knee-high for years. It takes, at best, three years but more realistically, five, seven, even nine, before you get any positive feedback loops.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
Before you reach a point where you’re sitting in a house you’ve built, warming yourself with wood you’ve cut, eating a meal you’ve grown, lit by electricity you’ve generated yourself. You can’t beat that feeling.
Carys:
I was going to say, that sounds perfect.
Tao:
Yeah, exactly. And as time goes on, as the mainstream becomes more precarious and unstable, I would argue that we are a culture in descent. This way of life is becoming more attractive. There are more people turning to it today than 20 years ago.
Carys:
Yeah, I can imagine. I think people are just so frustrated with how everything is run and how they live that they just want freedom. Even if it’s hard, ultimately you do get that freedom. So yeah, that’s basically what I’m writing about.
Tao:
Yeah. Great.
Carys:
This is perfect. Very random question, do you guys have electronics here?
Tao:
Yeah.
Carys:
Oh great. I was gonna say, I was looking around while you were talking and I could see you have guitars, and I imagine it’s nice that you have time to invest in hobbies. I was telling you about this the other day, we do not have hobbies at all. Do you find you have more time to take up new things here?
Tao:
You definitely have more time to pursue your creative passions. And more space. We are super abundant in time. Especially in winter, there’s a lot of quiet time, which is important for creativity. So quite often, people living this way of life are artists, poets, musicians. It’s nothing new, since the 50s and 60s, it was the beatniks and hippies migrating out here; in the 70s and 80s, the back-to-the-landers and self-sufficiency people. There’s always been a trickle of people from the mainstream to the fringes. It tends to be creatives, because freedom and passion are important to them.
Carys:
Yeah, definitely. Yeah, because I feel so, just being here, I feel way more open and not constricted.
Tao:
Yeah, but yeah, we have electronics. We’ve got laptops.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
Watch a bit of telly now and then. Washing machines, blenders.
Carys:
How is it?
Helena:
No, I was gonna say, so you’re saying you produce your own electric?
Carys:
That’s exactly what I was gonna say.
Helena:
How do you guys do that?
Tao:
There’s a set of solar panels out there. And just behind that fire extinguisher is a bank of batteries.
Helena:
Yeah.
Tao:
That’s our micro-system, if you like. But as a village, we also have a little hydro turbine.
Helena:
Okay.
Tao:
So that varies season to season. We don’t have endless electricity. At the moment, we’re on the hydro, it gives out about one and a half kilowatts. One of the things about this lifestyle is you become very aware of how much power things use.
Carys:
You have to live intentionally.
Tao:
One and a half kilowatts isn’t enough to run a washing machine. So if someone wants to put a wash on-
Helena:
Yeah?
Tao:
-they have to wait for a sunny day so the solar panels can power it. Even the battery bank would struggle with a warm wash cycle.
Helena:
Wow, yeah.
Tao:
So you adapt your lifestyle in response. But you do that all the time anyway, the weather dictates what you’re doing, the season dictates the tasks.
Carys:
I do have some questions.
Tao:
That’s good, yeah.
Carys:
I wrote them down because I thought I’d get carried away talking and forget to ask. Okay,these are what I discussed with my lecturer, so if they’re a bit random... Thank you. What does a home mean to you personally, and has that changed since living here?
Tao:
Yeah. I mean, when I was younger, I would have described a home as a house. Whereas now, a home is more like an ecology.
Helena:
Yes.
Tao:
One of the things I’ve learned from being here is that when we’re building, the buildings are intrinsically interconnected with the landscape. For example, that tap is connected to a spring a kilometre up that way, a spring I help manage. If land above the spring comes up for sale, that’s a community concern, because it affects our water.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
The drain goes to a reed bed we manage, a patch of wildlife. That’s one example. Then there’s fuel, food, all that. So for me, home is a landscape as much as it is a shelter.
Carys:
Yeah.
Tao:
I could live in any of the sheds here, but I’d only be happy living here because I’m interwoven with the landscape, I can meet most of my needs from it: food, fuel, companionship. So home is an ecology.
Carys:
Brilliant answer. Okay, you’ve basically answered my second question, so I’ll skip that one. So you mentioned earlier that you built, was it this building or all of the buildings? Has the process of designing and building your home changed your relationship with it, having that control over how you make it?
Helena:
Definitely.
Carys:
Yeah?
Tao:
Because, well, first of all, if you’ve built it, you can change it. You know exactly how. In the mainstream, all those skills are professionalised, which is quite disempowering. Here, if something goes wrong with the electrics, plumbing, flue, or windows, we can fix it.
Carys:
All of it. That’s amazing. Because even though we study architecture and have construction lectures, I would not know how to do any of this in practice. I think it’s great.
Helena:
How did you learn to do all of that?
Carys:
Yeah, was it like learning on the job?
Tao:
Learn as you go. Picking it up over years, starting small. My first home was a teepee, then I built a yurt, then a strawbale roundhouse.
Helena:
Okay, yeah.
Tao:
There’s progression, life skill-up. A lot I picked up from others. I worked as a house carpenter when we lived in the chalet community near Swansea, learned skills there. Gradually skilling up.
Helena:
Yeah, okay.
Carys:
Do you, when you’re building these properties, use sustainable materials?
Tao:
Yeah.
Carys:
What type of things?
Tao:
Literally before you came, I was putting sheep’s wool insulation into the cabin floor.
Carys:
That’s cool.
Tao:
And that’s wool literally off the sheep’s back.
Carys:
Would you get that in, or do you, so it’s really just like a circular economy here?
Tao:
Much more, yeah. Wherever possible, use local, natural materials.
Carys:
Oh, cool. How did shared or communal spaces here affect how people interact or form relationships?
Tao:
Up there we’ve got the community centre. Architecture, including landscape design affects opportunities for socialisation. You’ve seen the community hub; I’ll show you more when we walk around. We’ve got a sauna here.
Carys:
Oh, wow.
Tao:
Club. That’s a social point. Got the Earth Centre behind you there.
Carys:
Wow, that’s cool.
Tao:
For example, there was a men’s circle in there last night, and tomorrow night there’ll be a full moon jam.
Carys:
So you have a lot of events and clubs going on as well?
Tao:
Yeah, a lot. We’re a very interconnected community.
Carys:
Yeah. How many people are living here roughly at the moment?
Tao:
Hard to draw a red line, people define their own relationship with the community. Some live in the village nearby but are active here. Some up here live as complete hermits. But I’d say we’re about 50, hermits included.
Carys:
Great.
Helena:
Do children live here?
Tao:
Yeah, yeah. Sometimes they go to mainstream schools, sometimes to a local Steiner school, sometimes home educated. Depends.
Carys:
How do you define comfort and freedom?
Tao:
I’m sure there are more eloquent descriptions, but it’s that payoff I described. Comfort is what you get used to. I’ve had a compost toilet for 35 years, I don’t see that as discomfort.
Carys:
Yeah, yeah.
Tao:
In fact, going to the loo indoors feels weird and claustrophobic now. I could build an indoor loo, but I like going outside, even when it’s drizzly seeing the stars.
Helena:
Yeah, absolutely.
Tao:
So what is comfort? Comfort is an open fire.
Carys:
Yeah, yeah.
Tao:
That’s a kind of luxury that’s not really normal in mainstream society anymore. But the flip side is, I spend time in winter cutting wood and carrying it, but that keeps me fit and healthy.
Carys:
Yeah. And it’s fulfilling. You could go on and on about it, couldn’t you?
Helena:
Where do you get your wood from?
Tao:
We’re not growing all our own wood yet.
Helena:
Yeah.
Tao:
Just on our plot, but we’re getting there. I’m cutting down trees, you see, that’s quite big diameter.
Helena:
Yeah, big enough really, isn’t it?
Tao:
Yeah, yeah. So it doesn’t take that long to grow.
Helena:
No, no. I always thought when you said none of this was here, looking outside I expected it to take 20 years for those big trees.
Tao:
Yeah.
Carys:
That was my list.
Tao:
Should we have a look around?
Carys:
Yes, I’d love that. And that tea was lovely. Thank you so much. I do like a cup of Earl Grey.
Helena:
That kind of day.
Carys:
It’s an Earl Grey kind of day for me. 
ON SITE: 
Tao:
So this is our house. This was the first thing we built and it cost us £14,000. 
Carys:
Wow, that's amazing.
Tao:
So here's the pen. The others are really friendly and nice. He's kind of sweet. But the two nannies, Sunshine there and Polly, just around the corner, so they're coming into sleep. Scent. And then the little one there, Blue, who. Who was born in April.
Carys:
Oh.
Tao:
That’s our goat barn. And then you can see some of my crops up there. There's hay up in that bit up there.
Carys:
Wow. Amazing. And the way you built everything is beautiful as well. Everything's clear. Things are natural.
Tao:
Yeah, yeah. Well, that was using just small diameter timber that we harvested from our tree farm.
Carys:
Yeah, yeah.
Tao:
Like this building only probably cost about £2,000.
Helena:
Yeah.
Carys:
That's amazing.
Tao:
Yeah.
Carys:
Wow. I love those. Ah, those bird boxes on the side of it. Wow.
Tao:
This is our center.
Helena:
Oh, this is beautiful.
Tao:
Yeah. So we have different things in here, like I said. So this was just left over from the meeting last night. And then we've got our full moon jam here on Wednesday night.
Carys:
Wow.
Helena:
Beautiful space.
Carys:
I imagine the atmosphere when you go to events here is incredible because it's so open as well, with all of the windows and the nature.
Tao:
Yeah.
Carys:
How regularly do you guys host events and clubs for the community?

Tao:
Often, there’s something always going on. Like I said before, people design their own relationship to community. There are people who are quite socially active and people who are less socially active. People who are socially active in particular ways. So, like the jam on Wednesday night, that will just be acoustic improvised music. But then there's a whole bunch of people here really love raving as well. So.
Helena:
Yeah, I can imagine that.
Carys:
Do you guys have to do anything for, like, planning policy? I know you have a fire extinguisher. Is there anything else you require?
Tao:
That's a good point.
Tao:
Yeah, yeah. I've spent a lot of my time navigating the planning system. You do have to navigate that.
Carys:
Yeah, yeah.
Tao:
That's not as smooth.
Helena:
This is really interesting. It's like the coordination of walking on an uneven surface and that sounds so ridiculous in a way.
Tao:
So this is the sauna. Wow.
Helena:
Oh, it smells divine.
Carys:
That's amazing.
Helena:
Yeah.
Tao:
So this will be going tonight from 6 till 9 o'clock.
Carys:
Is the water also powered from the stream?
Tao:
That's spring water from this spring. Yeah, yeah. And then that's the heating source for the wood fire.
Helena:
Wow.
Carys:
Yeah. Amazing. 
Tao:
It's all right, you're fine.
Carys:
I love the fact that if anything went off, you guys are just - you're unaffected.
Tao:
Yeah.
Carys:
It could be a massive blackout and you guys just would not know.
Tao:
It's incredible. 
Carys:
It's really incredible.
Tao:
Yeah. Beautiful.
Helena:
Yeah, it's really nice.
Tao:
Where the goats graze and then at the back there, that's where I'm growing trees.
Helena:
Wow.



Appendix C: Interview with Elfed Roberts of Codi:

 
Carys Morris (2316510) 0:04 OK, there you go.
Elfed Roberts 0:06 I don't know if you were able to get like a series of questions sort of written down, or you prefer to just have a conversation.
Carys Morris (2316510) 0:10 Yeah. I don't mind either. I wrote down a few questions for you after we spoke last time. So, it's whatever your think's best.
Elfed Roberts 0:17 Yeah. Yeah, I'm sure I asked you if you wanted to join me on a site visit on Friday morning. I'm going around the site on Friday morning at 10:00.
Carys Morris (2316510) 0:35 Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 0:41 And then there'll be an opportunity for you to see it as well. Then if you wanted. But the main catch to that is you need your own site safety boots.
Carys Morris (2316510) 0:45 Yeah, that would be brilliant. OK.
Elfed Roberts 0:55 That we can probably supply you with a safety hat and a high visibility jacket, but we don't have a range of shoes in all different sizes and stuff like that, you know.
Carys Morris (2316510) 1:04 Yeah. That's OK, I'm going into uni tomorrow so I can. I know we have random bits of equipment there, so I'll have a look if we have any and I'll get back to you tomorrow.
Elfed Roberts 1:14 OK. And so if you can join us, you will need to park if you know the area or if you've got sat NAV, you'd need to park. I'm assuming you're driving, I don't know, its on Gower View Rd.
Carys Morris (2316510) 1:25 Yeah, yeah. Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 1:29 The site itself is a combination of streets where people already live, so we wouldn't encourage you to park there. But also, there's there's quite a lot of the site is a is a construction site.
Carys Morris (2316510) 1:40 Yeah, absolutely.
Elfed Roberts 1:46 For obvious reasons that there's no, there's no parking opportunities there. So whenever I go to Gwynfaen, I park on Gower View Rd. Sometimes I'm lucky to get a space quite close by. I just just put my PPE on and just go to the site and the aim there would be to sort of meet up.
Carys Morris (2316510) 2:02 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 2:05 There's the site office, if you look at the site from Galway Rd, you'll see like a large hoarding. And then if you just walk around the corner, you will see.
Carys Morris (2316510) 2:17 OK.
Elfed Roberts 2:23 There is a car park with a gate and two of those portable offices, one on top of each of the other, and the site office is on the upper floor. So you go up the steps and then the idea would be for us to convene there and for you to sign in.
Carys Morris (2316510) 2:26 Mm-hmm. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 2:43 And then be provided with the hard hat and high VIS. But the boots is the problem, I think. Yeah. I've got I'm size 9, so I don't carry other sizes, and I don't know what size shoe you are, but it's usually a problem if somebody's like a size 4 or five or something like that, you know? So sorry about that.
Carys Morris (2316510) 2:47 Yes, I understand. Yeah. No, it's OK. I'll have a check tomorrow.
Elfed Roberts 3:02 Yeah. It's going to be cold but sunny, so I would suggest bringing a nice warm jumper and possibly some gloves.
Elfed Roberts 3:22 Do you want to give me the title of your dissertation or your thesis so I can start?
Carys Morris (2316510) 3:30 The title is slightly ever-changing every time.
Elfed Roberts 3:34 Yeah, I understand. You're still. You're still at that. You're still in that phase where you want to narrow the focus of your dissertation by speaking to people. I understand, yes.
Carys Morris (2316510) 3:41 Yeah. Exactly, yes, but essentially, I'm just I'm looking into urban housing and developments and seeing if architecture can change who we are or how we perceive community and loneliness and so forth and so on. I've spoken to lamas. I've been down there. And seeing how they do it. So I really wanted to talk to you because you're more of a very normal urban developer so.
Elfed Roberts 4:13 Yes, OK. So when I write this, I'll send you whatever I'm going to show you. I will send to you. So, you've got copies of things, but so what? I'll share with you.
Carys Morris (2316510) 4:23 Oh, brilliant.
Elfed Roberts 4:29 And it's a good way of talking about this subject. Actually, I'll share with you a presentation that I did at the annual architects’ conference in Cardiff three years ago. So it was three years ago, I think. So, it just takes me a second or two to set that up.
Carys Morris (2316510) 4:40 OK. It's absolutely fine, no worries.
Elfed Roberts 4:46 Bare with me and I'll share my screen. Oh.
Carys Morris (2316510) 4:48 Okay!
Elfed Roberts 4:53 Right. It says here that only meeting organisers can share the screen. You need to give me the permission to share screen.
Carys Morris (2316510) 4:59 Oh, no. Here we go. Let me go to language settings. It. Do you know how to give permissions in a team call for you? Oh, no. Hold on, let me Google it.
Elfed Roberts 5:12 I don't know. I don't. Let me see if it's like I got colleagues here who can do that. One SEC.
Carys Morris (2316510) 5:21 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 5:28 Yeah. You should have a way of of giving other people permission.
Carys Morris (2316510) 5:37 I can't really see anything. Every time I go on settings it just says accessibility and health people. Oh, hold on, make a presenter.
Elfed Roberts 5:42 Oh. Yeah, if you make me a presenter, yes, I think that that, that, that that has now enabled me to share my screen. Excellent. Well done. We've learned something else there. So you should be able to see by cover slide.
Carys Morris (2316510) 5:49 Did that work? I'll meet then. I. Yes, I can.
Elfed Roberts 6:00 So the relevance of this slideshow is that it takes you through the ethos that underpins the Gwynfaen project. It explains what the project looks like and how we approach the design. But it actually goes to the very heart of what we wanted to do and what we are now doing at Gwynfaen in relation to placemaking and community.
Carys Morris (2316510) 6:20 Yeah. Yes.
Elfed Roberts 6:49 So I am also an architect, so I've been through what you're going through many, many years ago, 30 plus years ago. So the really important thing about the Gwynfaen, and this is a CGI of what the Gwynfaen looks like.
Carys Morris (2316510) 6:53 
Elfed Roberts 7:05, …the development will look like when completed, so this is the community garden with the hub. The Community hub in the background, and then some of the houses around, and we've called Gwynfaen a place close to nature, so that it eludes. Although it's suburban, it's not urban, it's suburban.
Carys Morris (2316510) 7:08 I. Well. Isn't it?
Elfed Roberts 7:24 The design ethos that underpins it is about this place. That's kind of very close to nature, where people are living. They're not. Nature isn't something that's sort of half a mile away. Nature is right outside your front door. It's all around you, and you're encouraged to use it to meet people.
Carys Morris (2316510) 7:36 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 7:43 People who walk around sort of become healthier and mentally healthier, sort of thing. So these are the collaborators, so I won't dwell on that. So, the first slide of any relevance really to understanding the development is this one.
Carys Morris (2316510) 7:46 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 7:59 Shows where Gwynfaen is geographically just in Penyrheol just West, of course. Right next to the Loughor estuary, where you have views of the Gower, the architecture immediately around Gwynfaen is very mundane indeed. 
Carys Morris (2316510) 8:04 Mm-hmm. Oh, nice. Feel nice.
Elfed Roberts 8:18 Quite uninspiring housing from various developments from the mid 20th century onwards, north-south and east of the site. And then this image gives you a much more tangible impression of where the site is and what's around it so edged in red. There you can see Gwynfaen is to the West you know you have the locker estuary and various triple SIS and protected nature zones and so on. There are footpaths on and so on.
Carys Morris (2316510) 8:37 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 8:52 But then it's also reasonably close to a built settlement, Penyrheol and all the facilities, schools, doctor surgery, sports facilities, transport shops, etcetera. It's all happening in that area. These are some of the facts related to the site. Again, you know when I send this to you, you can read these facts and things have moved on, actually, by now, because when we're in 2025 and clearly, we haven't finished the scheme, and it's been delayed really by. By two years, for various reasons that I could go into, but I don't think that's what you want to talk about today.
Carys Morris (2316510) 9:30 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 9:33 So this site sort of summarises what we're trying to do. 
Elfed Roberts 9:41 Green Village, inspired by with, you know, green infrastructure in place making ideologies. You don't have to write any of this down because it's all on the slides. And my slides never have too much text on it. Only do really important bits.
Carys Morris (2316510) 9:53 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 9:56 So you know, we're going to make, you know, a low-carbon village with attractive character. And I think that, you know, taking full advantage of its stunning location, the views of the Gower Peninsula, the Loughor Estuary, and actually also, as you will see in the slides to come. Inspired by two types of architecture, I suppose inspired by traditional buildings in the surrounding area, you know, so Gower, Carmarthenshire, but also inspired by low-carbon architecture as well. You know which. So, fusing those two ideas of a very contextual approach.
Carys Morris (2316510) 10:21 None.
Elfed Roberts 10:31 A very low carbon approach, so that's really. What we were thinking before we even engaged architects: a place close to nature, alluding to, you know, this green development, drawing people into the landscape for their health and well-being, making use of lots of informal space and natural features, integrating it with the footpath.
Carys Morris (2316510) 10:42 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 10:57 How does that lead to the natural surroundings beyond and including things like sustainable urban drainage system? So, there are water features that not only address flood risk but also enliven the place with running and standing water.
Carys Morris (2316510) 11:09 Yeah. Hey.
Elfed Roberts 11:12 Insects and birds and stuff like that. So you know, this is all part of our ethos, but it's also a place to come up and call home. Appeals as much, maybe even more, to what you're particularly interested in. You know we've designed windburn around nature, but really, it's designed around people and bringing people together in communities.
Carys Morris (2316510) 11:33 Yes.
Elfed Roberts 11:36 So when I say a community and homes for everyone, I quit by probably building a development that has all types of tenure. So there are flats, 234 bedroom homes and terraces, semi detached, detached. We also have homes for social rent for people on low incomes. We have homes for shared ownership, for people who don't qualify for social rental homes but actually can't afford their own home. Right? And then we have homes for outright sale and it's roughly 1/3 of each type, so in 144.
Carys Morris (2316510) 12:06 7.
Elfed Roberts 12:16 Homes, we've got a range of homes practically for everybody and it's not just sort of we, they're not sort of allocated into streets, they're completely blended in and mixed. So we like that idea of a completely sort of mixed community. 
Carys Morris (2316510) 12:20 Yeah, that's great. No.
Elfed Roberts 12:35 Encourages social interaction. Social interaction is literally just knowing who you are, the people that you're living close to, feeling, making friendships, helping each other out, and feeling comfortable. That person can collect my parcel. I'll collect their parcel. 
Carys Morris (2316510) 12:37 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 12:54 Or work together. You know, our kids can play together in one of the spaces that we're providing. We're building a community hub, which is a central public building that we we haven't quite got used to yet. But the idea would be that, you know, you can, you can have clubs or cafes and.
Carys Morris (2316510) 13:02 Yeah. Yeah, that'll be amazing.
Elfed Roberts 13:15 Internetworking and just stuff to make people feel less lonely and isolated. And so. And we're very much encouraging outdoor activities and recreation as part of the scheme's offering. Now, this is a very important slide because it summarises. How? We wanted the design to be informed by the Well-being of Future Generations Act, so it's quite a sort of.
Carys Morris (2316510) 13:40 Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 13:48 Conceptual, maybe you know quite a sort of ambiguous, tenuous links to this document. But we wanted to make sure there were tangible links to how we've designed the development.
Carys Morris (2316510) 14:03 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 14:03 To these goals that are within the well-being and future generation, so the goals are in the Act itself, which is a global responsibility, prosperity, resilience, health equality, cohesion of communities and thriving culture. We've kind of translated those into CO2, capital change, health, energy, space and place, and these were actually the. So, what you need to understand is that in order to deliver Gwynfaen with its much higher specification. We needed to apply for, and successfully secure, a significant additional grant from the innovation programme, and so in year three, which is 2019, we were in a competition. You had to submit an application where you wrote your proposals in relation to CO2, capital change, health, energy, space and place. You have to write 500 or 1000 words about how you were going to approach those concepts. In the design of the development, this is quite a new thinking here. You know, architects normally design a development based on the client's brief.
Carys Morris (2316510) 15:17 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 15:28 The regulations are based on the site context, you know, the environment around the site, you know, topography, views, sudden path and so on. All of those things are still important. But on top of this, we have to design around.
Carys Morris (2316510) 15:30 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 15:44 These well-being goals as well, which I found, I think others found quite interesting. And so, on this slide here, we've kind of tried to break down which words might actually be derived from each of these seven goals for a housing scheme. So you can see.
Carys Morris (2316510) 16:06 Is it?
Elfed Roberts 16:07 From that previous slide to this slide, we're now saying: a thriving culture and places about biodiversity, green infrastructure, biophilia, designing a strong sensor place, a community hub, being resilient and changing, enabling combustion-free. Long-term biodiversity management integrates green infrastructure and homes, which are adaptable, maybe and then we've got some other terms and feel like sub-sub goals, and each of those ambitions of goals again read.
Carys Morris (2316510) 16:29 Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, this would be really helpful. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 16:51 We had to. Select three.
Carys Morris (2316510) 16:56 OK.
Elfed Roberts 16:56 So, so there is an effect here that hasn't worked. The effect was that all 7 badges were on, and then we had to pick two or at most three that we were strongly emphasising.
Carys Morris (2316510) 17:02 Oh no. Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 17:14 So going back to the previous slide, we really had to sort of write something about every single one of these and really mean it and demonstrate that it was evident in our design approach. But we had to favour 3 above the other four and really go to town, evidence, and explain what we were going to do. And the three that we selected were CO2 energy in place. And I'll go now into.
Carys Morris (2316510) 17:42 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 17:47 Some quotes. So, on the following slides, there are 7 slides with quotes directly lifted from the funding application form. OK, so this is.
Carys Morris (2316510) 17:58 Oh, Nathan. OK.
Elfed Roberts 18:02 Stuff that we wrote in our application form. So we said, as far as possible, materials and components were sourced locally within Wales to reduce carbon emissions linked to transport. In addition, where possible, use materials and components with low embodied energy and low embodied carbon, if I suppose it would be more. An appropriate term will be selected to reduce the carbon that has gone into the production of the home, which is somewhat what we said about CO2 change. Few again, I wrote a lot more than just what you're seeing here, and I could send you the application form if you like it, because I don't.
Carys Morris (2316510) 18:25 Mm-hmm. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 18:36 Have any problem with that? It will really lift the lid and give you a chance to see what we wrote. Why were we so successful? Because we secured more grants than any other project in the history of that programme with what we said we were going to do.
Carys Morris (2316510) 18:45 Mm-hmm. Wow. Yeah, yeah, that would be amazing.
Elfed Roberts 18:53 That's significant. So I'll read that, but you can read it yourself. This is what we said about change. We said a lot more than this, but one of the key statements was future adaptability. So we've designed. Most of the homes I've got the ability for the roof to be converted into bedrooms, offices, or playrooms in the future by the occupants to ensure that they're able to, because what you find with homes, you know, and is.
Carys Morris (2316510) 19:13 Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 19:24 The four-bedroom house usually is occupied by a family.
Carys Morris (2316510) 19:28 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 19:29 And as the family grows together, children need more space or they need their own bedroom, or they need a playroom. Maybe to begin with. Or maybe the parents want a Home Office and you know.
Carys Morris (2316510) 19:38 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 19:46 In order to remain in that community, the home needs to be adaptable and to enable, and then what you find is that I'll give you my own, my own personal circumstances, means that I live in a four-bedroom house. My wife and I don't. Our children don't live there with us anymore. They're in their 20s.
Carys Morris (2316510) 20:05 Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 20:05 They've got their own arrangements, but we've got two home offices, one in each bedroom, and then we've got a gas bedroom and. And so we've been able to adapt, and that suits us right now and probably will for the next 10 or 15 years, possibly.
Carys Morris (2316510) 20:13 Yeah. Is it?
Elfed Roberts 20:21 And so, yeah, this concept of adaptation is really unchanged, and of course, designing homes to meet future mobility needs is also really important. So, I wrote something in there about, you know, by making sure.
Carys Morris (2316510) 20:32 Is it?
Elfed Roberts 20:36 Stairs are wide enough, or doorways and corridors are wide enough, and the rooms are big enough, you know? So, you've got plenty of storage. All this makes it easy for someone to change their lifestyle whilst they're living in the house, and most importantly, remain living in that house with their friends, with their neighbours as part.
Carys Morris (2316510) 20:48 Yes.
Elfed Roberts 20:55 That community, what you don't want is homes that are so small that once you've lived there for a year or two, you've got to move out.
Carys Morris (2316510) 21:01 Yeah, you've got to leave.
Elfed Roberts 21:03 That's horrible. You just don't get that sort of community nurturing in those types of developments moving on. I've written loads on place, but again, you know, I've said it already, our architect was.
Carys Morris (2316510) 21:09 Yeah. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 21:18 Reefed to study the hinterland in Carmarthenshire and Gawa to identify prototypes, house types derived from homes built using locally sourced materials as a response to the climate. And then what you find is that there are some very simple.
Carys Morris (2316510) 21:33 Thank you.
Elfed Roberts 21:37 Cues to how you could develop your own architectural language for this site whilst also combining things to do with low carbon, and I hope you've. I think we've found it and I hope you agree, especially if you do come with us on Friday morning.
Carys Morris (2316510) 21:52 No, I'm sure I will.
Elfed Roberts 21:53 A space? Yeah, this is parking back to something I've already said. Good space standards have been heavily influenced by not just what the government, but also why our customers have told us as well.
Carys Morris (2316510) 22:06 Is it?
Elfed Roberts 22:07 Capital, it's a slightly more difficult concept possibly. You could read what we're we've said in the 500 words on this, but one of the things about capital is to do with economy and by using Welsh timber for this project, I think we were really encouraging and also the factory that manufactured the panels, it was only 9 miles away.
Carys Morris (2316510) 22:33 That's great.
Elfed Roberts 22:33 And all the Timbers come from Wales. We're really trying our best to sort of support the Welsh economy through the project, and I think that's not only materiality-wise but also skills and training-wise for the contractor.
Carys Morris (2316510) 22:40 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 22:48 Doing this is learning how to build two really good air tightness more with this project than any other project they've done. They've done, and actually the factory in Neath has learned skills about using local sources for timber and wood fibre insulation. They've adopted an approach now that they can market and sell across the UK, and it's mainly due to this project. They've been able to do it with energy, you know, be lean, be lean, be green, all homes are fossil fuel free.
Carys Morris (2316510) 23:10 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 23:23 Resulting in very low energy bills, but also very low environmental impacts to do with by using natural fibre materials for insulation and timber cladding, we're avoiding things like bricks, concrete.
Carys Morris (2316510) 23:38 Hmm.
Elfed Roberts 23:39 Foam installations, you name it. We're trying our best to sort of build a model scheme for the future that we can learn from.
Carys Morris (2316510) 23:47 What insulation did you use out of curiosity? Oh, really? Wow.
Elfed Roberts 23:49 Wood fibre. Yeah. So wood fibre comes in two true formats. There's a fibrous material that can be blown into sealed panels at high pressure. And if you do, then you just have ways of ensuring that there are no voids. So you weigh the panel, and you take horse samples.
Carys Morris (2316510) 23:55 Mm-hmm. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 24:09 And then you know that you've filled that void to the right density, but there's also solid bats, or if you like, panels that we'd add then to improve the amount of insulation. So we've got the insulation in the panel blown with wood fibre, and we've got the bats as well to add additional layers of insulation.
Carys Morris (2316510) 24:21 Mm-hmm. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 24:29 On site, so the wood fibre that's blown is done in a factory, and then the additional wood fibre is actually installed on site, and the key to airtightness is all about membranes. You know the sort of jointing between.
Carys Morris (2316510) 24:44 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 24:45 Openings and the wall panels, and then. But the windows have all been installed on insight on site. Sorry, in the factory and they're all triple-glazed. So, you're really minimising the amount of air gaps and ensuring that the building is built to the performance that you intended.
Carys Morris (2316510) 24:55 Is it? Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 25:03 Which is absolutely vital to ensure the low running costs and minimise heat losses that we have for this project. Health, this is really important and really is a central area of focus for your work. So you know this idea of a place close to nature, themes that were a place close to nature. We came up with that as a sort of guiding statement in 2017.
Carys Morris (2316510) 25:20 Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 25:32 And it kind of helped everything we did, you know, homes and streets, have excellent access to a green infrastructure network of walkable spaces by encouraging people to walk, immediately bringing people into contact with each other like a village. You know where everyone knows each other.
Carys Morris (2316510) 25:45 Yeah, definitely.
Elfed Roberts 25:49 Which is very Welsh, isn't it? You know, it's very Welsh. Yeah, it is lacking. Lately, people just don't know each other because the states that they live in encourage car travel. And we wanted to get away from that. Really. Did you can't rule out that, at the end of the day, everybody?
Carys Morris (2316510) 25:49 Yeah, exactly. And it's lacking lately. So I think that's great. Yeah. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 26:08 Just have to use a car. But you know, car ownership and car usage are two completely different things, and I think we're trying to encourage moving away from a dependence on cars, and that's as well as other ideas around.
Carys Morris (2316510) 26:24 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 26:28 Usable public space, green infrastructure, and roots really do.
Carys Morris (2316510) 26:41 Hello.
Elfed Roberts 26:42 How? How fit can you hear me?
Carys Morris (2316510) 26:44 Oh, sorry, you, your, your, you your screen like glitched and then you went silent, and I thought maybe my Internet died or something. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 27:01 By hook or by crook, get all through all of this. Did you hear what I just said?
Carys Morris (2316510) 27:04 That's OK. And no. 
Elfed Roberts 27:09 Oh, I'm sorry. I apologise for the poor connection. It's Paul Ball's Internet here. Can you hear what I just said?
Carys Morris (2316510) 27:18 Yes, I heard about you apologising and the poor Bulls' Internet connection. Yeah, I can hear you OK now.
Elfed Roberts 27:22 OK, as long as you. Oh, good, good, good, good. If you need for me to repeat anything, just say so. Going back to the site and then zooming in, you can see a play area here. And the site is surrounded by.
Carys Morris (2316510) 27:31 OK, will do. Thank you. Mm-hmm. Oh.
Elfed Roberts 27:42 Modern development built here and here more recently by other developers. This is all Council housing, and we're creating links to the development here, here, and here. So there are three street Road linkages going in that's important.
Carys Morris (2316510) 27:47 Yeah. Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 27:58 If you build a coldest act development, you've already lost. If you don't, you will not have walkable streets in the way that they should be, so you must have multiple St connections to bring, because it's not about.
Carys Morris (2316510) 28:03 Yeah. Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 28:14 Creating a community within the Red Line, it's about creating a community that integrates with the existing surrounding development, which is so important that people can walk through this site and nobody's going to say, excuse me, why are you walking here?
Carys Morris (2316510) 28:24 Exactly. And people can bridge over. Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 28:31 That's not. That's not the development we want. We want the Community here but the middle. To be a real place that's used by the wider community. So that's important. Now, some of these images show you what the site looked like before we got involved. And as you can see, it's quite a sloping site covered with sheep, with a view to the Loughor estuary in the distance.
Carys Morris (2316510) 28:40 Yeah. Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 28:56 Shelter belts of trees providing some protection from the prevailing winds, and also, you know, these hedgerows and trees are important because they provide habitats for bats, birds, insects and mammals, which we want to try and retain as much of it as possible. So, you'll see a little bit more about what we did with that.
Carys Morris (2316510) 29:12 Yes.
Elfed Roberts 29:15 In a second.
Carys Morris (2316510) 29:15 Mm-hmm.
Elfed Roberts 29:18 So here is the topography. Well, you know, those are all the what-are-they-called? Do you know, I've just noticed that when you look at a map, you see lines indicating topography and slopes. The tighter the lines are, the more extreme the slope is. So, there is an 8-metre difference in level between.
Carys Morris (2316510) 29:29 Yeah. Yeah. Wow, it's been.
Elfed Roberts 29:42 The site entrance and the western edge of the site, and eighty-eight metres, is greater than the height of a three-storey house, so it's not insubstantial. And then you get an impression here of the different features that.
Carys Morris (2316510) 29:46 Mm-hmm. Yes.
Elfed Roberts 29:58 Form part of the character of the site, a bit more about the wider sort of ecologically protected areas, which you can see in green here. Here is the site. Again, this is a lacquer estuary. If you're familiar with it.
Carys Morris (2316510) 30:14 Yeah.
Elfed Roberts 30:14 And a bit more about, you know, footpaths, St the streets, where the local amenities are indicated by some of these things like shops, bus station, and library. ETC. So it's all there with a little key here for you to read as well. And that's what people do in their day-to-day lives. Obviously, people also work some people more, and more people work from home now than ever before.
Carys Morris (2316510) 30:34 Mm-hmm. Mm-hmm.


























Appendix D: Interview with Chris Evans of the Green Party in Swansea:

 
1 - Do you believe that the current reliance on volume housebuilders which often produces standardized, placeless designs is eroding a distinct Welsh architectural identity, and if so, how would you incentivize a shift toward regionally specific, 'made-in-Wales' housing?”

In the Green Senedd manifesto that was launched on Tuesday we outline the need for Welsh national housebuilder to provide the housing required moving forward. Currently developers produce small boxes, and use commercial viability to get out of Section 106 commitments, they then fence gardens in with high fencing which stop people being able to socialize with their neighbours. Private developers are building soulless estates and not communities, which are also biodiversity deserts as they don’t allow nature to flow through them.
 
2 - With 90,000 households currently on social housing waiting lists, how do you plan to move beyond just 'hitting targets' to ensuring that residents have genuine democratic power or 'spatial agency' over the layout, design, and future adaptation of their homes?

A nationalized housebuilder would be under democratic control. I believe we also need a much more open and transparent planning system. At the moment it is far too fuzzy and lacks clarity for those making applications as well as those affected by them.
 
3- The 'Placemaking Wales Charter' aims to create high-quality locations, yet many new estates still feel like 'non-places.' How do you plan to protect local community identity in new developments so that residents feel a sense of belonging and 'pride of place' rather than being placed in standardized areas?
 
A  nationalised housebuilder, woud be able to build communities rather than Estates as it would not have to worry about commercial viability and thus would stick to Section 106 agreements such as ensuring there are schools, Gp surgeries, shops, catering establishments, playgrounds, active travel routes, bus stops, and places for nature. Replacing fences with low hedges creates space for nature to thrive and allow neighbours to chat rather than boxing us all into soul-less little cells. Our reliance on for profit developers has certainly left us poorer in terms of community cohesion.





Appendix E: Correspondence with GOV UK Planning Department:  
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Appendix F: Eco Villages Case study: 

Introduction: 
If architectural success is defined by completion and appearance, what happens when buildings are designed to change? 
Eco villages contradict the standard way that architecture understand creating successful homes. Instead of being built quickly and standardised like the residential housing we see today, they prioritize low impact on the planet, collective governance and long-term inhabitation. They are built by people, and for people. 
By combining low impact, sustainable construction methods, shared governance and imagination, they aim to demonstrate that architecture can not only meet the needs of a growing population, what they need and how fast they need it, but can also be used as a tool to foster social transformation and change lives. Each room, garden, window, farm is built with the idea that it can be constantly re-interpreted by the individual as they grow, reframing the idea that their home will inevitably not suit them anymore, and limiting the risk of them outgrowing it. 
The eco village mindset is established from a critique of conventional residential architecture, which typically relies on standardised design and rapid production as the heart of why and how a building exists. Instead, eco villages emphasise the importance of community shared design. 
In this chapter, we will map out the historical and theoretical foundations of what an eco-village consists of and its participatory governance. Secondly, we will analyse a case study, the Lammas Eco Village in Wales, illustrating how these ideas are put into practice, before contrasting eco villages with a mainstream sustainable housing scheme, Gwynfaen in Wales, to identify the strengths and vulnerabilities of the eco village approach. 
The history of eco villages.
The impulse to live a sustainable lifestyle is far older than the term ‘eco village’ itself. Low impact, sustainable, self-sufficient lifestyles have been around for as long as humans have inhabited the planet. In more affluent areas, it is echoed in practices which prioritize minimalism and biophilia, under the movement “outwardly simple, inwardly rich” coined by Duane Elgin in the late 1970s. In Wales, the West have always attracted people who are looking for an alternative to mainstream housing. The Pembrokeshire area, which is now the home of the eco village Lammas, has seen many examples of residential dwellings made from cob, straw bale and mud which predate and formal eco village label. This can be seen in the 1962 book ‘the Fat of the Land’ by John Seymour, who popularised the concept of self sufficiency in areas such as Pembrokeshire, and inspired the following generations to think about pursuing a more sustainable lifestyle. Institutions such as the Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) in Wales, and other experimental initiatives such as Tipi Valley (A sustainable settlement born in the 1970s from counterculture) are other examples which provided models and ideas of how people could live sustainably and integrate sustainability within their lifestyles. And lastly there was the topical Brithdir Mawr scandal; an eco-community which has been active since the 1970s, which became a turning point in eco village history when the planning authorities sought to demolish their roundhouses, sparking a battle between the settlement and the council that would later change policies affecting eco communities. Globally, eco villages were appearing as experimental villages, popularised in areas such as Iceland and Switzerland.
Although eco villages existed already, the term was not coined until the early 1990’s. The term ‘Eco Village’ was coined by Robert Gilman in his 1991 paper, ‘The Eco-Village Challenge’, where he challenged the mainstream view by defining an eco-village as a settlement where the human activity supports the health of wellbeing of its residents, as opposed to harming it. From there the eco village movement gathers speed. By the mid-1990s, different groups of people such as scholars and activists begin to map out what an eco-village is, what it should include and what it could become, inevitably leading the founding of the Global Ecovillage Network in 1995 in a conference in Scotland. By 2016, over 700 eco villages have been registered globally, ranging from Scotland, to Arizona, to Pembrokeshire – all people seeking a low impact, community driven alternative to the mainstream residential housing they are used to. 
In Wales, policies were also moving forward, evidenced by the 2006 Pembrokeshire County Council creating a Low Impact Development Policy – ‘Making a Positive Contribution’, which openly supported and recognised settlements which aimed to minimise ecological footprints of the planet. This policy then leads onto the Lammas Eco Village securing advanced planning permission in August of 2009, enabling them to become the first eco village in the UK to be approved under a framework. This monumental moment illustrated how the ideas of the 1970s and the 1980s could now combine with formal planning policies, turning a on the fringe experiment into a recognised way of life – one which could be explored further. 
The momentum did not stop there, with a wave of academic research appearing in the 2010s. This research aimed to harness the experience of those who lived in these eco villages, into a toolkit to create a framework for the future of residential living within eco villages. The study created in 2018, A framework to identify and develop potential ecovillages: Meta‑analysis from the studies of the world’s ecovillages. “by, Shahrzad Barani highlighted that eco villages showed stronger social cohesion than normal residential schemes, enhanced biodiversity and lower energy use. But the primary pitfall found was than more than 90% of eco villages never would never reach their projected scale due to obstacles such as regulations.
These findings concluded that of thinkers such as Ted Trainer, who argued that to reach a state of sustainability within the built environment, we would need a state of radical cultural change, rather than, ‘green enclaves. Trainer’s solution to this would be the retrofit existing towns into eco village like areas, which has now been adopted into modern day planning. In Wales, this idea is now reflected in newer schemes which aim to blend the benefits of low impact design, community and sustainability into the environment. Schemes, such as Gwynfaen……

















Appendix G: Lammas Eco Village Case Study:

Lammas Eco Village is a low-impact settlement, settled on 70 acres of land near the Preseli Hills in Pembrokeshire, Wales. It was the first eco-village in the United Kingdom to obtain advanced planning permission under the dedicated low-impact policy referenced earlier (Katherine Jones, 2009). The permission was granted after an appeal was issued to the Welsh Government planning team, following their initial resistance. Ultimately, the project was based on Policy 52 - ‘Low Impact Development: Making a Positive Contribution’, which was the first Welsh planning policy to not only recognise but also support eco villages and low-impact settlements.
The initial idea for ‘Lammas’ was conceived at the Dance Camp Wales festival in August 2005, when a small group of people with experience in off-grid living came together to develop a new concept for an eco-village. Lammas, as its name suggests, deriving from the Celtic harvest festival Lughnasa, symbolised a ‘new beginning’ for eco villages, and construction began in 2009.
Lammas Eco Village aims to integrate settlement life with research, education, and community engagement. The village, at its core, is a community hub funded by a £350,000 ‘Local Carbon Communities Challenge Grant’ that serves as an education centre hosting classes and schoolchildren, and as a meeting space for residents and visiting researchers.
As for governance, the village places strong emphasis on participation, with households individually managing their own land while collectively making decisions on how water, energy, food, and waste are managed. Each resident has their own area, to their own specifications, and may modify it as they wish; participation is strongly encouraged.
Furthermore, the village offers a range of practical courses and workshops, from timber construction to family-focused sustainable strategies, teaching children about nature from a young age.
To investigate whether non-mainstream residential housing could foster a more profound sense of identity and personal freedom, I conducted an interview and a site visit with Tao, the lead director of the Eco Village.
Tao describes Lammas as more like an ‘ecology than a house’, emphasising that, in his experience, the dwelling is inseparable from the surrounding nature and landscape of the site. The landscape features natural springs for water collection, reed beds, farms, and greenhouses. This integration intertwines residents with the earth, creating a sense of place-based identity, with residents seeing themselves in a janitorial role within a living organism rather than as owners of a structure.
Over the past fifteen years, the nine-acre site has changed from bare farmland to a mature woodland that is nurtured by the residents and reinforces the idea of patience and a circular economy – the residents cut down trees for wood and replant. This woodland offers fuel, food, shade, and materials.
By building their own homes, using materials more often than not sourced from Lammas itself, each building costs as little as £2000. Tao explains that this process empowers residents to modify, repair, and improve their homes as often as they please, with the knowledge that they have a community that will help them, an opportunity that mainstream buildings often deny due to their rigidity.
Energy provision is another example of personal freedom and identity within Lammas. Lammas is powered by a combination of solar energy, a battery bank, and a 1.5kW hydro turbine, which provides limited energy. The modesty of this power output emphasises that these resources are finite and encourages residents to be sparing and thoughtful about what they use, when they use it, and why. These basic chores then become far more intentional, rewarding the individual's sense of self-reliance and helping them feel the feeling of a ‘pay off’ far more often.
The idea of comfort within Lammas has also been reframed. For example, a compost toilet serving the dwellings is seen and accepted as a daily part of life rather than a hardship. Tao explains that what mainstream society and residential housing views as a luxury is reframed in the village by connecting everything back to what people want at their core – nature - further creating an identity rooted in natural processes.
Community is the heart of Lammas, and everything revolves around it. There is a set of social structures that nurture connection, foster freedom, and create space for individuals to develop their identities. Alongside the community centre, there is a sauna and an events centre that host regular events, including full-moon jams, men's circles, healing classes, and spontaneous gatherings. Furthermore, the residents are encouraged to spend their days as they wish, but to gather in the evenings to eat together and share. Many residents have reported having more time to pursue hobbies they wouldn't have otherwise, crediting the winter months for fostering concentration and creativity that they don’t get in mainstream areas.
The trade-off between comfort and feeding is acknowledged frequently. Tao admits that building and maintaining Lammas and a lifestyle like this is hard and not for everyone. It involves hard labour, cutting trees, cleaning compost toilets, gardening, and hauling heavy materials, but this is offset by the fact that it keeps the community fit and satisfied. There's consensus that no one minds doing it. He likens it to a ‘double-edged sword’. He explains that residents are encouraged to decide whether the privilege of creating their own environment and lifestyle is worth the occasional loss of comfort and convenience.
Consequently, residential housing at Lammas is radical rather than mainstream in the 21st century, yet it can be seen to provide more than just shelter. It confidently provides community and identity, and links itself and its residents to the land and to one another.

















Appendix H:  The history of residential housing within the UK Case Study: 

Can we truly socially engineer the spirit of Welsh belonging today? To answer this question, we must first look at how the Welsh spirit came about, how belonging arose, and the values that made a town a community.
The Ty Unnos, Welsh for ‘house in one night’, was one of the first ‘standardised’ housing models in Wales. The concept represented a shift in agency within architecture and in the power dynamic that came with constructing one. Although not ‘standardised’ by the state, the Ty Unnos was an act of folklore engineered by communities in Wales as a survival reaction, radically allowing people to claim and create their own spaces in a period that offered them none. 
Present in Welsh folklore and tradition between the 17th and 19th centuries, the Ty Unnos was a loophole for those without a dwelling or land. The tradition was simple: if a squatter could erect a dwelling on a piece of common land between dusk and dawn and have smoke rising from their chimney by sunrise, the house would become theirs legally (BBC, 2020). Because of the strict 12-hour window, these dwellings took the form of high-speed vernacular architecture, consisting of very minimal, standardised forms. As explained by Dafydd William, the principal curator of the historic buildings at St Fagans National Museum of History, the cottages were ‘by necessity simple structures built from wattle and daub, or turf, and capped with a rudimentary thatched roof’ (BBC, 2020). The labourers were forced into a ‘standardised’ prototype when constructing these dwellings: single-storey dwellings. small footprints and dry materials, which bypassed curing times (DESIGNING BUILDINGS, 2023).
During this frantic overnight ritual, the concept of the ‘standardised house’ became a tool of identity and freedom. By following the rigid blueprint provided, the labourer achieved something that modern housing developers can fail to provide  - architectural autonomy. Because the builder was the inhabitant, the house became a direct manifestation of their identity, what they needed from a home, and their pride and survival instinct. Critically, these structures were technically substandard, often lacking suitable foundations, sanitation, insulation, and other essential amenities (BBC, 2020). However, the structures were inherently ‘theirs’, and as a result, the labourer would win the land on which the house stood, to recreate something more suitable. 
The concept of the Ty Unnos highlights how ‘standardisation’ and ‘identity’ can intertwine. It shows that a spirit of belonging, freedom, and identity can be engineered through set rules and regulations, provided those rules give the inhabitant an element of choice. If we look at our modern society, from everyday people living in everyday homes, to off-grid pioneers such as Lammas, to new innovative schemes such as Gwynfaen by Pobl, this dissertation will explore whether we have lost the spirit of belonging within architecture and communities because we have stopped letting people build their own identities. And what has our modern standardisation and regulations cost us?


Residential schemes:
If the Ty Unnos engineered the home, the Welsh landscape engineered the village through slow adaptation. As emphasised by the Tywi Centre (no date, page. 2), communities and the housing within them were created by those who lived in and around them, and the dwellings were erected through combined efforts and knowledge. The buildings demonstrated “an awareness of local environmental conditions,” creating a “blueprint for sustainable building today.” As a result, organic clusters of architecture and communities began to appear, with housing tucking itself into the landscape or into the natural curves of valleys and streams. This created non-linear, irregular streets. This created a sense of unpredictability, giving residents privacy while inadvertently forcing them into social interactions due to the layout. This can be explored through Gordon Cullen’s concept of ‘serial vision’, as examined by Tzu-Lin Lee (2019), which treats a city or community as a moving visual narrative rather than a static entity. As a pedestrian walks through an area, every misalignment of a building or setback in routine will frame something new, creating a series of “here-and-there” moments. 
The narrative of these organic communities was disrupted by the Industrial Revolution between 1750 and 1850, which saw an increase in copper and iron smelting, tinplate manufacturing, and iron smelting in South Wales. Futhermore, slate quarrying was growing in National importance in North Wales. According to the 1851 Census, Wales was the first country in the World to have more workers in industry than in agriculture, hailing it as one of the world's first industrial nations (The Framework for the Archaeology of Wales). The rapid industrialisation of Wales in the years following 1750 saw an urgent need for new transport links and housing. The Welsh landscape and community were transformed by rigidly imposed housing density to accommodate this growth. This period prioritized industrial growth over the human spirit, yet it also created a sense of solidarity with the shared struggle of industrial life, forming communal bonds. Although the social spirit of the industrial house was strong, its physical condition was dire. These dense schemes lacked sanitation and space, prompting intervention by the end of the First World War.
These houses were improved with an equally successful scheme in the years preceding the Second World War, when, in 1919, Wales launched a new initiative to build over half a million homes. However, only 213,000 dwellings were completed (UK Parliament, 2023). As explained by Benham and Weekley (2025, p. 151-153) in their book ‘The History of Housing’, these proposed developments were hailed as ‘Homes of Heroes’ and aimed to address the poor living conditions created by the Industrial Revolution whilst raising the spirits and morale of the community. Although the aim of these dwellings was to provide additional space, sanitation, and warmth, the terraced housing risked diluting the intimacy and communal solidarity that the industrial housing offered. The close proximity of the back-to-back industrial dwellings led to accidental, constant interaction and enabled the development of close-knit communities. The idea of the ‘home’ spilled onto the streets and into the community, neighbors helped and supported one another, children played safely in the street, and celebrations were shared collectively. Futhermore, as Lyon (2015, p. 78) argues in his book ‘Surveillance after Snowden’, no secrecy can take place on the street because it is a public, shared space, creating a state of natural surveillance and a more open, safe, and free community. Although terraced housing still exhibited this behavior, the addition of garden space diluted the sense of belonging seen before. 

The makeup of a community: 
In his book, ‘The Eyes of the Skin’, Pallasmaa (1996, p. 30 - 32) draws attention to how today’s construction is “strengthened by a weakened sense of materiality” and that natural and vernacular materials such as stone, wood, and brick enable our vision to see deeper than their surface facade. These natural materials express their age and condition, enriching their existence and humanising the buildings. Pallasmaa indicates that the use of machine-made materials that are commonly used today, such as panels of glass, metals, and plastics depict an image of “ageless perfection.” He argues that to build a successful community, we cannot simply see buildings, but we must feel them through our skin. In contrast to the standardised housing seen today, he believes that a resident's connection to their home and their community is built through memory and sensory association. The typical ‘Welsh’ materiality, featuring bricks, slate, and stone, embodies belonging and spirit, as the material comes from the very ground it sits on, and as a result, bridges the gap between home and landscape (Tywi Centre, no date, page 2).
The transition from participatory design to consumer design within the 21st century: 
The evolution of the Welsh ‘home’ and ‘community’ from the pre-industrial era to the 21st century has seen a fundamental shift in how inhabitants interact with their dwellings and communities. Unlike the Ty Unnos builder or the terraced housing dweller, who could manage, understand, and maintain their homes and community through engagement and participation, contemporary construction has witnessed a shift in its architectural language. Dwellings are often technically beyond the inhabitants' ability to repair or modify. shifting the dynamic from participatory to consumer. 
Late modernism reached Wales throughout the 1960s and 1970s, with a rise in functionalist housing featuring minimal decoration, angular shapes, and simple, almost reserved architecture. As exemplified by Hilling (2018, p. 238-240), many examples of this style were appearing across Wales. Architect Ifan Prys Edwards produced Bryn Aberoedd in 1968, a painted aluminium residential property with curtain walling, followed by Capel House in Llandaf, designed in 1996 by architects Hird and Brooks in a minimalist Danish style. Although Hilling admits that “private housing estates were few and far between”, especially after the Second World War, he goes on to list 3 influential modernist housing schemes within the Vale of Glamorgan - ‘Little Orchard’ designed by T. Glyn Jones and John R. Evans in 1973, The Mount and Merivale designed in 1975 and 1976 by Hird & Brooks, and Merivale. All saw the introduction of the international style - ample glazing, flat roofs, simplicity, and isolated plans which did not interact with neighbouring properties. 

By prioritizing these simple plans, private housing became distant from the community and retreated from the idea of the shared street. However, the intordution of this new style brought new possibilities within the field of architecture, and allowed inhabitants to gain a sense of control and identity through exploring new construction methods and styles, reviving the spirit of ‘the home’ by creating something uniquely individual,  but no longer engaging with the community spirit. 
Welsh housing 2026. 
According to the GOV. In the UK (2025), over 3,187,000 people were living in Wales, a roughly 19,300 increase from the previous year. There are currently an estimated 9,400 additional housing units needed to meet demand, a 64% increase from 2019 estimates (GOV UK, 2026). To meet the demand for dwellings, an average of 7,800 to 9,300 additional housing units will be needed annually from July 2025 to June 2030. 
As a result of these targets, Wales is under significant pressure to accommodate a shifting population. Because of this, the emphasis is placed on the volume and speed with which a contractor can create and issue these dwellings, rather than their quality, and, as a result, housing becomes standardised. 
This is conceptualised by Turner (1972, p. 148-150), who highlights that the focus on housing development is on “what a house ought to be,” which is often the “minimum acceptable”, ultimately leading to poor conditions. He further argues that even when an individual buys a property expecting some control, they are not allowed to occupy the dwelling until the house is complete, which pushes them to hire a contractor. This, coupled with regulations that require separate bedrooms, kitchens separated from living areas, and equipped bathrooms, makes it hard for the owner to have any say in the outcome. Turner emphasises that although a ‘house’ can be used as a noun or a verb, it should be used as a verb, as that describes the activity and liveliness within - if a dwelling is treated as a noun it becomes a product, yet if treated like a verb it becomes a process and something that changes - an identity in its own right. 
To test these ideas, I created a questionnaire and interviewed members of the public at the Green Conference Wales. Futhermore, to get a wider range of responses and to eliminate bias, I sent out the questions online. 70 responses were received from people of all ages and walks of life. 
When asked, “To what extent was your home’s design and construction process under your personal control?” 75.4% stated ‘None - I bought it ready-made’, 15.9% stated ‘partially’, with only 8.7% stating ‘a great deal’. This evidences that residents feel a lack of connection and possibility with their dwellings, with many stating that they would like more control over the design and functionality (Morris, 2025).


This detachment from the home suggests that the modern standardisation we see today has prioritised the product over the process. By silencing the dialogue between community, dwelling, and inhabitant, the idea of ‘Welsh Spirit’, which was filled with community and active participation, had diminished. To understand whether this spirit can be reclaimed, we must look at alternative housing models settled on the fringes of the Welsh planning system, radicalizing the idea of ‘housing being a verb’, such as the Lammas Eco Village. 








 

















 



Appendix I: Swansea Parklands Survey:
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How long have you been living at this location?
69 responses

@ Less than 6 months
@ 6 months to 1 year
® 1to3years

@ More than 3 years
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In which type of area is your residence located?
69 responses

@ Highly Urban/City Centre
@ Rural/Village
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What type of residence do you currently live in?
66 responses

@ Detached House
@ Semi Detached

© Apartment/ Flat
/ @ Student Accommodation
o
e lé @ Intentional Community/ Eco Village

@ Terrace
@ Terraced House
@ Terrace house? (Attached both sides)

12V
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To what extent was your home's design and construction process under your personal control?
69 responses

@ None - | bought/rented it ready-made
@ A great deal - | designed or built it
© Partially
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Do you feel your surrounding living area has a designated, accessible shared space that encourages

spontaneous gathering?
68 responses

@ Yes
® No
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Cyfarwyddiaeth Liywodraeth Leol a Chynllunio

Local Government and Planning Directorate (
Liywodraeth Cymru
Eich cylfYour ref Welsh Government
Ein cyf/Our ref TO/JB/00269/26
Carys
2316510@student uwtsd ac uk
28104126

Dear Carys Morris

‘Thank you for your enquiry to Jayne Bryant MS, relating to your research project entitied
“Can Buildings Shape Identity?" Jayne Bryant MS has asked offcials in Welsh Government
Planning Directorate to respond on her behalf, since the matters fall primarily within the
remit of the planning system. Please find below, responses to the questions you have
raised, having regard to current Welsh Govemment policy.

‘The Welsh Govemment's planning policies, as set outin Planning Policy Wales (PPW)
promote the principles of placemaking. PPW, together with further detailed guidance set out
in Technical Advice Note 12: Design (TAN'2) recognise that good design is fundamental to
créating sustainable places where people want to live, work and socialise. Local character is
recognised as one of the key aspects of good design within this approach, as set outin
PPW:

“The special characteristics of an area should be central to the design of a
development. The layout, form, scale and visual appearance of a proposed
development and is relationship to its surroundings are important planning
considerations. A ciear rationale behind the design decisions made, based on site
and context analysis, a strong vision, performance requirements and design
principles, should be sought throughout the development process and expressed,
when appropriate, in a design and access statement. In areas recognised for their
particular landscape, townscape, cultural or historic character and value it can be
‘appropriate to seek to promote of reinforce local distinciveness. In those areas, the
impact of development on the existing character, the scale and siting of new
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development, and the use of appropriate building materials (including where possible.
sustainably produced materials from local sources), will be particulariy important.”

‘The Welsh Government considers that development proposals are generally best
detemnined locally by Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) who know their area, its needs and
sensitivities. LPAS should prepare development plans which include policies and guidance
that promote good design in the buitt environment and be sufficiently robust to refuse poor
quality development proposals. LPAS should consider strategic design issues (such as site
location, context and connectivity) when making development plan allocations and
reference these in the plan. A variety of tools (such as development briefs, design
frameworks and supplementary planning guidance, including Place Plans) can be used to
outine specific sustainable design requirements where applicable to a particular local issue:
or specific sites.

LPAs should through a process of negotiation seek to improve poor or average
developments which are not well designed, do not take account of their context and
consider their place, or do not meet the objectives of good design. Where this cannot be
‘achieved proposals should be rejected

For ‘major development proposals including 10 or more homes or sites over 0.5 hectares),
itis a requirement that planning applications are accompanied by a Design and Access
‘Statement (DAS). The DAS ensures that inclusive design and access considerations are
‘embedded from the outset of the planning process. Further information is available here
Design and Access Statements Wales. Similarly, developers proposing ‘major development
need to undertake statutory pre-application consultation. This requirement frontioads public
‘engagement, increases community buy-in, improves the quality of the built environment and
creates efficiency and certainty of the planning process for all. Further information can be
found here: Planning major developments: quidance on pre-application consultation

Further to the above requirements, Design Commission for Wales (DCIW) provides a
national Design Review Service, funded by the Welsh Government and offered free of
charge. This service brings together an independent, multdisciplinary panel of professional
‘experts who review development proposals and provide constructive feedback with the aim
of helping capture and maximise the value of good design quality.

‘When planning for future housing need, PPW requires that LPAS should plan for a mix of
market and affordable housing types to meet the requirement and specifically consider the
differing needs of their communities. As part of considering housing delivery options, LPAS
should understand the contribution that all sectors of the housing market and
house-builders could make. When allocating sites, LPAs need to consider providing a range
of sustainable and deliverable sites to allow all sectors and types of house-builder, including
nationals, regionals, registered social landlords (RSLs), Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises (SMEs), community-led housing organisations and the custom and self-build
sector, the opportunity to contribute to delivering the proposed housing requirement

In terms of social housing, beyond the various measures above for public participation and
‘good design embedded in the planning process, the Welsh Govemment has standards for
new and rehabiltated affordable homes in Wales, contained in the Welsh Development
Quality Requirements (WDQR). The standards apply to all new publicly-funded affordable
housing schemes submitted to Welsh Govemment. Housing providers and their consultants
are encouraged to engage with the communities within which they are developing and to
take account of tenant feedback on their lived experience from earlier schemes. The
‘standards require homes to be high quality, innovative and sustainable, responsive to the
changing needs of the occupants over time, and safe and secure. Further information on
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these standards can be found in the following link:
hitps/fwww gov.wales/sites/defaultfiles/publcations/2021-08/development-quality-
requirements-for-housing-associations.pdf

‘The Welsh Government recognises that design is an inclusive process, which can raise
public aspirations, reinforce pride and create a sense of place. The Placemaking Wales
Charter outiines six placemaking principles that cover the range of considerations that
contribute to establishing and maintaining good places, which signatories agree to promote.
‘The first principle relates to ‘People and community’ whereby proposals should be shaped
to help to meet the needs and aspirations of local people and protect and/or enhance a
‘sense of community. Another principle, ‘Identity', promotes the positive, distinctive qualities
of existing places which should be valued and respected.

When preparing their Local Development Plans, LPAs must follow a statutory preparation
process. This process includes an initial Delivery Agreement (DA) which sets out the
timetable for plan preparation along with the engagement mechanisms, such as a variety of
different approaches to engage and gain the views of differing stakeholders in the local
community. This could comprise various methods of consultation. Place Plans are
non-statutory documents. They may be prepared at the initiation of the local community and
are a powerful tool to promote collaborative action to improve well-being and placemaking
Place Plans should support the delivery of LDP policies and are adopted as supplementary
planning guidance (SPG).

‘The Development Plans Manual provides procedural guidance relating to the preparation
‘and implementation of LDPs and Place Plans. Planning Aid Wales (PAW) has published
guidance on the use and preparation of Place Plans

1 hope the above information is useful but please do not hesitate to contact me if you have
further questions on the matters above

Yours sincerely,

James Strangis

Cyfarwyddiaeth Liywodraeth Leol a Chynllunio | Local Government and Planning
Directorate
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Questions and responses:

1. What do you consider to be the main strengths and assets of Swansea’s parks at present? These may
relate to Swansea's parks in general, or to one or more specific parks. If the latter, please name them.

2. What are the main gaps, weaknesses, or areas for improvement in Swansea'’s parks? These may relate
to Swansea’s parks in general, or to one or more specific parks. If the latter, please name them.

3. What actions should be taken to help put Swansea's parks on a sustainable path that better serves
local needs? Are there any actions that should be prioritised (i.e. taken sooner rather than later),
considering that larger-scale changes may take time? Again, these may relate to Swansea’s parks in
general, or to one or more specific parks. If the latter, please name them.

4. What changes would most inspire and excite visitors to Swansea's parks? Can you provide any
examples of best practice from elsewhere?

5. How can we maximise the reach and range of wider input and feedback for Swansea’s new Parks
Development Strategy over the next 2-3 months? Who else should be consulted and what are the best
ways to engage them?
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Swansea Parks Development Strategy
Questionnaire / Interview Record

Name, role and organisation:

Interviewer (if applicable):

Date:

CCONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Counterculture Partnership LLP has been appointed by Swansea Council to produce a new
Parks Development Strategy with short, medium and long-term goals, which will identify
known and perceived issues and areas for improvement.

The result will be a visionary strategic plan identifying issues, risks and solutions, and
opportunities for improvements and enhancements, along with the resource required in
human and financial terms to deliver recommendations, based on consultations with
stakeholders.

The Council’s aim is to adopt the resultant strategy so that it may have a clear plan to
improve the parks’ infrastructure and connect the wide variety of opportunities for tourism,
play and recreation, community engagement, biodiversity and nature recovery, inclusion,
sense of place, health and well-being, for residents and visitors in Swansea.

As part of the process, we are consulting with a broad range of stakeholders to identify:
1. Strengths, assets and opportunities in relation to Swansea’s parks.
2. Gaps, weaknesses, challenges and areas for improvement.

3. Actions that could help put Swansea's parks on a sustainable path that better serves
local needs, either in the short, medium or long-term.

4. Changes that could inspire and excite visitors to Swansea's parks, including examples
of best practice from elsewhere.

See our Privacy Statement for further details of how we will use the information we collect.
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Swansea Parks Development Strategy
Questionnaire / Interview Record

Name, role and organisation:

Interviewer (if applicable):

Date:

CCONTEXT AND OBJECTIVES

Counterculture Partnership LLP has been appointed by Swansea Council to produce a new
Parks Development Strategy with short, medium and long-term goals, which will identify
known and perceived issues and areas for improvement.

The result will be a visionary strategic plan identifying issues, risks and solutions, and
opportunities for improvements and enhancements, along with the resource required in
human and financial terms to deliver recommendations, based on consultations with
stakeholders.

The Council’s aim is to adopt the resultant strategy so that it may have a clear plan to
improve the parks’ infrastructure and connect the wide variety of opportunities for tourism,
play and recreation, community engagement, biodiversity and nature recovery, inclusion,
sense of place, health and well-being, for residents and visitors in Swansea.

As part of the process, we are consulting with a broad range of stakeholders to identify:
1. Strengths, assets and opportunities in relation to Swansea’s parks.
2. Gaps, weaknesses, challenges and areas for improvement.

3. Actions that could help put Swansea's parks on a sustainable path that better serves
local needs, either in the short, medium or long-term.

4. Changes that could inspire and excite visitors to Swansea's parks, including examples
of best practice from elsewhere.

See our Privacy Statement for further details of how we will use the information we collect.
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