


[bookmark: _GoBack]Intelligence is a subject that is rarely discussed in any great depth. Instead we tend to focus on IQ scores and university degree awards. Indeed the IQ system has been around for over 50 years. As regards the university system this has a much longer life span of over 500 years. This essay will focus on aspects of intelligence beyond the academic and attempt to show that academic intelligence, while important, should not be the only measure of intellect. 
A university education is based around assignments and examinations. After a period of 3 years full-time study a student can emerge with an undergraduate degree. A further 2 years study can result in a postgraduate Masters’ degree. If they are highly attracted to academic life a doctorate/PhD can be the ultimate goal and may lead them to later becoming a professor.
People outside academia often view professors, postgraduates, and even graduates with awe. Such is the respect given to people that have devoted many years of their life to academic study and emerged triumphant with excellent qualifications. However, this has a tendency to discredit all other forms of intelligence. Many people quit school at 18 and start they own businesses. Some go on to be highly successful entrepreneurs and even become millionaires. Richard Branson (Virgin enterprises) and Alan Sugar (Amstrad) both quit school early and became business legends both in the UK and internationally.
These days many people are familiar with the word mindfulness. This is related to meditation and our attitude to others. From this the term EQ (emotional quotient) has emerged which is a code for emotional intelligence. Some people have a way of interacting with others that shows high EQ, for example when they see someone is upset they approach them in a kind and understanding manner. Others may have a high IQ but be very low in EQ so will be unaware when another person is not feeling feel, or is upset, unless it is completely obvious - The character Sheldon in the US comedy series The Big Bang Theory is a classic example of extremely high IQ but low EQ. In fact, these days with the explosion in social media, both IQ and EQ can be seen as under threat as people can tend towards narcissism and so have less concern for others. However, this aspect is beyond the scope of this essay.  
There are people that have the ability to completely dismantle a machine such as a motorbike, clean all the hundreds of components and reassemble it, without any engineering qualifications. Other can build a machine such as an amplifier out of hundreds of parts lying around their garage and it will work perfectly. Thus, mechanical and engineering intelligence can be a natural gift  in the character of some individuals. Others can deliver a speech, a presentation, a seminar, even a lecture, without academic qualifications but due to confidence, private study and real-life experience of their subject.       
To become successful at anything a person needs intelligence in addition to hard work and dedication.  Also, most people would agree that academic intelligence is important as it is highly respected in our current society. Nevertheless, when adding the adjective academic to the word intelligence we need to also account for commercial, musical, emotional, social, mechanical, numerical, linguistic, and a whole host of other adjectives related to intelligence. Thus, intelligence can covers many areas and no single person can lay claim to being gifted in all of the areas. 
In closing, the polymaths of the past such as Leonardo Da Vinci were gifted in a multitude of areas such as engineering, architecture, illustration, sculpture, and anatomy but were rare individuals. Also, they would not have been gifted in every single aspect of the intellect; academic intelligence is one single spoke in the umbrella of intelligence.    
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