Site Control (Green and Weinman, 2003)
Dreamweaver CS3 has a site management scheme that requires that you keep all your files within one main local root folder. This is so you can duplicate the folder hierarchy that’s on your hard drive when you upload to a web server.
Whilst you may think that site management is optional and can be skipped, do not be fooled as you will be dogged with error messages if you don’t use it properly.

Defining a site

This exercise will show you how to define a site from an empty folder, which is likely when you are starting a site from scratch.
1. Create an empty folder and call it mywebsite.

2. In Dreamweaver, choose Site>Manage Sites. 

This will open the Manage sites window where you can define a new website 
or edit/remove an existing site.
3. Click new and choose site from the drop-down menu. This will open the site definition window. 
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Make sure the Basic tab is selected. 

4.
On the first screen, enter a name for your site (I chose mywebsite)
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The next screen will ask if you want to use a server technology; 

5.
Select Yes, you want to use server technology. From the ‘What server technology?’ list select ASP VBScript. Then click on the “Next” button to continue to the next step.
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You will be asked how you want to edit your site files, and how you want to upload them to the web. 
6.
Select ‘Edit and Test locally, the testing server is on the computer’.
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You’ll have to locate on your computer the folder where all of your site files are located. As Inetpub\wwwroot is your localhost folder for the server on your machine, your website must be located within the localhost folder.
7.
 Click the folder button and navigate to the mywebsite folder you created earlier. Click on the “Next” button when you are done. 

8.
When asked the URL for your website it should by default have the correct location. If not you should type “http://localhost/mywebsite. Click Test URL.
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9.
When asked How do you connect to your remote server? Select None.
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8.
The last screen gives a summary of all of the specifications for the site you just defined. If everything looks correct, click “Done.”
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There are some disadvantages to using the “Basic” site definition wizard. The “Basic” view actually makes some of the steps more confusing than they should be. In fact, you may not even need many of the steps the “Basic” set up takes you through, so you may fill in information that is not necessary for the site definition. In the “Advanced” view, all of the sections are clearly defined for you. It is recommended that you learn to define a site in “Advanced” mode, but you can still use the “Basic” set up if you wish. To learn how to use the “Advanced” site definition mode, please continue reading the next section.

1. Make sure the Advanced tab is selected

Fill in the site name (Your choice)

For the local root folder, click the folder icon and navigate to the empty folder you created

Click Open >Select (Windows) and click OK 
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2. Click done when you return to Manage Sites window.
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The site now appears in the Files Panel

Creating and Saving a New Document
1. You can add files or folders directly from within the Files panel, ensuring that all the files are automatically saved within the current local root folder. To do so, right click the local root folder and choose New File from the menu.
Or
1. Select File>New, this will open the New Document dialogue box and lets you choose a template for your new document.

2. Select the Basic Page category and then choose HTML under the Basic Page section

3. Make sure that the Make document XHTML compliant is checked.

4. Click create.
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Once you have created an empty page it is possible to view through design view, code view or split view.
In the document toolbar enter a title for your page (Homepage for example)
6. Save the file as index.html, make sure you save it to your local root folder
index.html is of particular significance as it is the page recognised by most web servers as the default home page. You can select .htm or .html interchangeably, both will be recognised by the server. If you type http://www.rhian.com for example the server will know to open index.html automatically even though it was not typed in the URL. You should therefore ensure that the first page, the opening page of your website is entitled index.html so the web server will know to automatically display this file first.
