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In this workshop we will look at the reception of aspects of myths connected to Hercules and their adaptation by Disney for its 1997 movie. Particular consideration will be given to the commercial success (or comparative lack thereof) and the issue of gender representations and audience expectations. For this workshop you should read the following article - Primo, Cassandra. (2018): "Balancing Gender and Power: How Disney’s Hercules Fails to Go the Distance." Social Sciences 7.11 - and consider the questions set out below. 

Questions:
1) In what way does the movie seem to reinforce traditional (old) stereotypes of masculine and feminine traits? 

2) In what way do the characters Pain and Panic show transgender qualities? Consider also the representations of Hades with regards to sexuality and gender traits. 

3) How does the character Megara perform the role of a femme fatale?

4) In what way does the character Hercules complicate traditional gender norms and the expectation of a male hero?  
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