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Explore and evaluate the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing.
This essay will be exploring and evaluating the use of body worn cameras in evidence-based policing and considering their strengths and weaknesses. Also looking at the use of body worn cameras in domestic violence cases. Body worn cameras ‘one of the most rapidly adopted law enforcement technologies in the history of modern policing’ (Lum et al, 2020).
Body worn video cameras (BWV) are small devices that capture both video and audio sound. Body worn cameras were first used by police in 2005 with Metropolitan police began trialling them In Devon and Cornwall and now used nationwide in all police forces (DTS. Solutions, 2022). The cameras were brought out to provide ‘enhanced evidence capture and improve accountability and transparency of police conduct’ (Jameel and Bunn, 2015). 
Body worn cameras are mainly used by the police service however other emergency services such as the Ambulance service use them and people such as security and door staff. Body cameras are usually worn on the chest and used to record what is happening in the moment giving the perspective of the wearer which can then be used as evidence. 
Since the introduction of body worn cameras police forces across the United Kingdom have invested a lot of money into these cameras with Essex Police have Purchased one million pounds worth of body worn cameras as of 2018 and Humberside Police purchasing over £700,000 as of 2018 (Heubl, 2020). The main manufacturer for these body worn cameras seems to be Axon (Heubl, 2020).
As said by the National Police Chiefs Council (2022) the use of body worn cameras must be’ proportionate, legitimate and necessary and incident specific’ Due to the body worn video not being on continuously and it is for the officer discretion to decide when to use the camera, however there are certain incidents when body worn video should be used. Officers should record when conducting a stop and search in public, search of premises, use of force, making an arrest, gathering evidence of an offence, in domestic violence incidents and when they believe is necessary (Bowling and Iyer, 2019). 
The use of body worn video is shown to have many advantages one of which is that it will provide more accurate evidence of an incident due to audio and video recording (Big Brother Watch, 2015). This meaning everything seen and said by the officers is recorded and anyone else at the scene will also be recorded which would allow officers to look back on the video to see the layout of the incident and receive a more accurate recall of what happened. This is important when writing statements and officers needing to remember what happened. Video recording will also allow any injuries sustained and people’s emotions at the time will be able to be seen on video. 
Research by the University of Cambridge Institute of Criminology (2016) discovered that police officers wearing body worn video has resulted in a 93% reduction in complaints from the public against the police. This research was conducted between the UK Midlands and California in the US looking at over one million officer hours in over four thousand shifts. Dr Barak Ariel the lead author of this research said, “There can be no doubt body worn cameras increase transparency” (University of Cambridge, 2016). Body worn cameras are essential evidence if a member of the public were to make a complaint or allegation the video can be looked back on to see what happened and how officers behaved at the incident. 
Body worn video can help prevent incidents from escalating further as if people know they are being recorded then people tend to comply better due to video evidence (Chapman, 2018). Not only are these cameras used to see the behaviour of the suspects and those directly involved in the incident but also helps ensure officers are following the correct protocols. Furthermore, body worn video allows officers to look back at how they behaved and dealt with the incidents. It allows officers to take accountability for their actions and also learn from the videos of how they could have reacted better in a similar situation in the future (Harrison et al, 2021). 
Also, If an officer was under investigation body worn video can be used to help get an understanding of what happened and allows for transparency as officers need to show they followed the correct procedures (National Police Chiefs Council, 2022). Body worn video can be used in cases of police misconduct and help hold the police accountable for their actions (Bowling and Iyer, 2019). 
Body worn video is essential for anyone who may be working alone as it can help the person feel more reassured and safer such as a police officer patrolling without a partner (People Safe, 2021). Body cameras are a way to deter anyone who may potentially want to target a police officer. Also, if a police officer is on their own whilst dealing with an incident the camera can be used as evidence if anything happens to themselves or others especially if it is one officer and numerous people involved. 
From research body worn video have many advantages and the only few weaknesses are regarding privacy as some people may not want to be filmed. However, police body cameras are not always on, and it is up to the officer to turn the camera on if and when necessary. Police body cameras will capture sixty second loop of video with no audio and will only be saved if the officer decides to press record. The cameras will flash a red-light when recording which allows the public to know they are being recorded. Officers must inform people they are being recorded and do not need consent to film someone (HM Prison and Probation Service, 2022). Officers must also try and only record those directly involved in the incident to minimise recording of those not involved (HM Prison and Probation Service, 2022).
From research by Harrison et al (2021) they found officers concerns regarding privacy and body worn video was due to the camera automatically recording every 60 seconds was recording of officer’s general conversations. Also, officers forgetting to turn the camera off when not dealing with an incident and the camera then recoding when the officers are discussing personal matters or saying something inappropriate not to do with their job that they would not want recorded and not very professional (Harrison et al, 2021).
Some may have concerns regarding where the footage from the body worn cameras are being stored and how especially considering the footage may contain confidential information and of people in distress. According to the Metropolitan Police (2023) footage cannot be edited nor deleted directly from the camera meaning anything that happens on record cannot be removed to try and hide evidence. Any recordings that are not needed for evidence will be automatically deleted within 31 days meaning the police are not keeping holding of any unnecessary footage. Under the Data Protection Law 2018 you can request by a Right to Access Request to any personal data the police may hold of you this also includes video footage (Metropolitan Police, 2023). 
In 2014 a study was conducted with Essex Police and College of Policing looking at ‘The impact of Body Worn Video on criminal justice outcomes of domestic abuse cases’. The reason for this study was to see if response officers wearing body worn video when attending domestic violence calls would later affect the outcome in court due to the four murders from domestic violence in Essex between 2008 and 2011 (Owens et al, 2014). Due to the study not being conducted for long enough they did not get the results of how if effected criminal justice outcomes however the study allowed us to see what the advantages and disadvantages of the cameras in domestic violence incidents.
In this study they found that the officers who wore body worn cameras were more likely to charge the suspect than give a sanction detection with 81% making a criminal charge compared to 72% of officers with no body worn cameras only giving sanction detections (Owens et al, 2014). What this meant was that it would ‘reduce attrition of domestic abuse case through the criminal justice system’ meaning if they increase the proportion of charges given to the perpetrator it increases the number of incidents that go through the court (Owens et al, 2014).
Officers found that body worn cameras allowed the collection of evidence to be easier and more accurate as they could look back on the video when writing statements. Video recordings would be useful evidence in court to see the extent of injuries that were caused and how the emotions of those involved at the time and also could be used by the police and court to take action themselves if the victim later decided to not take further action (Owens et al, 2014). This is especially important in domestic violence cases as many victims tend to withdraw statements and stop wanting to take the incident further. 
Capturing the emotional effects, behaviour and injuries in a domestic abuse incident on body worn video can be essential evidence and strengthen domestic abuse cases in court (National Police Chiefs’ Council, 2022). When these videos are shown as evidence in court it would mean the judge or and jury can physically see what happened when the incidents took place. 
With regards to evidence-based policing and body worn video the police service can use body worn video to compared statistics of the difference with and without body worn cameras. Such as each year comparing complaints made against police officers and compare the effects of officers wearing body worn video on these numbers. Another example is in America the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department found that they saved $6,200 in investigating police complaints due to them able to look back on body worn video (Malm, 2019). According to research by the College of Policing (2021) complaints against officers who wore body worn cameras decreased by 16.6% compared to those officers not wearing body worn cameras.
Overall body worn video has many strengths and a positive impact within the police service. It allows for policing behaviour to be more transparent and for officers to take accountability for their actions. Officers will feel safer and more reassured wearing body worn video known their interactions are being recorded. Body worn video is a benefit to collecting evidence and helping build a case. Body worn video allows officers to look back and develop their skills of how they could have better dealt with an incident. Overall, evidence gathered from body worn video within the police service helps better the service the police provide which helps improve the public’ satisfaction of police work.
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