SJIE 5002 – Reflective Commentary 

For this assignment I will be reflecting on the video presentation which required myself to read a story to a group of children.   Due to the nature of the first video, the teaching assistant was asked to record a second video, so she chose a smaller group of children to enable the video could be filmed correctly. The teaching assistant read the same book, 1, 2, 3 Dawnsio Dawns y Deinosor. I will also be comparing views of theorists and looking at how their theories reflect on my video presentation as well as looking into policies that have moulded literacy to how it is being taught today. For the purpose of this assignment I used Gibbs’ reflective cycle to reflect on the first video as it is a weekly occurrence in the everyday setting and true to how the teaching assistant works on a day to day basis. 
First of all the question I had to ask was- Why is literacy important? Why do we need it? Do we use it as often as people think? The short answer is yes, it is important. 
Literacy is used in everyday life, people may not realise that they are using their own literacy skills every single day, possibly for the majority of their day. Literacy is needed and used for reading signs, labels, hand written messages, text messages, books, instructions, cooking using recipes, literacy is versatile. As children are growing they are becoming more and more dominated by a world surrounded by technology. Phones, tablets emails, instant messages, all this text based information makes literacy more essential to teach children. Reading will allow children and young people to have the ability to grow up into adulthood allowing them to keep up to date with the world news, current affairs, and they will develop more understanding of the world they live in.  Literacy is key to obtain knowledge and understanding of the world we live in (Best, 2014).
Graham Gibbs developed the ‘Gibbs’ Reflective Cycle’ in 1988 to create structure for learning by observing and reflecting on experiences. Gibbs’ reflective cycle shares a framework on how to reflect on experiences allowing users to learn and plan a path forward, seeing what did and did not go so well during the session. There six stages to the cycle, these are as follows; a description of the experience, feelings and thoughts of the experience. An evaluation of the experience including good and bad points, an analysis to make sense of the situation. A conclusion – what was learned from the experience, what could have been done differently to improve the experience? And finally an action plan, how would you deal with a similar situation if it were to arise again in the future, or what changes if appropriate can be made if it is a regular occurrence? (Gibbs’ reflective cycle, 2020). 
In the first video the teaching assistant (TA) sat down with a group of eleven reception children including one with undiagnosed behavioural difficulties. The purpose of this session was to listen to a story that contributes to the ‘Pori Drwy Stori’ programme which takes place every week with the TA. The story this week was 1, 2, 3 Dawnsio Dawns y Deinosor by Michelle Robinson and Rosalind Beardshaw, this story also encourages the children to engage and participate using hand gestures, and acting like a dinosaur. Another staff member was also present due to the nature of difficulties with one pupil, more so for everyone to enjoy the story including the individual with as little disruption as possible. All of the children enjoyed the story, especially when they could participate, when it came to break time all the children were pretending to be dinosaurs outside. 
Before the session the teaching assistant was feeling apprehensive, due to this being the first session with a larger group including the individual with behaviour difficulties. The session is larger due to four new pupils who started in January. The teaching assistant was also feeling confident in taking on the session as it has been a weekly session taken on by the teaching assistant for almost 2 years. Whilst reading the story the teaching assistant felt more relaxed and enjoyed reading the story whilst watching and listening to the children’s participation. The children thoroughly enjoyed the story and participating, especially when they were stomping and roaring. The teaching assistant felt happy that the desired affect had been reached at the end of the story and it was visible to see that the children had enjoyed, they all went outside at break time and were pretending to be dinosaurs performing the dinosaur dance. 
Overall the session went quite well considering the group was larger than before Christmas. The children were all engaged, smiling and eager to participate, the teaching assistant does however feel that the group was quite large, especially when attempting to record a video, and adding to the factor the child with behavioural difficulties was running into the shot as well as one or two other children eager to see the pictures up close. The children contributed really well, imitating the characters through movement and sound, they also stopped at the right time to listen to the next part of the story. The teaching assistant believes that the session could have run a little smoother if the group was split into two, to avoid the disruption of children getting up to see the pictures as they felt other children were blocking their view.
In the future with these weekly sessions and with an extra three children joining the group for the summer term the teaching assistant will be looking into whether it would be possible to split the group into two, and have two sessions a week rather than just the one. If this is not possible she will have to work to the best of her abilities to keep the group actively engaged, whilst also being focused on the task in hand. As this was the first session since returning to school the teaching assistant was unsure of how the larger group would have an impact on the session, for future sessions she will be seating the children accordingly to reduce disruption, and also as there is a follow up craft activity ensure that all work is prepared for the younger ones who may not have the same set of skills the older ones may have. 
Noam Chomsky (born December 7th 1928) developed the model of language acquisition, on reflection of the story that was read to the children, this theory rings true, as compared to B.F Skinner’s (1904-1990) operant conditioning the children aged four to five years old had not heard this story before. Chomsky believes that the younger the child is the better they can obtain a second language as all languages contain similar structures and rules. Skinners operant conditioning would not allow the children to obtain the new language and skills as quickly as they did during the first reading of the story whereas reflecting on Chomsky’s model the children knew throughout the story when to roar like a dinosaur, move like a dinosaur without prompting. Therefore on this basis children are obtaining and acquiring language skills on a daily basis as well as remembering and using words in their daily language. Chomsky also believes that children have an innate language acquisition device (LAD), this is an inherited mechanism that allows children to decode the spoken language around them (Hayes, 2000). 
Lev Vygotsky (1896-1934) believes that children learn language because they hear it on a daily basis from other people and that human contact is vital to acquire language.  As babies they will pick up on the interactive aspects of language, using tones of voice, timings and length of utterances that are used by other people. At around two years old pre-linguistic thought and pre- intellectual language are joined together. Vygotsky referred to these as separate modes or planes of language, the first being internal function where language acts as a cognitive tool to help the child in its thinking, the second being external social function where engaging in social interaction and communicating the results of thinking to other people (Hayes, 2000)
Vygotsky’s theory has similarities to Chomsky’s theory in that children possibly inherit or learn language as they hear words and see words throughout their childhood, therefore reflecting on the story session in Vygotsky’s view children’s speech is reflecting what is going on in their own mind, so if the child is seeing a picture of a dinosaur and they know a dinosaur roars, rather than waiting for the teaching assistant to show them what to do, they already know. 
The Donaldson Successful futures report (2015), has greatly influenced the curriculum and the way literacy is taught in the classroom. There are expectations in educational settings to improve literacy skills and in response to this the Welsh Government developed ‘Routes for Learning’ which replaced Key Stage one within the foundation phase. The evidence in the finding showed that children and young people wanted their learning to be relevant, engaging, fun, and interactive as well as out of classroom activities (Donaldson, 2015). In response to this in the foundation phase we are following the ‘Pori Drwy Stori’ sessions offered through the book trust. It was this session that was used for the video presentation. Every Thursday the reception children will listen to a story or a rhyme, and the children will engage within these sessions. These sessions are then followed by a fun activity which could consist of arts and crafts, an outdoor treasure hunt, cooking or creating a picnic. The children also at the end of each activity are able to take the books and activity sheets provided by the book trust home to keep. These activities help to keep the session’s fun and the children are happy, focused and engaged. 
The Donaldson report also states that young people need to be ready to learn throughout their lives, if their experience is negative in education they may not be willing to learn new skills throughout their future into adulthood feeling as if they will fail. However if they had a good or excellent experience, they may lead a very successful life as they are willing to learn and take on new experiences without worrying about failure.  The review recommends that all teachers and people working with children and young people have cross-curriculum responsibilities and must ensure that frequent opportunities arise and are available to develop, apply and extend literacy across the curriculum. All children should be leaving education happy, confident and competent in literacy (Donaldson, 2015). 
In conclusion to my research and reflection statistics show that 22% of children in Wales suffer with literacy difficulties, therefore it is absolutely vital that we as parents, guardians, teaching staff encourage children from a young age to participate in using literacy in everyday life. This can be achieved through play, story reading, cooking, circle time. Talking to children enables them to use speech and build their vocabulary. On reflection to the story task, without realising the teaching assistant opened a new bank of words for the children to use, from reading the story to the activities in the second session, the children had created masks and were acting out the story in their own language whilst following the story book. They had also taken it upon themselves to carry on imitating dinosaurs and carry the story on in their playtime. 
22% is a large number of children in wales to have literacy difficulties, all adults in education need and must ensure that provisions are in place to ensure these children get the extra support they need to reach their full literacy potential to ensure a brighter successful future. 
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