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HPEN6012 The Welsh Writing Wales
Eleanor Jones 1503268
History, Culture and Identity Of The Elements of Water, The Hiding Place,
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Introduction
I shall be looking at the history, culture and identity of these two books The Elements of water and The Hiding Place. Historiographical modification is given time to fictional writing that opens and draws constant interest in its popularity and asks questions about the relationship between fiction and reality. We are trying to read how the texts contribute to the essence of history, and how the two books unfold away of, political, economic and social realities.

Welsh writer Stevie Davies wrote The Element of Water 2001. Davies explores the twin evils of racism and antisemitism in her compelling novel. Unlike The Hiding Place, monsters are not created by poverty but by power “The whole history of monstrosity cannot be separated from the histories of disability and pain.”[footnoteRef:1] We get this idea of what is a nation. If we look at this book in terms of history, then we will see that the history or identity of a person in relation to a country's history is not an easy to discover and summarise.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       [1:  Punter. D, Postcolonial Imaginings: Fiction of a New World Order, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press. 2000. Access 3rd January 2020  pp.45-49                                                                                                                                           ] 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
The book begins with the physicality of the human imagination and the crimes the Third Reich commits. This book is romantic tale and a story about adapting to memory and ethical quality with plenty of secrets. Naval Officer Training School operated during the Second World War. Throughout 1945, sailors and soldiers from Germany were throwing their uniforms into Lake Plön. Some were waiting for the right moment, ready to give in to the British while escaping the sinister SS gangs. Michael Quantz is a veteran who was unable to use his naval uniform to throw his feelings of guilt away. 
When Miss Dahl a young teacher comes from Wales, he is unnerved. The storey unfolds within two themes. Another focuses on her naive inquiries into the rough treatment of children by both British and German workers, and by the other girls, much to her amazement. 

 The novel became a description of forms of evil duty of care: both active engagement and passing by. The mixture of emotion and cruelty that describes murderers is known. They do get angry about their pets or kids when they order massacres, 
“They murdered as they doted.” [footnoteRef:2] This reminds us that it is not enough for a sheer 15 years to destroy ingrained practises that tolerated the massacre. The novel reflects on the dying Reich embers, after the suicide of the Fuhrer, and the peaceful transition to Lake Plon and Admiral Donitz. The Elements of Water, functions as a metaphor for secret and obscured histories, and how we are all attempting to rebuild-surface history and culture. Davies wrote this novel with morality, battle, cruelty and frustration. This is a novel of complexity, profoundly defined, and a tale that binds Wales and Germany in the web of guilt and suspense of a spider.  [2:  Davies. S. The Elements of Water 2001. First published By The Women press Ltd, 2001. P68] 


According to Cynthia Cockburn “Essentialism is not merely an interesting theoretical concept. It is dangerous political force designed to share up differences and inequalities, to sustain dominations. It operates through stereotypes that fix identity in eternal dualism, woman victim, male warrior, trusty compatriot, degenerate foreigner.”[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Cockburn. C. The Space Between us: Negotiating Gender and National Identities in Conflict, London: Zed Books, 1988. P.13] 


The Nazis use and discuss images of art status, artistic renderings of the standard which the Nazis believed to reflect the purity of Aryan people and their ideas. Purity was explored in this novel as in The Hiding Place, as for the Nazis are gripped with purity, but are involved in making it to take blonde children to maintain it. The Nazis use and discuss images of art status, artistic renderings of the standard which the Nazis believed to reflect the purity of Aryan people “Aryan’ look or race ‘we as individuals do not count.”[footnoteRef:4]                                                                                                                              [4:   Davies. S. The Element of Water 2001. First published By The Women press Ltd, 2001. p16] 









I then looked at The Hiding Place by Trezza Azzopardi published 2001. The story has a fragmented background that helps to explain a larger family context. Through most of the 20th century,  Southern Italian and Maltese immigrant population decanted slowly into Welsh coastal towns.
In the historical section of the story begins when Frankie, having purposely fleeced Medora since leaving his old friend Salvatore drowned in the mud of the dockyard, steps back onto the boat after Celesta's upcoming wedding. The novel is about Dol and her childhood life as she grew up in the 1960’s in a dysfunctional family home in Tiger Bay Cardiff. Dol’s dad, Frank, is an immigrant from Maltese who came to Cardiff “the tell-tale rhythm of Sicilian-Maltese”[footnoteRef:5] to make his life better only to end up being a child abuser, thief, gambler, killer, liar and not a very smart man. He has given away his own daughter and shows no regret or how he handles his own kids or anybody else. [5:  Azzopardi. T. The Hiding Place 2001 Published December 7th, 2001 by Grove Press first published 2000. p.11] 

The novel leaves Dol 's account to describe why the mother came to marry Dol’s father. 
The book goes back in time when the mother, with or without her boyfriend, fled from her family home in the valleys to start a new life in Cardiff. 

Mary sleeps with different men just so she can pay for her rent. With the money Mary has worked for Frank steals it from her. Six of her kids lives in poverty and abuse.
Dol returned to Cardiff in the second part of the novel to attend the funeral of her mother and was reunited with her sister Fran.  
Dol is very curious in her history that isn't what she thought it would be. Since she is only one who speaks of her past, we don't know any other version which she gets flashbacks. All her sisters would live in fear. “We can’t let anyone in, Mister says Fran ‘We’re cursed we are. We got hex.’ The real curse is Frankie, the Maltase father who betrayer all of them, gambling away house, friends, wife, daughters, creating Frankensteinion monsters as his daughter’s internalise their abuse”[footnoteRef:6]    Inside Dol’s mind is her own space “The terrifying sense that the tapestry of past life can never be properly stitched together as most of the pieces are unreconstitutable threads.”[footnoteRef:7] Much of the attention is focused in a tiny room of the home, and is as disorienting and distressing as the muddy Docks of Cardiff. The house is a bodily of objects, this person did not step into the basement. The house  is viewed as both space and emotions. The building, as a body expansion. The home's like carrying a body around with us. “A human being is a part of the whole, called the universe a part limited in time and space.”[footnoteRef:8] From the historiographical viewpoint, we examined as how The Hiding Place is how the novel details the past of both a place and a family, but we've seen how the relationship is the product of larger stories that have drawn Mary and Frankie closer. [6:  Trezza Azzopardi The Hiding Place Week two PowerPoint ]  [7:  Azzopardi. T. The Hiding Place 2001 Published December 7th, 2001 by Grove Press first published 2000. pp. 58-60
  Westling.H.L. Virginia Woolf and the Flesh of the World, New Literary History. John Hopkins University Press, Volume 30, No 4, Autumn 1999. Pp 855-675
]  [8: ] 


History seems to exist in different versions or accounts according to gender, class and ethnic. Another similar response that is expressed by literature, what group of individuals is the book  focal point. Whose history do we get in the book as it describes the family history and other members. In the book we found silence, since there are many silences. There's hiding too, where secrets are concealed lurking beneath, which Dot cannot remember as a child. Unlike like the book we have past-related questions, yet this author would re write this novel in fiction throughout the past. History was not only written here but also on person’s bodies as well.
For instance, here we have Fran is an enthusiastic arsonist in  the making, who likes to harm herself. Allow this to be her declaration of her own personality. For example, the different concepts we regarded identity in terms of  nationality and gender, and the interaction between  nationality and gender are considered. What is pure identity and what is mixed race. Geographical, national boundaries but also personal bodies, family and emotional “Geography is not a container but a condition.”[footnoteRef:9] Frankie treats Fran  as being the seed of Satan. It acknowledged the perspective of women not only in culture of home as well as in literature and art.  [9:  Moretti. F. Atlas of the European Novel, 1800-1900, London, Verso, 1998. P29  ] 

The rise of feminist theory as introduced to literature and art, particularly in the 1960s investigating the status of women, in addition to the period of love, piece and hippies. As Linda Hutcheon would say “What the narrator comes to realize is that the past "cannot be described objectively" and that her present will always mediate her past.”[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Hutcheon. L. A Poetics of Postmodernism History, Theory, Fiction. London: Routledge, 1988. p.p.122-123  
] 




Conclusion 

Historiographic metafiction has worked out to have been Modernism's most leading traditional motion. Would this work like it does with postmodernism in pluralism? We see the beyond brought into the dominant through the present and time, with space and time distorted to the extent that they aren't needed. 
Did metafiction become present in the twentieth century, but had it also been present as an opportunity to share more trends with fact and put up modernism through its mechanistic feature privilege and emphasis on record illustration. History and Fiction were viewed as normal independent and individual.
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