Up next, we’ll be covering the early life and background of the Kray twins,an infamous pair of British gangsters that rose in power during the 1950’s-1960’s, including their childhood, post war impact and their entry into crime.  The Kray twins were born and raised in the east end of London alongside their older brother Charles. Their mother was Violet Kray who worked as a housewife and played an important role in the twin’s life and was known to have been ‘’very devoted to her 3 sons and never saw the bad in them.’’ Violet Kray would also go on to live until ‘’the day before she turned 73 in her home in Shoreditch after suffering from cancer.’’ (Nuttman.D, 2022). Their father Charles Sr., was ‘a second-hand clothes dealer who was in out of the boys' lives during their childhood because he went on the run to avoid military service.’ (Biography.com Editors, 2015). Both twins took part in boxing growing up, mainly due to their grandfather Jimmy ‘Cannonball’ Lee who was a known fighter and boxer. The twins were taken ill quite early on in their lives having caught Diphtheria, a ‘’highly contagious infection that affects the nose, throat and sometimes the skin which can prove fatal if left untreated’’ (NHS, 2022).  On March 22nd the Kray twins would be called up for mandatory national service which was ‘’an imposed conscription on all males aged between 18 and 41 that required them to register for military service.’’ (UK Parliament, n.d.). Once they appeared for national service, they would be known to consistently cause trouble throughout their time in the military and would ‘’spend the next 2 years on the run or inside of military prisons and were even sentenced on one occasion to Shepton Mallet Military Prison for 9 months.’’ (Jones T.L, n.d).  The Kray twins would later both go on to earn a dishonourable discharge each after numerous repeated offences while in the military such as ‘’assaulting police officers and handcuffing a guard to their prison bars, this would ultimately cost them both any chance at a career in professional boxing when they returned home.’’ (Harvey.I, 2019). The Kray Twins both also grew up around the time of an ongoing war in WW2 as well as face the effects of the war once it had ended which was ‘a time where both family and economic instability could be widely seen throughout the entirety of the UK.’’ (Jackson.M, 2015). The Kray Twins would begin their entry into crime in the East End of London by committing crimes such as protection and racketeering where they would ‘'demand money from businesses with brutal threats to the business owners, their families or their place of work if they did not pay on time.’’ (Bennet.C, 2020) The twins would also move into committing other illegal activities and would have a reputation for arson, violence and armed robbery and would go on to commit some of these crimes ‘’on behalf of some of East End London’s top dog in the world of crime.’’(Benson.R, 2022). The Kray Twins would later go on to start their own gang which they would refer to as the ‘firm’ which would be known to consist of ‘’London heavies, Scottish hardmen and bent businessmen’’ (Davies.C, 2015). It was not any of the previously mentioned illegal activities that would be the end for the Kray twins however, as Ronnie Kray would later move on to be arrested for the murder of ‘’longtime childhood friend and gang enforcer George Cornell which would result in lifetime imprisonment for Ronnie Kray’’ until his death in 1995 after having a heart attack. (Oakely.M, 2013). Reggie Kray however, would end up being arrested for the death of Jack ‘the Hat’ McVitie and would be handed a 30 year sentence which he ‘’would serve until 2000 where he would be granted release on compassionate grounds based on his inoperable bladder cancer, and would spend the final weeks of his life with his wife. To conclude we can determine that not only social and economic factors but also ‘born’ criminology theories such as Phrenology and the Hans Eysenck theory can all be applied in the case of the Kray twins and why they were influenced into a life of crime.
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