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What is Education?
Choose a key change in Education Practise as a result of reform: First Education Act 1870.

Executive Summary:
[bookmark: _Hlk20665811]This report reviews the First Education Act in 17 February 1870. This piece of legislation was the first of its kind and was introduced by William Forster, a liberal MP, on the 17th February 1870. The aim of the particular piece of legislation was to deal specifically with the provision of educational learning in Britain, this was a step forward in politics due to the act being a commitment to provision on a national scale. An exciting yet progressive factor of Forster’s First Education Act is that it allowed women to vote for the School Boards, they were also granted the right to be candidates to serve on a School Board. Several feminists saw this as a great opportunity to show that they were capable of public administration. This demonstrates that through Forster’s Education Act it enabled a social progressive change therefore showing a positive result of the reform. (https://www.parliament.uk/about/livingheritage/transformingsociety/livinglearning/school/overview/1870educationact/) 
The First Education Act, also known as the Elementary Education Act was passed in response to political factors such as the need to educate the citizens recently enfranchised by the Reform Act of 1867 to vote wisely. Another factor regarding the introduction of Forster’s Education Act is due to demands for reform by the industrialists who were worried about Britain’s competitive status in world trade, manufacture and improvement was being threated by the lack of an effective education system.  In addition to tis there was an economical benefit that arose due to Forster’s Education act such as a more educated workforce that would become beneficial for society and to help Britain maintain a high economic global position. Furthermore, there was a Philanthropic reason behind the passing of this reform, as it was wrong to have children of such a young age working, this could be seen as anti-revolutionary appearing to bring equality which will also be beneficial to not only society but to the child as an individual.  Also, it could be seen that the schools provided some kind of social control through education by teaching people how to behave. This Act was introduced also because of political functions being in need for educated population (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elementary_Education_Act_1870) 
The Education Act of 1870 enforced that local education boards should inspect schools to ensure there was sufficient places available for students. That elementary education must be provided for children between the ages of five and thirteen years old. That schools should be publicly funded. Parents must pay for their children’s education, unless they could not afford to and then the state will provide the funds. That attendance should be compulsory and that if a child should not attend there would be consequences. Religious teaching should not be non-denominational and that parents could withdraw their children from religious education and schools should be regularly inspected in order to maintain a high standard of education. (https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/synopsis-of-the-forster-education-act-1870)


Effects of the First Education Act:
After Forster’s Education Act, around 3000 to 4000 schools were started or taken over by school boards, Industrial and city boards took over many schools where as rural boards which were run by parishes had only a few schools to manage. Rural boards seemed to favour the economy and the release of children for agricultural labour, where as town boards leant more towards being rigorous in their provisions, and by 1890, some town boards added special facilities for gymnastics therefore showing progression in the social situations of the late 19th century.  Under the 1870 Education Act, Local authorities duch as the Local Education Authority, also known as the LEA were required to monitor the number of children in their area and existing educational provision so that they could be sure of the number of children in the education system in their area. This was done by comparing the results of a census of existing school places with the number of children of school age recorded in the Census. If there was a shortfall, a school board for the district would be created. 
These Boards were to provide elementary education for children aged 5–13 (inclusive). (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elementary_Education_Act_1870 )
Recommendation:
The First Education Act of 1870 enabled parents who were unable to send their children to school to be able to send their children to school therefore highlighting how every child should have a right to education. It also allowed woman to be put in an position of power and made it possible for them to envision themselves in public office. However an example of how Forster’s Education act has not been as successful as first thought can be seen through Britain still having a literacy and numeracy deficit despite the numerous Education reforms and policies, The UK still has many children then fail to achieve a GCSE Qualification in maths, English and science. It is particularly worrying that such a large proportion of students fail to receive qualification in English and Math as they will determine the future of the child in the academic world.
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