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How divorce and separation has an effect on young children in an education setting. 

Abstract (250)
When conducting this research project, it was essential to think about problems and issues that effect children in a modern-day society. Choosing the topic of how divorce and separation influences young children in an education setting. This topic is extremely interesting after the global pandemic children were spending infinite times with their families and for some children transitioning through the pandemic and parents separating or getting a divorce would leave a large impact on the child’s development emotionally and physically. This topic Is something that is important to raise awareness of as many parents don’t think that this divorce transition will affect the child as much as it can, and it is important to influence love and support for children experiencing this trauma. 
The methods of research used for this project are the use of interviews with staff of the setting and also observations that will be conducted on a sample of children chosen from the purposive sampling method. Using this method of sampling allows the relevant information to be displayed and provided to benefit the research project and using a different method would not support the research topic as it is important that research has gone into selecting samples purposively to influence the research project. 
Ethical considerations for this topic are ensuring the information of partakers remain anonymous and only using first names, age and gender and asking for consent from all members included. GDPR legal framework will be followed strictly to ensure that the data is stored correctly.

A Literature Review (750)
Divorce and separation 
Partnerships are in everyone’s lives; however, they can be a challenge to maintain and can often end in a separation or divorce. What is a separation or divorce? A divorce is a process a that couples will take to ‘end their marriage’ (Cambridge Dictionary 2022). A separation entails the couple remaining to be married however they will terminate living in the same accommodation together, separation can be the instigation for a divorce (Britannica 2022). Either of these acts can not only have an impact on the couple it can also have repercussions on the people that are closest to them, focusing on the effect divorce and separation would have on a young child. 
 In the build-up to divorce there are many behaviours and acts that can be carried out by parents and can cause many different and challenging emotions to manage not only towards ones that are being experienced by the parents involved, also the consideration and the care to guide and comfort the child through this transition. This is an essential step that needs to be taken as children may not understand how to express their emotions in a healthy way and could cause more emotional distress to the child if they feel neglected at this challenging time. Children can also feel caught in the middle and divided between the parents and then confused as why they have separated and if it was as a result of the child, it is important to allow the child to ask questions and feel as they understand the situation full otherwise the child is left isolated and confused (Flanagan, 1996, p.112).   This could be as a result of the child’s emotional control and development not being fully experienced and developed for such a complex experience. The act of divorce and separation leaving the child with many different emotional repercussions that will not be fully understood and may cause a change in the child’s behaviour as a form of expression for these overwhelming emotions. Changes in the child’s behaviour that could be identified as a result of separation or divorce could be displayed as regression, common signs are bedwetting, thumb sucking, temper tantrums, sleeping issues and demotions of prior skills learnt for example getting dressed or brushing hair (Unicef, 2022). With information from 2houses (2021) When parents separate or divorce it is common that the child will be split between them and certain visitation arrangements will be made for the child to be with both parents for certain days or periods of time, these arrangements can be made between parents, or it could be a legal arrangement through government officials, these arrangements can lead to the child forming a closer attachment to a specific parent that they spend the most time with, this influences John Bowlby’s theory of attachment. The child may become distant with a specific parent and loose the familiarity of the memories and relationship with this parent as a result of non-frequent contact and time spent together, parents can also have an influence on how the child views the other as a result of parents influencing and filtering their opinions of one another on the child leaving the child with split views on the parents and left feeling stuck in the middle potentially losing the family bond. 
The experience of parents separating or getting a divorce has had the same effect as the death of a parent. The child will experience grief similar to the grief they would experience after the death of a parent. The child will experience the 5 stages of grief, the child will immediately be felling shocked and won’t be accepting of the new information about divorce and won’t believe it is true. Secondly the child will begin to feel angry and will need lots of love and support through this time as the child will be coming to terms with what has happened and will begin to feel anger towards parents. Then the child will move on from the feeling of anger and will turn to a sadden and depressed time of grief it is important parents look out for their child at these stages as this could lead the child to develop mental health issues. Next the child will begin to try to change the outcome of what has happened and try to change what has happened and get back to normal family life. Finally, the child will begin to ace this new way of life and will begin to carry on with normal everyday life. To be able to get the acceptance stage parents and families need to support the child through this event as it is such a massive trauma for the child can experience and can have major repercussion on the child’s, academic performance, social skills, mental health and family relationships (Poppe, 2015). 
Methodological consideration (1,500)
In this research project on How divorce and separation has an effect on young children in the education setting, the research that will take place will provide information on the changes in children’s behaviour, academic success and participation in activities with friends in the school environment. For this research project a sample needed to be used to conduct in order to gather information on the topic chosen. What is a sample? With information from (QuestionPro, 2022) a sample is defined as a small set of data that the researcher will play a part in selecting that will be taken from a larger population. For this research project the chosen method of sampling is purposive sampling. Purposive sampling will be used in this research project because using purposive sampling is a good way to reach the hypothesis of this specific research project. purposive sampling in this research project means choosing specific people for this sample that fits the criteria of this research project and will greatly influence and support findings to allow necessary research to take place (Panacek, Bagley Thompson, 2007). The amount of this sample will be kept small as having a small sample size allows more time to conduct qualitative research as it will be easier with a small sample size to receive large amounts of information and won’t be as time consuming as if using a large sample size (Vasileiou, 2018). The background of this research project doesn’t allow a large volume of possible samples as it will also have to restriction of ethics and the willingness of families for their child and themselves to be observed and researched as the topic of divorce and separation isn’t one that many people may want to broadcast or have their children effectively know much about in fear of upsetting them or simply trying to protect them. This method of sampling allows the qualitative data that will be collected to be used efficiently as a result of a small sample size of 10 children from a broad range of age groups begging from the ages of three years old to the oldest children that will be sampled at twelve years old. Having an age gap as large as the one from the sample for this research project allows the effects of divorce and separation to be discovered and evaluated on each individual child, each child will be at a different stage of development and the effects will be different for all but a corelation may occur of the children experiencing different stages of grief and how the children will process through them. 
Research methods that will be used in this research project will focus solely on collecting qualitative data this data including lots of information and detail of events that can be taken or conducted from primary or secondary sources. Primary research is the research method that is conducted by the researcher and using their own personal findings, whereas secondary research is using research that has been found and conducted by someone else over previous years (GeoPoll, 2022). In this research project the use of both primary and secondary research will be essential to extracting the information that is needed. The method of primary research that will be used is the use of observations that will be carried out on the children that are experiencing divorce or separation within their family and the changes in their behaviour and their achievements academically recorded. Secondary research will be used for the other research method that is going to be used which is interviews, interviews will include staff members and their own observations they have made of previous children that are going through the same experience and evaluate the change in behaviour to the children that will be used in the sample. Using both methods of research will greatly support the current and previous findings backing it up with evidence from past and present years. Triangulation supports this research project because providing sources of two different timelines and form two opinions supports the findings of this research project, having two different research methods also allows qualitative data to be provided in large amounts to support this research project. Triangulation is the use of research and information that is credible and has come from a trustworthy source and the use of more than on research method to receive a full evaluation of necessary samples for the research project (Nobel and Heale, 2019).
The research project is going to use two methods of research one method is the use of observation which will be primary research. Observations will take place in the education setting focusing on the child interacting with others and how they are behaving when playing with friends, observing the child when playing can show a lot about the child’s experiences  both outside and inside the home when playing in the role play or home corner area the child may display behaviours that they have experienced from home which could give researchers insight to the child’s home life and If the child is displaying inappropriate language or behaviour towards other children it could be an indicator that the child may have been exposed to adverse childhood experiences (ACE’s) (Brown, 2020). Observations allow the researcher to witness the children’s behaviour with their own eyes as opposed to the information being listed and recited from someone else as this may provide a biased opinion. Observations allow the researcher to gather information that is live and occurring in the moment and not an edited or overexaggerated if the information was being provided by someone else’s observation. A disadvantage of observations is recording the information children may change their behaviour if they are aware they are being recorded or watched, researchers need to record their information of what they are observing however if the method of recording is using written methods or typed this can cause the researcher to lose valuable time observing the child while typing or writing, a way around this disadvantage is to use video recording devices to look back over to ensure nothing was missed from observations (AplusTopper, 2022). Advantages of observations are it allows researchers to be present and live in the moment and can watch as interaction takes place and record it there and then and not rely on memory or someone reciting information to them, another positive when conducting observations is allows the researcher to gain insight to the child and their interests and behaviours in certain environments or with specific people such as integrations with children, the opposite sex and how the child communicates and acts around adults (iEduNote, 2022). 
The second Research method in this research project is conducting interviews from staff members to find out what they have previously observed from the change in children’s behaviour when the education setting are aware of the family going through divorce or separation, the Teachers and TA’s are some of the best people to speak to regarding the change in a child’s behaviour as they develop an immensely close bond with the children in their care an can recognise the slightest change. It is important to remember when speaking to staff members that there may be biased opinions regarding some children and their behaviour before the setting was aware of the occurrences at home, so it is important to not follow on a biased opinion of the child .Interviews allow the researcher to gather qualitative data as it  provides lots of information and vital evidence to support this research project, qualitative data provides in depth answers to questions that will be used providing more information that will then be sorted int a large multiple choice category when reviewing the data again for further finding or identifying corelations(Cohen, Manion and Morrison, 2000). When conducting an interview, they can have a formal layout or an informal layout, for this research project the interview style is going to flexible structure, the interview will have planned questions and topics to stick too however the staff member that is being interviewed can expand on every piece if information or research they provide, having a flexible interview structure allows the person who is being interviewed not feel as stressed or anxious as if going into a full structured formal interview as this can be quite daunting (Cuncic, 2022). 
These methods of research will be beneficial to this research project because receiving information from the professionals that are with the children all the time and are able to identify changes in the child as a result of divorce or separation, the interview technique can be negative as some staff members may be biased over some children’s behaviour reflecting on their home life. The observation research method also supports this research project as researchers can witness the changes for themselves and observe the child’s behaviour and how this stressful transition effects the child and their ability to concentrate and achieve academically while processing this transition. 

Ethical conclusion (1,500)
When conducting a research project about how divorce and separation has an effect on children in an education setting it is essential to understand that the researcher will be looking into the families lives and how the actions, they have chosen to make will affect their child in more than just an academic way it is important the researcher is sensitive around the family and this topic as it is important to remember that the divorce is effecting them too. Some families may be embarrassed or may feel ashamed that their marriage has broken down and may want to keep the ordeal private and won’t want to take part in the research project to protected themselves. 
What is does it mean to be ethical? To be ethical means having moral ideologies that govern someone’s behaviour or how they carry out an activity (Oxford languages, 2022). 
For this research projects on ‘How divorce and separation has an effect on children in an education setting it is essential for researchers to gain consent and permission not only from the parents to learn about what is occurring in their home family life but it is also important to gain consent with the children that will be taking part in the research project. In this research project it’s not only the parents and children that need to provide consent, but it is also the staff and educators that need to give their consent  as the researcher will be asking challenging questions and will also be inside the classroom environment which could cause difficulty for educators as having new people in the environment may have an influence on the children’s concentration as the child will be cautious and curious as to who the new person is in the area.
The method that will be used in this research project to gain consent from the parents, children and the educators in the education setting is: Consent forms will be sent out and will contain information about the research project and what types or research will be conducted including the observations of the children that will be selected for the sample and also the consent for will include information about the interviews that will be carried out this including the members of staff in the education setting. Not only will a consent form be sent out, but the researcher will include a method of contact in the consent form in case parents, children or the staff members included have any questions or queries about the research projects. It is essential that the researcher emphasises and supports families by giving them a choice to not consent to their child being studied or researched which is acceptable as people have their own opinions, concerns and viewpoints on the topic of divorce and parents may not want it to be a very commonly known transition within the education settings as a result of feeling embarrassed or conscious of other people’s opinions of the topic of divorce and separation or not fully believing in the research topic as relevance to their lives which is important for the researcher to support as everyone that could be included in this research project has their own opinions and beliefs and personal reasons to not participate in the project (Malawi, 2008)
For some parents consenting to their family taking part In this research project may be mentally challenging as they will be weighing up the positives and the negatives of taking part, positives of taking part is parents will be educate on how their child copes and handles emotional trauma in everyday life this also allows parents understand that their child will be needing lots of extra support when transitioning through divorce as even though it does not involve the child directly and is not an issue that is started from them divorce automatically involves the child as the changes to the partnership will mean a drastic change to the child’s home life where a place the child associates with safety and family will now change as their parents aren’t living in the same household and routine will be disrupted and adaptations will need to be made, all of these experiences a child will go through and have thoughts going through their mind while juggling the stress of school and maintaining relationships with peers this can be an extremely overwhelming time for the child and it is essential that parents know what occurs when I child is faced with this trauma with little support as it can have a repercussion effect on the child and how they perform academically which could influence their quality of life. (Helpguid, 2022)
Keeping everyone who is involved in the sample safe and supporting them through this research project is essential as people who are involved in the sample including children staff members and parents. Everyone who is participated in this research project is putting trust in the researcher as they are going to be providing personal information that needs to be kept safe and anonymous. GDPR is a data protection law that companies must abide too as a result to keep customers in participants safe when interacting with the company and providing data. GDPR provides a legal framework that is the main force that ensures everyone data is kept protected and stored correctly (bpe, 2022).
To reduce the risks facing the participants in this research project Is important in keeping GDPR and the storge of data. In order to reduce the risks to the parents and families involved Surnames won’t be included in any of the records to keep the families name out of danger, no home addresses or birthdays are going to be included or published within the research project, so family won’t be targeted or easily identifiable. 
To reduce the risks to children from selected sample in this research project it is essential that the name of the education setting is not included to avoid the children being targeted by strangers or people with convictions involving children as a result of the education setting being included so it is essential that the researcher excludes this information from the research projects. The child’s last name will not be included to saggared the child but also the family. The child’s birthday or address will not be included to avoid the child being targeted at their own home. It is important to take into consideration on the United Nations Convention of the Rights of the Child. Children have rights and article 19 focuses on the rights for children to be kept safe from parents and anyone who looks after them, so it is essential for researchers to contribute to keep the child safe (Unicef, 2017). 
To reduce the risk to educators in the setting in this research project educators will be providing information they have recorded over past years of observations they have done that greatly influences the research project topic it is important that the staff member have recorded this data correctly and safely and followed along GDPR legal framework. Researchers will keep the educator from the staying safe from risk by not proving the name of the setting this to protect the children and the staff as this is their place of work and a care facility for the children. The staff members will be addressed their first names so won’t be easily recognisable from external people who are not included in the sample. Addresses won’t be included as it is important to safeguard the staff’s home from intruders so it will all remain confidential. 
People who have been included in this sample for this research project have a right to be included in the process and can request access to understand what data and information is being stored about them. It is important that the setting make the participants aware of their data protection plan and policy to reassure participants their data isn’t being released without their consent or knowledge. It is essential that the researcher and the setting abide by GDPR legal framework otherwise both the researcher and the setting can be included in serious trouble with the law, not storing data correctly can also lead to data being misused by others which could lead to crimes taking place with the use of that data including identity theft or fraud (fsb, 2022). 
It is important to ensure when conducting a research project that the researcher remains ethical and follows ethical practice to ensure the safety of all who are to be involved in the research project. It is important to have a plan on the most efficient ways to protect everyone involved and follows legal frameworks in order to protect people’s data from being hacked or included in crime. The researcher needs to gain a trust and respect for the participants in the research project as the topic of this chosen research project can deal with large amount of trauma that the participants included face, so it is essential to be compassionate and supportive as they are still processing this trauma themselves. 
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