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Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module syllabus)

	Demonstrate the ability to engage in, and recognise the importance of academic reading and writing and develop confidence in communication and presenting to different audiences and for different purposes; 
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	To develop digital competency and numeracy skills in line with the academic demands of the programme;

	Organise their learning effectively and reflect upon their own progress and future development. 

























ECGE4003Q – Portfolio of Activities
Assessment Tasks
Part 1
In Wales there are many policies and important documents that inform us about youth work, it’s principles and the locations where it takes place. Information like this is extremely useful to a Youth Work student as it enables us and other qualified youth workers to gain further knowledge into their chosen field. In the document Youth Work in Wales: Principles and Purposes (Youth Work in Wales Review Group, 2018) it states that one of the main principles of youth work is that the relationship between Youth Workers, children and young people is voluntary. It also notes that the only requirement for young people to engage with youth work is that they are between the ages of eleven and twenty-five. The emphasis on the voluntary relationship between children and young people can be found in a variety published journals, books and articles, for example Jeffs and Smith (2010) says that the voluntary principal of youth work enables children and young people to choose to enter the relationship with the youth worker, this is also true when deciding to end engagement with a youth worker. The youth work Strategy for Wales (Welsh Government, 2019) also states that by participating in youth work voluntary children and young people are often left feeling empowered. 

Part 2a
This essay will discuss the purpose of Youth Work. The CLD Standards Council Scotland has defined the purpose of youth work as to “Enable young people to develop holistically, working with them to facilitate their personal, social and educational development, to enable them to develop their voice, influence and place in society and to reach their full potential” (CLD Standards Council Scotland, 2019). An important skill of a Youth Worker is to be able to establish and maintain relationships with children and young people. Blacker (2010) stated “a central task for any youth worker has always been the need to construct and sustain educational and social relationships with young people” (Blacker, 2010). Other writers such as Jolly (2010) are in agreement with Blacker in emphasising the importance of building relationships with people noting “it is no exaggeration to say that the single most important factor in defining youth work practice rests with the worker” (Jolly, 2010). Youth Workers provide children and young people with opportunities to learn in a informal way. Activities that youth workers provide are like tools, as Harte (2020) suggests “they provide a key setting to enable the educational processes of youth work to take place. They act as a catalyst to initiate and hasten young people’s development and learning” (Harte, 2010)
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Part 2b 
Answer all questions below as fully as possible. 
• If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this?  –
 Citations are used to back up and strengthen students points in assessments. Failing to acknowledge sources of information within academic writing the student is not crediting other authors and therefor can result in them failing assignments. 
• You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer. -  
This is false as indirect quotes or interpretations must be referenced also.
 • Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is true or false. –
 Wikipedia is not a reliable site to source academic research. Wikipedia is a platform that enables members of the public the ability to edit all contents within the website and thus provides opportunities to alter information.
• Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. – 
A long quotation is more than three lines of text. To use the quotation, it needs to be entered as a separate paragraph, the paragraph needs to be indented from the rest of the text. Quotation marks are not to be used in the paragraph and a blank line is required both above and below the quotation.  The reference is added and the end of the quotation.
• Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study. –
 To begin research for an academic assignment a student could perform a search on a academic search engine such as Google scholar, this would identify relevant materials for the student to begin their research. For an academic assignment five acceptable sources could be Peer Reviewed Journal Articles, Books, Websites, Electronic Sources such as Power Point Presentations and Magazines.




Part 3 – Write a Critical Response to an Article.

This essay aims to be a critical response to an article written by Patricia W. Agatston, Ph.D., Robin Kowalski, Ph.D., and Susan Limber, Ph.D. The title of the article is “Students’ Perspectives on Cyber Bullying”.  The article was published in the Journal of Adolescent Health in 2007.  The topic of the text is cyber bullying and students’ views on this. The abstract of the article states that “The aim of this study was to gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying on students and the possible need for prevention messages targeting students, educators, and parents” (Agatston, et al., 2007).

The article discusses the results of interviews done with focus groups, which were split by gender and from two middle and two high school in an American school district.  One of the key findings that is highlighted initially was that the students especially female see cyber bullying as an issue and they do not feel that teachers and school staff provide adequate support for the to deal with cyber bullying. Throughout the text it appears that the authors feel that robust early intervention and prevention policies would help reduce instances of cyber bullying.

The article has been structured in a way to help the reader follow the information. There is an abstract which gives brief highlights of the article.  There is then an introduction, a method section, results and a discussion section. The paragraphs are quite lengthy and contain lots of information.  Within the introduction and method section statistics are given to illustrate previous studies done by the authors and to give a demographic of the pupils being interviewed. However, there are no statistics to illustrate the findings of the focus groups such as that female students view cyber bullying as a problem in school. 

As this article is taken from a Peer Reviewed Journal it is aimed at an academic target audience and as such the language of the article appears to be in more of a formal style. However, the authors use subjective language to get their point across. An example of this is “students also indicated that they were reluctant to report cyber bullying to parents because they feared the loss of online privileges” (Agatston, et al., 2007). This sentence uses emotive language and assumptions of what the students were saying.

Within the article there does not appear to be a clear reasoning as to why the study was undertaken. Although, as previously discussed, the authors had stated that the aim of the study was to gain a better understanding of the impact of cyber bullying it appears in the results and discussion section that influencing policy development is the aim.  The article states that approximately 150 students took part in the focus groups however, when making claims regarding the outcomes of the focus groups there are no accurate statistics as evidence for the claims. An example of this is “The majority of them own cellular phones and have Internet access at home” (Agatston, et al., 2007).  This sentence could have benefited with a statistic to evidence what “the majority” is.  Due to the reasonably small sample size of students from one school district used in the study the validity of the findings could be questioned. The article relies on qualitative data evidence gained purely from focus groups. This could have an effect on responses from the students as interviews would have been conducted with peer groups making the students less likely to give honest responses. To gain better qualitative responses one to one interviews could have been used.  These one-to-one interviews could have been strengthened by the use of questionnaires that could have been sent to a wider sample size. The response to questionnaires could have been anonymised which would impact on honesty and accuracy of responses.  Within the article it states that students suggested ways of dealing with cyber bullying which were more practical in nature such as blocking or ignoring messages. However, the authors recommendations are that schools ensure “that cellular phone policies are enforced with consistent consequences for students who use their phones during the school day” (Agatston, et al., 2007). The conclusions and recommendations that the authors make do not specifically respond to the students suggestions. 

Overall this article is appropriate for an academic journal. It is informatively written and is easily read and understood. Some of the recommendations to improve the article would be to use a larger sample size of students, one to one interviews and questionnaires. Within the article it would be beneficial to use statistics to back up statements.  
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